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About the Author

Heralded as ‘Agatha Christie for the 21st Century’, Janice Hallett’s adult murder mystery novels with an epistolary twist have sold over half a million copies through TCM to date and been sold into 17 languages. Her debut book, THE APPEAL, was named Sunday Times Crime Book of the Year and awarded the CWA Debut Dagger. Her four adult follow-up novels have also all been Sunday Times Bestsellers. Her debut children’s novel, A BOX FULL OF MURDERS, was the bestselling children’s mystery of 2025 and shortlisted for the Books Are My Bag Reader Awards.
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This book is for you, because you know the power of adventure





Ava Where are you?

Luke on windowsyll with Daisee Dog Face[image: ] watchin da rain.

Ava Can you see our flat from there?

Luke dont think so ill wave anway.

Ava I’m waving back.

Luke y dus it allways rain on scool hollydays?

Ava Luke, you’ve got autocorrect off again Face with Rolling Eyes[image: ]

Luke There’s nothing to do when it rains. Better?

Ava Thumbs Up[image: ] We need another mystery to solve! It’s SO mean of Dad to take the next box away when you’d just got it down from the attic.

Luke But … he did say it was just until the end of term. To stop us being ‘distracted’ Face with Rolling Eyes[image: ]

Ava Right! Well, the end of term is here and after two weeks of waiting I’m ready for another case! I’ve got a plan.

***

Hunter Family Chat Group

Ava Hi Dad! It’s finally the school holidays. Remember you promised you’d get another box out of the loft so we can practise our detective skills??? Nerd Face[image: ]

Luke Please!

Dad Haven’t you both got holiday homework?

Ava But investigating a box of murders is soooo educational Face Screaming in Fear[image: ]

Mum Ava, don’t forget you and I are going to Nanny and Grandad Ingleby’s tomorrow.

••• Ava is typing

Mum Before you ask AGAIN. No, you can’t stay here with Dad and Luke.

Ava Luke could come with us …

Dad Luke’s signed up for swimming lessons. They’re expensive and I’ve already paid. We can’t cancel them now.

Ava Luke can swim already Person Swimming[image: ]

Dad Not a length, and if he can’t do that by the start of next term, he’s not allowed on the canoeing trip his whole class are going on.

Luke And I really want to go!

Ava Dad, couldn’t you drive to Nanny and Grandad’s to pick him up for the lessons? Or Mum could drive me there and back?

Dad Mum will have enough to do and I can’t drop everything to drive miles every day Bicycle[image: ] It’s too far Strawberry[image: ]

Mum Dad’s right. We’ve been through this. Grandad isn’t well and Nanny’s finding it hard to cope. It’ll be too much for them if you’re both there. It makes sense for Luke to stay at home and Ava to come with me.

Luke OK.

Ava OK. Then it’s even more important to have another box to investigate Folded Hands[image: ] So we don’t miss each other while I’m away.

***

Luke Dad’s gone into the loft.

Ava Party Popper[image: ] Partying Face[image: ]

Luke Ready????

[image: A box labelled ‘Top Secret.’]
Ava Thumbs Up[image: ]

Luke Pics incoming Magnifying Glass Tilted Right[image: ]




[image: Top Secret: Do Not Read; On no account must you turn this page]

I see.

Rules mean nothing to you.
You don’t believe easily.
You want to make up your own mind.

Good.

You might have what it takes to solve a mystery, and if you do, who knows what prize may await you?

Turn the page now

[image: ]



1983. Autumn.
School has just started after the summer holidays.

Imagine an old museum with more secrets than anyone could ever guess.

A school trip that ends in murder.

But who did it?
That mystery is still unsolved … and it’s not the only one.

Read this stack of documents from the past. Within the pages, between the lines, are all the clues you need to solve it. Can you?

As you make your way through the twists and turns of this mystery, remember: do NOT touch the exhibits.


[image: The map of the Natural History Museum consists of the following exhibits: Earthquake room, Charles Darwin exhibition, the Whale room, small mammals, insects, birds, corridor to the science museum, café, shop, dippy, mammals, human evolution, volcano room, nature room, the rock room, library, fossils, reptiles, dinosaurs, information and sandwich room.]






Brewford Middle School

Matchley Road, Brewford, Coltern CN2 9BH



Friday, 16 September 1983

Dear Parents/Guardians,

We are excited to inform you that we’re organizing a trip to the Natural History Museum in London for all second-year pupils on 26 September 1983.

