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4Mapping the Past
This atlas tells the story f w pp vd n  ncn wd. I  w w  wd’ g cvzn w cd nd w  dvpd n v dffn nvnmn. T bk  n  Mdd E n  , cwdd c f Sum n 4000 e nd fn g n  And Munn f Su Amc w  Inc n 1500 e. Ec f  pp ncudd  n  bk v f  mk n , fn f v dffn n. T Egpn, f xmp, bu ug pmd mb,  Cn dvpd m mkb nvnn,  Rmn gnzd v m, nd  Gk nducd  nd  Ompc Gm.THE ANCIENT WORLDS ATLASCivilizations and culturesT bk cv mn dﬀn pp –  m f m dcbd  cvzn.  T wd “cvzn”  ud f  gup  f pp w v cd n dvncd g f dvpmn. T uu mn  v gnzd md f fmng nd  g ppun d n wn nd c. T v dvpd  m  f wng, wkd u  md f gvnmn, nd bu mnumn  f  gd nd u. Bu  wd cvzn  mm xndd   cv  pp, . T m b gup w dd n w, uc   C,  pp w, k  F Aun, c n  v n c,  bu  cd  c nd  unqu cuu f  wn.Dating systemsIn  bk u w ﬁnd fnc    Sn Ag,  Bnz Ag, nd  n Ag. T  bd n    nd wpn m ud b  pcu cvzn nd cnn b ud  dnf pcﬁc d wdwd bcu  ppnd  dﬀn m. T Bnz Ag n  Mdd E, f xmp, bgn undd f   n n Cn. Ew n  x, d   nm f u uc  Kng Du (522–486 e) gv  m f  gn. D   dvdd n e (Bf Cmmn E)  e (Cmmn E). An ppxm d  wn  c.1200 e (c. nd f circa,  bu).The changing worldMn f  ndcp wn n  bk d n k  m d. Ov und f , v   cu, nw nd  bn wn   vcn up und  , nd cn cng. Pp ﬀc  ndcp, . A n m, Eup w cvd n ck f, ng nc cppd dwn f fu nd budng m. T nn dg f  S D w nc f nug  pvd cp f Rm. In ddn, bd bwn  cngd mn m.The Great Wall of China was built to protect the Chinese from northern invaders. Features such as mountain ranges or rivers also created natural barriers. This Egyptian tomb wall painting shows some of the ways in which organized farming created the wealth necessary for a civilization to develop. The tomb was built in about 1290  for Sennedjem, one of the workers who decorated the pharaohs’ tombs.Many early civilizations worshipped gods and goddesses. The Egyptians built decorated temples for their gods, some of whom are shown here. Once people did not have to spend all their time growing food, they developed new skills. This craftworker is decorating a wooden coffin. Writing was one feature of a civilization. The Egyptians used hieroglyphs to keep records. The first great civilizations grew in fertile river valleys. Water from the River Nile was guided into fields. Enough crops were grown to feed the growing populations.Mud was shaped into bricks to build homes  in the world’s first cities. Domesticated animals made tasks easier. Cattle pulled ploughs to prepare the ground for sowing. Egyptian agriculture was so successful that farmers were able to grow a wide range of food, including date palms. The invention of tools helped farmers. Here, sickles with flint blades are used to cut corn. As society developed, some people  grew wealthy. They could afford fine  linen clothes made from these flax plants.