If you wish your child to attend, please complete the permission slip below and give it to your child to pass to their form teacher.

On the day, please ensure your child arrives at school for 7.30 a.m. with a packed lunch and enough money to purchase gifts in the museum shop, should they wish to do so. Coaches will arrive back at school at around 5 p.m.

I must request that children do not bring expensive items such as cameras with them as these are easily lost, stolen or broken. Any such items will be confiscated and returned at the end of the day.

Yours sincerely,

Veronica Harney

Headmistress



I ______________________ the parent/guardian of ______________________ hereby give permission for them to attend the Natural History Museum trip.

Signed ________________________________________


Ava The Natural History Museum! I went there with school T-Rex[image: ] Spouting Whale[image: ] It was amazing!

Luke Never been! Crying Face[image: ]

Ava You’ll go next term. Everyone does Grinning Face[image: ]

Luke Do you remember it from the map?

Ava Kind of. There was a big Spouting Whale[image: ], and T-Rex[image: ] skeletons.

Wait! Isn’t Brewford where the kids in the first box of murders lived?

Luke Yes! Look! IT’S MONIQUE! Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]


[image: ]
19 September 1983

Dear Natural History Museum,

I know you’re a building and won’t reply yourself, but I’m expecting this letter to be answered by a person who works in you.

Next Monday my year is coming from Brewford (in three big coaches) to visit you in London. I have some questions about the trip that my teacher, Mrs Gujari, seems unable (or unwilling) to answer and she suggested I write to you.

First I’ll tell you a bit about us. My name is Monique. I’m ten and have just started in the second year at Brewford Middle. Alison is my trip buddy, which means we’ll be sitting together on the coach and will stay together all day. This is easy for us as we are best friends and do most things together anyway.

Mrs G says we have trip buddies because if the whole class stayed together, we’d block the corridors and rooms of your museum. So instead we’ll go round in our pairs, and she’ll wait in the cafe with our other teachers, Miss Clarke and Mr Bellamy.

We’ve heard you have a big whale and some dinosaurs, but the thing Alison and I are MOST excited about is the museum shop! I collect stationery, especially erasers and pencils. Alison collects keyrings and bookmarks. Will all of those things be for sale when we come? What else could we buy? I’ll have £4.17 saved by then, but if I need more I’ll have to ask for my pocket money in advance and will need a few days to talk my mum round.

Mrs G says we’ll have a workbook to write in during our visit. Alison and I have mixed feelings. On the one hand, it’s nice to do some drawings. On the other, it would be even nicer to wander around without having to do schoolwork. Could you let me know if it’s normal for children to be given work to do in the museum? If it isn’t, then I’ll let Mrs Gujari know and she can change her plans.

We’re bringing packed lunches. Mine will be egg sandwiches, salt-and-vinegar Golden Wonder crisps, and (if I’m lucky) a Mint Club biscuit. If I’m unlucky, it will be an apple. Mrs G says there’s a ‘Sandwich Room’ where we eat lunch. I need to make sure you have removed ALL snakes from this room. Last year I went to the zoo with my cousins and we sat on a bench right in front of the reptile house, which meant I could see LOADS of snakes through the windows. I couldn’t eat a thing.

Also, earlier this summer I went camping with my guide pack. Two dead bodies were found near our camp, which caused a LOT of problems and stopped me and my friends from getting as many guide badges as we’d hoped. (Alison doesn’t go to Guides, but I have three really good friends there and we like to get as many badges as possible. I wish my guide friends went to my school, because then I’d have more school friends.) Anyway, if you could ensure there are no dead bodies when we visit, I’d be very grateful.

Yours sincerely,

Monique (and Alison)

PS We forgot to ask – are there toilets at the museum?


Ava I remember Monique from the last case! Her tent called themselves the Brewford Badgers!

Luke Right. Cos they were obsessed with getting badges.

Ava It sounds like she’s obsessed with stationery too Face with Tears of Joy[image: ]

Luke Next page! Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]






NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

Cromwell Road, South Kensington, London SW7 5BD


22 September 1983

Dear Monique (and Alison),

Thank you for your letter. The museum looks forward to welcoming you and your class.

You will find a wide range of stationery, keyrings and bookmarks in our lovely shop. We also stock toy animals and other items such as postcards, beer mats and ashtrays. Prices range from 40p to £1.50.

I guarantee you will not see a live snake. In fact, there are no living animals here because we are a history museum. We focus on the past to help understand the present and prepare for the future. Our animal exhibits are either skeletons from archaeological digs, preserved by taxidermy many years ago, or models.

I’m sorry to hear about your camping trip – it sounds very unfortunate. I can assure you there will not be any dead human bodies at our museum.

I hope you have a wonderful time.

Yours sincerely,

Joan Ayodele

Assistant Curator, Mammals

PS There are lots of toilets. Just follow the signs.


Hunter Family Chat Group

Dad OK, so you’ve got a new box to look through Shortcake[image: ] but: don’t email ANYONE without asking first.

Mum Yes. We don’t want a repeat of last time when a criminal arrived on our doorstep!

Luke Thumbs Up[image: ]

Dad Ava?

Ava Grinning Face[image: ]

Mum We’re off tomorrow. Luke, be good for Dad and we’ll send your love to Nanny and Grandad Ingleby.

***

Luke Are you there yet?

Ava Just arrived. Nanny and Grandad Ingleby look older than ever.

I hope you’ve not read any more without me?

Luke No! I was waiting. But here’s the next page Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]





22 September 1983

[image: Why I should go on the trip, even though I’m on report by Bradley Ryan]
Dear Mrs Harney,

Mrs Gujari says this letter is my only chance of going to the Natural History Museum, because I’m ‘On Report’. That means I have to get a piece of paper signed by a teacher after every lesson to say if I’ve beehaved well or not. I suppose you already no that, seeing as your the headmistress. You must also no it means I can’t go on the trip, becoz it’s only for good kids. But dinosaurs are my favourite thing of all time and the museum has loads so I REALLY want to go.

Not getting in trouble seems easy for everyone else. It’s not fair. Yesterday I was in the lunch cue and a boy walked past who ALWAYS kicks me on the ancle and gets away with it. I didn’t want him to kick me again so I kicked him first. Then I hit him. That’s when Mr Bellamy and Mrs Gujari pulled me away. But he was about to kick me, I no it!

I couldn’t tell them why I done it coz that would make me a snitch and my stepdad says if you snitch, its worse than whatever the person did in the first place. Thats why he’s in prison for somethin he didn’t do. Plus, he was framed. And in the wrong place at the wrong time. And the police dont like him. And the judge was asleep and the jury were nobbled. Thats what he says, anyway.

I’ve got a book about dinosaurs. My real dad got it for me from the library when I was little – before he died. It has pages on Stegosaurus, Brontosaurus, Triceratops, Pterodactyl, Diplodocus and my favourite, Tyrannosaurus Rex.

I was extra careful to spell them all right, becoz I like them so much. My dream is to find a T-Rex egg and hatch it. I’d take it for walks, as Mum says I cant have a dog coz they cost too much.

That’s why I REALLY REALLY REALLY want to go on the trip. Please. I promise I’ll be good the hole day and will avoid Jellyhead Jackson so I don’t end up fighting him again. PLEASE.

Bradley Ryan


Luke Bradley should be allowed on the trip. He really loves dinosaurs.

Ava He was fighting in the lunch queue. So no.

Luke He was being bullied and didn’t want to tell anyone!

Ava Actions have consequences, Luke Shrimp[image: ]

Luke Face with Tears of Joy[image: ] That’s exactly how Dad messages! Gorilla[image: ] Shortcake[image: ] Soccer Ball[image: ]

Ava I don’t think they’ll let Bradley go. Dad always says teachers were stricter in the past.

Luke Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]







Brewford Middle School

Matchley Road, Brewford, Coltern CN2 9BH



Thursday, 22 September 1983

Dear Bradley,

Thank you for your letter.

I have considered your request, but I’m afraid I cannot overlook the fact that you kicked and hit another boy in the dining room. There is no excuse for this behaviour.

I have arranged for Mr Driver to help you with your maths on Monday, while the others are on the trip. I see your marks are well behind the rest of your class, so I’m sure you will enjoy the chance to catch up.

I have no doubt your teacher and classmates will talk about the museum and all the exciting things they saw there. You may then enjoy hearing about the dinosaurs.

I expect you to learn an important life lesson: that actions have consequences.