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5MAPPING THE PAST How to use the atlasEach of the maps in this book looks at a diﬀerent civilization. The one below shows the Roman Empire. Each map features major towns, cities, and trade routes that were important at the time. Small scenes of daily life are located as closely as possible to where they happened. The maps also show the physical features, such as deserts, mountains, and lakes, that aﬀected how people lived.An ancient view of the worldThe maps in this book are based on modern mapping techniques. But before the world was mapped out  as it is today, people only understood the extent of  the world as they knew it. Map makers, known  as cartographers, based maps on their own experience, and unknown territory was  oen shown full of terrifying creatures. They put the direction they thought  was most important at the top. Many people’s ideas of the world were based  on religious beliefs about how their gods created the world. The ancient Indians,  for example, believed the world was held  on a turtle’s back.Surrounding areas Areas in the pale yellow colour were not part of the civilization featured on those pages. They are included to show the lands, and possible enemies, that lay beyond the territory of the people.Special featuresMany pages in the atlas have special illustrated scenes that explain part  of the story on that page. This view shows the layout of a Roman army fort. Other views might show inside  a house, or the layout of a city.Where in the worldEvery map has a globe. The red area on the  globe shows the location of the civilization  featured on that map.Spread of an empire On some pages, small inset maps show how an empire expanded beyond the area of the main map. Areas are shown in different colours with dates that explain when that part of the empire was conquered. Scale guide Use this scale to work out the size of the area shown on the map. You can also calculate the length of an ancient road or the distance from one city to another. Not all the maps are drawn to the same scale. Detailed scenesIllustrated scenes show how  people passed their time – fighting, playing, working, or worshipping their gods. Each scene, such as this sea battle, is located as closely as possible to the place where it happened. The Arab map maker al-Idrisi created this map of the world  in 1154 . Unlike the Romans, the Arabs put south at the top.This illustration is based on a Roman  world map from the 1st century .  It shows how map makers thought the Roman Empire took up most of the world.A town or city’s location is marked with a red dot and its name. If a town has a different modern name it may  be shown in brackets underneath. Symbols, such as this amphitheatre, show the location ofancient sites or buildings. AlexandriaByzantium(Istanbul)ItalIcaIndIan oceanIndIapersIaseresscythIaarabIaegyptlIbyacyrenenumIdIamauretanIahIspanIagaulbrItaInjudeasyrIasarmatIaarmenIaparthIadacIaIllyrIathracegreeceItalysIcIlycyprusasIa mInorarIagermanyeuropeatlantic oceanafrIcaehIopIaRome•creteasIajaxartesoxuscaspian seaarabian seaIndusgangeseuphratestIgrIsmesopotamIanilemediterranean seadanubeblack seaK  M38THE ANCIENT WORLDS ATLASROME – FROM VILLAGES TO EMPIRE Rome – From Villages  to EmpireThe Roman Empire ws t stgst fc t wst wld d v  s. By 117 e, ud t ul f  t s, R ctlld st  f Eu, Nt Afc, d  lg t f t Mddl Est. But t sty  f t Rs bg  but 750 e wt  gu f fs w lvd  t lls vlkg  t Rv Tb. Gdully t vllgs gd t  wful cty. Bf lg, t tug sts, w d xcllt slds, bg t dt t l ud t. By 264 e, ty d ctl f Itly.Ov t ys t Rs td s t cqu w tts, d bult  twk f ds. Ty tducd t Lt lgug, t styl f buldg, d t syst f gvt t t cqud s. W t wst t f t   cllsd  476 e, y tgs w lft  bd tt stll fluc u lf tdy.Rulers of Rome At ﬁst R ws uld by kgs. T  but 507 e t Rs st u  ublc –  gvt u by bls lctd by t ctzs. Ts lstd f ly  500 ys. But by 49 e R ws lugd t cvl w. T st c,  27 e t Rs gv w t   – Octv – w bc t ﬁst R . S lt s uld wll, but ts w cul,  d. Dt udd y w dsgd wt . Clgul  d s s  st. Julius Caesar, a  Roman general, was assassinated by rivals  on 