Regards,

Mrs Harney

Headmistress


Ava See!

Luke Crying Face[image: ]

Ava Do you remember Wooster? Nanny and Grandad’s Cat Face[image: ]. He’s already scratched my arm and bitten Mum.

Luke How are Nanny and Grandad?

Ava Grandad’s being a bit weird. He acted like he didn’t know who I was when we got here.

Luke Hmm … That IS weird. We only saw them at Christmas!

Ava Send the next paper please, Luke!







Brewford Middle School

Matchley Road, Brewford, Coltern CN2 9BH



Thursday, 22 September 1983

Dear Brewford Coaches,

I would like to confirm our booking for three coaches on Monday 26 September. Pick-up from our school at 7.30 a.m., to arrive at the Natural History Museum, London, by 10 a.m. The coaches will wait then drive them back to school at 3 p.m., arriving back by 5 p.m. You will find a cheque enclosed for £90.00, as agreed.

We will seat twenty children each in two coaches and nineteen in the third (as a child has been excluded from the trip). A teacher will travel in each coach.

I want to stress that the fourth-form trip to Bakewell last year was unusually eventful and certainly not the norm for our school. The stolen items have been returned and repairs paid for. I have ensured that such a disaster will not happen again by weeding out troublemakers before the trip!

Thank you in advance for the patience and understanding of your lovely drivers.

Regards,

Mrs Harney

Headmistress




THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

LONDON


STAFF NOTICE

23 September 1983, 9 a.m.

It has been brought to my attention that an ammonite has disappeared from a locked display cabinet. This specimen remained in the same limestone cliff for more than 66 million years. Yet, after a mere one hundred years in our museum, it has vanished!

If someone borrowed the exhibit and failed to replace it, please be aware that this is NOT in the interests of the museum or its visitors, and is certainly not in the interests of natural history!

However, if the specimen is returned to its cabinet by the end of today, I will say no more.

EXCEPT that, in future, any member of staff removing items from displays MUST obtain permission from me BEFORE they do so. This will mean explaining, in writing, WHY.

I anticipate your full cooperation with this request.

Edward Mosham

Curator of Fossil Invertebrates

12 p.m. The exhibit has been returned. Thank you.

E.M. 23/9/83


Ava Last time we looked up words and things we don’t understand in case it helped us solve the mystery. Let’s do that again.

Luke Good idea. I know what an ammonite is.

[image: Ammonite Fossil]

The preserved remains of an extinct sea creature with a distinctive coiled shell. Ammonites are one of the most common fossils found on Earth. They are thought to have lived between 450 million and 66 million years ago.


Ava These are words from the first letter from Joan at the museum:

Archaeological – studying history by digging things up out of the ground Bone[image: ]

Taxidermy – stuffing dead animals to make them look alive Face Vomiting[image: ]

Curator – a person who looks after things in a museum.

Luke I know what archaeological means, though if I didn’t have autocorrect on it would be difficult to spell.

Ava Edward Mosham’s notice is put up three days before the school trip. And it says the fossil that went missing was returned the same day Thinking Face[image: ] So what’s the mystery?

Luke There’s loads more things in the box Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]


26/9/83

Dear Miss Horner,

Welcome to the Natural History Museum. I apologize for bothering you on your first day, but a large shipping crate arrived at

8 a.m. this morning with no name or sender’s details.

When mysterious deliveries like this arrive, the head curator – you! – must open it.

It’s too big for the post room, so I dragged it to Room 8 in the basement.

Edward 
(Curator of Fossil Invertebrates)

PS You’ll need a crowbar to open it. I’ll pop back and leave one on top for you.

PPS It might be my imagination, but were there strange sounds coming from it?

PPPS No! It must’ve been the echoes and whispers you always get down here.



26/9/83, 8.10 a.m.

Dear Edward,

You weren’t in your office when I dropped by, so I’m writing this on your office notepad. I need to do my daily check of the Mammal Rooms – I do this at 8.15 a.m. every day, to be ready for opening at 8.30 a.m. – so can’t wait for you to return, I’m afraid.

I saw on the staff noticeboard your missing fossil was returned last Friday, the same day it went missing. This may be nothing, but we’ve also had some odd things happen to some of our exhibits.

On Friday morning I found one of our mongooses had been turned to face the wall! No one but me has a key to that case and I never let my keys out of my sight, so who can have moved it? The same thing happened to the rhino in the main room. He’s standing on a plinth to greet visitors as they enter, but on Friday he was facing the wall too! Turning him would take a lot of effort!

On Saturday things became much worse. During my morning rounds, I saw – to my absolute horror – that an entire display case of small monkeys had been turned to the wall. I don’t have to tell you the strength it would require for one of those cabinets to budge an inch!

I haven’t told anyone in my department (or anyone else) yet, in case they are upset or afraid, and I don’t want to worry Miss Horner on her first day here. But perhaps your experience with the missing ammonite might shed some light on these odd events? Please let me know.

Thanks in advance,

Joan Ayodele

Assistant Curator, Mammals



26/9/83

Dear Joan,

Now I’ve missed YOU – I’m assuming you’re on your walk around, as it’s now just 8.30 a.m. – so I’ll write this note on YOUR notepad!

Yes, the ammonite reappeared without a word. I promised in my notice to ask no questions and am sure whoever ‘borrowed’ it now recognizes their mistake, so I haven’t taken the matter any further.

But there is no need to worry – I believe I have a simple explanation for the curious behaviour of your exhibits.

Our museum is in the middle of four main roads. Traffic circulates around us – all day and night. Meanwhile, the Circle, District and Piccadilly underground lines rumble beneath, shaking our foundations every minute or two, like a miserable ogre stomping around his lair!

It should be no surprise that our exhibits are rocked and wobbled so much that they gradually turn and shift about!

There’s no need to worry our new head curator with such trivial matters. She’ll have lots to do on her first day and, as I always say, it’s best you speak to me before bothering anyone higher up.

Edward


[image: Different objects and creatures are labelled with the names of students from Missus Gujari’s class. Text reads, ‘What I’m looking forward to seeing at the Natural History Museum.’]
[image: ]
Luke Unicorn[image: ] Vampire[image: ] and Big Foot[image: ] Face with Tears of Joy [image: ]

Ava Biscuits, crisps and sandwiches! I like this class Smiling Face with Sunglasses[image: ]

Luke I like Florence’s Pterodactyl Smiling Face with Heart-Eyes[image: ]

Ava It’s huge Eyes[image: ] and William’s giraffe is teeny Magnifying Glass Tilted Right[image: ]

Luke Face with Tears of Joy[image: ] Mikhail’s favourite thing is the coach Face with Tears of Joy[image: ]

Ava Mongoose – not a goose at all! Face with Peeking Eye[image: ] But a little mousey mammal!

Luke Next page is from a workbook! The writing is so neat … Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]





[image: NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM WORKBOOK]

Name: Florence Fowler

Date we visited:

26 September 1983 (only we haven’t visited yet because I’m writing this the night before).

What is the first thing you notice as you enter the museum?

On Friday Mrs G gave us these workbooks so we could put them in our bags ready for the trip on Monday. When they were all handed out, Brenda whined she hadn’t got one. Mrs G thought she’d miscounted and quickly got another out of the cupboard, while I sat there looking innocent because really I accidentally-on-purpose took TWO. Ha ha!

I need this extra workbook to keep a REAL record of the trip. I’ll complete the other one properly and hand it in, so no one suspects a thing. You see, when I grow up I want to be a gossip columnist. That’s someone who reports on what people are REALLY doing while they’re pretending to do what they’re told.

On a school trip, A LOT happens that adults don’t realize, but thanks to ME, my readers – YOU – will know everything. Because who cares about dead things in dusty old cabinets, or which rock is the prettiest? BORING! You want the story-behind-the-story (as they say on Nationwide), the hot-off-the-press gossip and news!

Follow the signs to the Bird Room and find the first exhibit. Explain what you see.

HE’S OUT!

Let’s start with the news everyone is talking about. Bradley Ryan has been BANNED from the trip because he kicked ‘Jellyhead’ Jackson Green. The school corridors were buzzing with questions last week. Would Mrs Harney let Bradley come after all, or would there be an empty seat on the bus? I can exclusively report that Bradley will NOT be coming. He has to stay and do maths with Mr Driver all day! NIGHTMARE!

Draw a picture of your favourite bird.

ARE THEY, OR AREN’T THEY?