15 March 44 . Roman engineers built this aqueduct in Segovia to bring  in water from the nearby hills.Octavian, Rome’s first emperor, was given the title Augustus (“the revered one”). This map shows how the Roman Empire changed, reaching its greatest extent in about 220 . A senator wore a white toga edged with a purple stripe.Ships stayed in port  from November to March to avoid winter storms.HeadquartersHorse stablesThe barracks housed up to 80 soldiers  in each block.High defensive wallBorder patrols quelled local uprisings. Julius Caesar  conquered Gaul in  51  and twice invaded Britain in 55–54 .Hannibal, a Carthaginian general, attacked Rome in 218 . He marched 40,000 men and  37 elephants across  the Alps.The emperor Marcus Aurelius defended  his empire against  invasion on  the frontier  along the  River Danube.Barbarians, the name for foreign invaders, finally overran the  Roman Empire. The  most famous were  led by Attila the Hun.Every legion carried a standard that identified the unit. The eagle  was the symbol  of Jupiter, king of the Roman gods. Marble was quarried in  Greece for the fine  buildings in Rome.Rome and Carthage battled at sea for control  of Sicily during the  first Punic War  (264–241 ).A raised  centre allowed rainwater  to run into ditches at  the sides.The road  was paved with thick stone slabs.Workers, often slaves,  dug a trench and filled  it with layers of stones  and gravel.Jesus Christ was crucified in the Roman province  of Judea during the reign of the emperor Tiberius.Wild animals were brought from India and Africa to fight in arenas across the empire.Trade ships took  grain and linen  from Egypt to Rome.Cleopatra of Egypt married Mark Antony, a Roman general. They killed themselves after defeat by Octavian  at the Battle of Actium (31 ).Supplies of grain and olive oil were shipped to the port of Ostia, just south  of Rome.In about 122  the emperor Hadrian ordered the building  of a stone wall to defend the northern frontier.The Senate Dug t Rublc, R ws gvd  by tw ﬃcls (csuls) ssstd by t St,  gu f  (sts) w  ssd t lws. At ﬁst, t sts  ll c f t c (tc)  fls f R. Bt t csuls  d sts w vtd t ﬃc c y by dy ctzs (lbs). Lt,  stks d dstts, t lbs w gv t w t st lws bg ssd. Hwv, t s tk ts w wy. Road builders T Rs bult  ug twk f ds. Ts ld t y v quckly t bttl, vdd  ut f  stl syst, d d td s. T ds  stgt, usg bdgs  vducts (cs)  t css vs  vllys. R ds w s wll bult tt ty suvvd f udds f ys. My d Eu ds  stll fllw t uts ty tk. The Roman army T Rs w bl t ul t  d cqu ts bcus f t y. Ty d t bst-  td, bst-qud y  t wld. R s, dvdd t gus clld lgs, fugt  ft usg swds  d ss. Ec gt ty bult   ty c, dstlg t   t g. Pt fts  w bult  t ’s fts.Religion T Rs wsd y gds d gddsss  w lkd  vus scts f t lf. T   w lg – Cstty – bc ul.  Its fllws blvd tt Jsus Cst ws t s  f t  Gd f t Jws. Altug Jsus ws ut t dt, Cstty sd dly, d  391 e t bc t ﬃcl ft f t . Bigger and better buildingsItlly, t Rs cd y Gk buldg styls. But  t  2d ctuy e, ty fud  wy  t k cct ut f vlcc s, llwg bgg d stg bulds. Ty dvld t c, wc tk t wgt f  buldg d lt t s gt dstcs t bf. Acs w usd t buld bdgs, quducts, d tts suc  s R’s Clssu, w gldt ﬁgts w ul.GAULALPSGERMANYITALYGREECESYRIAEGYPTCRETEANATOLIAHISPANIAAFRICAbritainsilchestercarnuntumthe colosseumcorsicasicilysardiniael djemionianseacyprusjudeaLondinium (London)Augusta Treverorum (Trier)AquileiaViminaciumDurostorum(Silistra)Byzantium(Istanbul)Trapezus(Trabzon)EphesusAntiochAlexandriaJerusalemLeptis MagnaRhegium(Reggio di Calabria)SyracuseCarthageRomeBurdigala (Bordeaux)Tarraco (Tarragona)Massilia (Marseille)Carthago Nova (Cartagena)Gades (Cadiz)Rome •0 100 200 300 400 Klts300 e100 e220 e0 100 200 300 Mlsroman roadMEDITE  RRANEAN SEAdanubeadriatic seatiberdanuberoman roadaegean seaBLACK SEAtrade routefrom chinaroman roadniletrade routenimesitalicabritaingermanyitalysyriaegypthispaniaafricaanatoliagaulrhineA permanent fort for  the Roman armyatlantic oceanmediterranean seaEvery Roman city had an open space –  the forum. Some of Rome’s forum  buildings still stand today. from indiared sea
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