Are Mr Bellamy and Miss Clarke boyfriend-and-girlfriend? This is the longest-running rumour in the whole of Brewford Middle. She gives him a lift to school every day to ‘save petrol’ because they live near each other (I know this because I asked). They’re very careful to sit apart in the dining room, yet they are REGULARLY spotted together, deep in conversation. We all suspect the truth.

Is it me, or have they been especially whispery and secretive since term began three weeks ago? Did something happen over the summer? Both will be on the trip tomorrow. Could this be the moment we finally have proof??

WHO DARES … WINS! EXCLUSIVE!

Usually, the Awesome Foursome of Shaun, Sanjay, Lucy and Diane are best friends (Sanjay and Shaun have the same foster mum and the four of them live on the same street). BUT ever since Shaun said Lucy stole his idea to draw a vampire on the class poster (meaning Shaun had to draw his second-favourite thing, a sandwich) the four of them have been AT WAR!

When a friend upsets you it feels MUCH worse than when anyone else does … Why is that? I have EXCLUSIVE news that each pair has dared the other to move something in the museum to somewhere it REALLY shouldn’t be. I also happen to know that the dare is LEGALLY BINDING, thanks to Diane’s mum, who’s a lawyer. Apparently, Diane found a pad of blank contracts and ‘borrowed’ one! More later, dear reader!

And that’s a wrap! On the night before our big trip, this is Florence Fowler with all the news, all the chat, all the time, whether you like it or not!


Ava Florence drew a picture bigger than anyone else’s on the poster, stole a workbook and is reporting secretly on the whole trip! I love her Smiling Face with Heart-Eyes[image: ]

Luke She’s already solved one mystery for us Magnifying Glass Tilted Right[image: ]

Ava Smiling Face with Heart-Eyes[image: ] Red Question Mark[image: ]

Luke The Awesome Foursome dare each other to move things around the museum! That’s why the curators are complaining about things going missing and moving!

Ava LUKE! Those letters are dated BEFORE the school trip Magnifying Glass Tilted Right[image: ]

Luke But maybe it was a thing people did in the old days??? Other visitors could have been doing it too.

Ava Face with Rolling Eyes[image: ] What’s next?

Luke Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]





BREWFORD COACHES



Driver Report and Incident Log

Driver name: Barry Johnson

Job number: 10566788

Coach: Bedford YLQ, reg. BRF 79S, a.k.a. ‘Dolly’

Date: 26/9/83

Time: 7.30 a.m.–5 p.m. (approx.)

Route: BMS to NHM

Return? Y

Departure Report:

7.15 a.m. – collect Dolly from depot. Check tyres (OK), lights (OK), litter (one Opal Fruits wrapper removed from seat), emergency exit door was open (so I closed it).

7.29 a.m. – parked Dolly outside BMS.

7.30 a.m. – tea break with Pat and Jerry.

7.40 a.m. – teachers checked all kids were on coaches.

7.41 a.m. – waited while teacher looked for missing kid and called parents.

7.45 a.m. – tea break with Pat and Jerry.

7.54 a.m. – missing kid appears (other kids chant ‘Jellyhead’, which is an odd name if you ask me). Pat, Jerry and I get in our driving seats and prepare to take these three chariots to London!

7.55 a.m. – loud screams from back seat. I braked sharply. Teacher investigated. A girl called Joanna had forgotten lunch bag.

7.56 a.m. – teacher called parents.

7.56 a.m. – tea break with Pat and Jerry.

7.59 a.m. – Ford Capri screeched to a stop inches away from Dolly. Lunch bag thrown out of window. Teacher caught it. Ford Capri screeched away.

8.00 a.m. – finally, we were off.

Log any journey incidents or unscheduled stops below:

8.14 a.m. – joined motorway. Call for a toilet stop from back of bus.

8.22 a.m. – left motorway for service station stop.

8.23 a.m. – entire coach of kids troop to toilets.

8.24 a.m. – teacher troops to toilets after them.

8.25 a.m. – I troop to toilets.

8.38 a.m. – we’re back on the road!

Arrival Report:

9.55 a.m. – we arrived at NHM. Teacher finally worked out how to switch microphone on. Explained to kids that workbooks must be handed in on the journey home. Got them all to hold up workbooks and pens.

9.57 a.m. – tense moment when three kids couldn’t find either. Teacher said she has plenty of spares. All three suddenly found their workbooks and pens.

9.58 a.m. – kids and teacher disembark from Dolly.

10.00 a.m. – parked Dolly in the coach park behind the museum, joined Pat and Jerry, who arrived twenty minutes ago and were already having a tea break.


Luke The coach is called Dolly! Face with Tears of Joy[image: ]

Ava I wonder what Pat and Jerry’s coaches are called.

Luke Dolly must be the coach Mrs Gujari’s class are in, because Jellyhead and Joanna are there. The next pages are a bit weird. They’re all torn from different workbooks.

Ava Maybe whoever put them in the box meant them to be read in order? Who’s the first one by?

Luke William – the teeny-tiny giraffe fan! Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]





[image: NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM WORKBOOK]

Name: William

Date we visited:

26 September 1983

What is the first thing you notice as you enter the museum?

Dippy! The giant dinosaur skeleton, and it’s the best thing I’ve ever seen. I asked Mrs Gujari if it would fall on our heads and she said it’s been there since 1905 (seventy-eight years ago – I worked it out!), so if it was going to fall, it would have by now. Phew! Imagine trying to put all the bones back together! It would be like the world’s hardest Lego kit. Actually, it sounds fun.

Mrs Gujari says we should be glad dinosaurs became extinct millions of years ago – or we’d have to run very fast to escape being eaten as they are so big. I told her that Dippy is a Diplodocus (I just learned how to spell that), so it’s a vegetarian and would only chase us if we were carrying a cabbage or something. Mrs Gujari thanked me for correcting her, but she didn’t look that grateful, if you ask me.

I’ve never seen a room as big as this because I live in a flat with a little hall and two lifts. The ceiling here is so high that all our class could stand on each other’s shoulders and still not reach the top! Mrs Gujari let us look at Dippy for a bit and then told us to put our lunch bags in a crate, which would be taken to the Sandwich Room. Then we got into our pairs so we could start walking around.

My best friend, Bradley, wasn’t allowed to come on the trip and my next best friend, James, was paired with Adrian. So Mrs Gujari stuck me with Jellyhead. NOOOOO!

I stayed behind after class last week and told her I didn’t want to be his buddy because he won’t do the workbook properly and I’ll end up doing it all. I didn’t tell her my other reasons, which are: 1) Jellyhead is why Bradley is banned from the trip so I’m very annoyed with him, and 2) if he sees I’ve got something with me I shouldn’t have, he’ll take it.

Mrs Gujari gave me a ‘look’ (she does that a lot) and said if I agreed to pair with Jellyhead I could have the front seat of the coach on the way home. Obviously I said yes, because if you can’t sit in the back row with your best friend (which I can’t, because Bradley isn’t here) then that’s the best seat. But as I’m writing this, Jellyhead is throwing peanuts so they land in Dippy’s mouth and I’m regretting making that deal. I should have asked to go round with James and Adrian instead, like three of the girls are doing. But now the teachers have already gone to the cafe and everyone else is in the first room, so it’s too late to switch. Maybe I’ll get lucky and lose him. Here goes.
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Make your way to the Insect Room. How many species of insects are there?

The coach journey here was FULL of mystery, intrigue and gossip!

EGG-STRAORDINARY EVENTS!

When you’re all settled on the bus, ready to go to a museum full of ancient things, what does everyone need to know? That’s right! Who’s got egg sandwiches? Feweee! Why do adults pack us off on school trips with stink bombs in our bags, when real stink bombs are banned?

I can EXCLUSIVELY report that Lucy, Simon, Monique and Diane have egg sandwiches. You heard it here first!

Explain the life-cycle of an insect.

FLASH! BANG! WALLOP!

William has a camera! He thinks no one saw him take it out of his bag on the coach, but he was sitting in front of me and I don’t miss a thing. It’s against the rules to bring cameras. William is the cleverest boy in our class, NEVER gets in trouble and ALWAYS follows the rules (unlike his best friend, Bradley!), so why would he break this one? I’m on the case – check back soon for updates!

Why are insects so important to ecosystems?

MYSTERY OF THE SERVICE STATION TOILETS

It will not surprise you, dear reader, that once again Asha was the first one on the coach to say she needed a wee when we had barely got anywhere. Mrs G told her to cross her legs and the feeling would go away. But Asha said if she didn’t get to a toilet soon, she would wet herself. The driver sped to the next service station. That’s where the mystery began!

The service station was just an old kiosk with dusty old sweets and an even older man standing behind it, a concrete toilet block covered in graffiti, and a rusty old horse you put ten pence in to ride on. Mrs G said only people who actually wanted the loo should get off the bus, but obviously EVERYONE got off just to explore the super-creepy place!

I know the coach was empty and I saw the driver lock the door when we went to the loo. I was first back on and went straight to the back seat, where I stopped in surprise – because there on the cushion was a plastic dinosaur. A T-Rex. Who put it there while the coach was LOCKED?? I don’t know. But I will find out!

This is Florence Fowler on the steps of the Natural History Museum, with all the news, all the chat, all the time, whether you like it or not!


Luke There hasn’t been a mystery yet Face Screaming in Fear[image: ] unless you count a toy dinosaur appearing on a coach T-Rex[image: ]

Ava What did you and Dad do today?

Luke Dad was busy working so I played Minecraft with Daisy. Then we went to the pool for a swimming lesson and then Pear Tree Park Skull and Crossbones[image: ]

Ava Serious FOMO Worried Face[image: ]

Luke It was crowded with little kids – you’d have found it annoying. What did you do?

Ava Mum took Grandad to the doctors and Nanny showed me her old jewellery. Each necklace and ring had a little story about either Mum or Grandad or Uncle Max. It was really sweet Black Heart[image: ]

Then we were SUPPOSED to go swimming at the pool near here.

Luke I remember that one! It’s LOADs better than ours Star-Struck[image: ] It has waterslides! Now I have FOMO Frowning Face[image: ]

Ava We didn’t go Crying Face[image: ] Mum and Grandad were ages, then Mum rang Nanny to say she had to drive him to the hospital.

Luke The hospital? Is he really ill?

Ava I don’t know. Mum didn’t say much when they got back. But he came home and seems the same to me. So Face Screaming in Fear[image: ]

Luke I’m glad Grandad didn’t have to stay in hospital.

Ava Mum is really quiet Crying Face[image: ]

Luke Shall we read the next page?

Ava Black Heart[image: ]

Luke Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]
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Name: James Buckingham

Date we visited:

26 September 1983

What is the first thing you notice as you enter the museum?

That my trip buddy, Adrian, forgot to hand in his lunch. Now Mrs Gujari has gone, so he’s stuck with it and it’s a BIG rucksack. He won’t let go of it, even to write in his workbook!

Can’t stop thinking about Bradley. He’s meant to be doing maths with Mr Driver right now. Wonder where he is?



26/9/83, 10.15 a.m.

Dear Edward,

Apologies! I didn’t see your note about the shipping crate when I arrived this morning, so have only just visited the basement to examine it.

It does indeed look intriguing. I especially like the pretty stamp on the label – perhaps a company logo or emblem of some kind?

Unfortunately, that proved to be the most interesting thing about it. Once I’d prised the lid off (thank you for the crowbar!), I peered inside, hoping to find a fascinating object or new documents about any of our many collections, but am disappointed to report the crate was totally empty! Whatever it once contained has either been lost or stolen, and with no sender’s address we can’t trace where it’s from. Quite a mystery! Please can you organize for someone to remove the crate and throw it away? I have many other things to attend to on my first day. Thank you.

Felicity Horner


Hunter Family Chat Group

Mum Luke, did Dad tell you we’re staying here a bit longer?

Luke Ava said Grandad went to hospital. Is he OK?

Mum He’s OK. But they’re both getting older. They need people to come and check on them every day.

It’s taking a while to sort everything out and we’ll stay here until then.

Dad We all understand that Mum needs our support too, so let’s help all we can. OK?

Luke Black Heart[image: ]

Ava yellow heart[image: ]

***

Luke Daisy says she’s going to miss you and Mum.

Ava Missing Daisy too! Dog Face[image: ] yellow heart[image: ] I don’t think Wooster would miss us if we left. He’s a big grump.

Luke Maybe we can ask Mum and Dad to take us to the Natural History Museum when you’re home. We could see Dippy the Diplodocus!

Ava It’s not there any more. A whale skeleton hangs from the ceiling now.

Luke Crying Face[image: ] Why does everything have to change!

Ava Let’s get back to the case. It’ll keep our minds off things.

Luke The next workbook page is from Monique and Alison Downwards Black Arrow[image: ]
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