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Commissioned by Mughal emperor  Shah Jahan as a mausoleum for his wife Mumtaz Mahal, the white marble Taj Mahal in Agra is considered to be the pinnacle of Indo-Islamic architecture. Begun in 1632, the perfectly symmetrical building took  16 years to complete. 
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mya
104 mya–10,000 bce400 kyaneanderthals appearNeanderthals, named after the Neander Valley in Germany where they were discovered in 1856, ﬁrst began to appear in Europe and Asia. They were well adapted to the colder climate of the north, and ﬂourished there until about 40 kya. Contrary to popular belief, the Neanderthals were intelligent and inventive, and as well as being skilled toolmakers, made clothes and footwear, and had a culture that included burial of the dead.4 mya  Australopithecines flourishA genus of early hominins capable of walking upright, the Australopithecines, began to thrive on the grasslands of Africa.1.9 myause of SPECIALIzED TOOLS Homo erectus (“upright man”), a descendant of the Australopithecines, evolved. Recognizably diﬀerent from the earlier ape-like ancestors of humans, Homo erectus developed the skill of chipping stone to make sophisticated cutting and hunting tools, and about one million years ago learned how  to make and use ﬁre.△ Stone hand-axe of the lower Palaeolithic300 kya Homo sapiens, the ﬁrst modern humans, appear in Africa◁ Replica Australopithecus africanus skull, named “Mrs Ples”▽ Fossilized headless remains of a young Neanderthal man2.5 mya Homo habilis emerges and uses simple stone tools
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1110,000 
bce
4 mya–10,000 bce46–40 kyaPAINTINGS APPEAR  ON CAVE WALLS The earliest known representational art, dating from more than 45,500 years ago, was discovered on the walls of caves in Sulawesi, Indonesia. Although some non-ﬁgurative cave decoration predates this, it marks the beginning of a period of cave painting in various locations in Indonesia, France, and the Iberian peninsula. At the same time, the ﬁrst representational sculptures appeared in Europe, carved in bone, ivory, and stone.113 kya100,000 year ICE AGE BEGINSThe climate change that had begun in about 200 kya accelerated, marking the beginning of the Last Glacial Period, an ice age that lasted for over 100,000 years. As it intensiﬁed, the expanding ice sheet  forced human populations southwards.◁ A painting from Chauvet Cave in France 18 kya The craft of pottery  develops in China14–12 kyafirst HUMAN SETTLEMENTSThe Last Glacial Period was followed  by a rapid warming, bringing major environmental changes. Large animals adapted to the ice age, such as the mammoth, died out, causing  a shortage of big game for hunting. The new conditions forced a change in human behaviour: people largely abandoned the nomadic hunter-gatherer existence in favour of a settled lifestyle in  small communities, prompting  the development of domestic utensils such as pottery.◁ Reconstruction of  Jōmon pot, Japan200 kya Human migration from  Africa into Europe and Asia begins 62 kya The bow and arrow replaces the spear for hunting smaller game◁ The polar ice  cap in the Last Glacial Period
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1210,000 
bce
10,000 bce–3000 bcec. 4100–2900 bceCITY-STATES APPEAR  IN MESOPOTAMIAOne of the earliest civilizations, Sumer, emerged as settlements appeared in the region between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in present-day Iraq. Many of these villages developed into larger urban centres. The most important of these was Uruk, the ﬁrst true city, which became the political and cultural centre of the region. At its height, the city–state of Uruk had  up to 80,000 inhabitants, about half  of whom lived in the city itself.▷ White temple at Uruk, modern visualizationc. 9500 bce TEMPLES OF GoBEKLI TEPEA complex of circles of stone pillars was constructed in Anatolia, southeastern Turkey,  at the site known now as Göbekli Tepe. The intricately carved, T-shaped pillars were set in sockets cut into the rock ﬂoor. They were  arranged in circular layouts believed to have had a religious or ritual purpose, making them the earliest known religious structures in the world.◁ Circular temple at Göbekli Tepe The first metals to be worked  were gold and copperc. 5000–3520 bce Small villages are established during the Early Jōmon   period in Japan c. 8000 bce Walled settlements, such as Jericho, arise, oﬀering defence against ﬂood as well as invasionc. 5500–2800 bce Settlements in the Indus Valley mark the beginnings of the early  Harappan Civilization


[image: background image]
133000 
bce
10,000 bce–3000 bce3100 bceNarmer unifies egyptThe two kingdoms of Upper  and Lower Egypt were  uniﬁed by Narmer (also known  as Menes), who then became the founder of the First Dynasty, the ﬁrst pharaoh of the Early Dynastic Period. His momentous achievement was  commemorated in the images and hieroglyphics inscribed on artefacts such as the “Narmer Palette”, an ornamental tablet for grinding and mixing cosmetics.c. 4500 bce Metal smelting develops from the extraction of copper from ore in ﬁresc. 9500–3500 bce EVOLUTION OF AGRICULTUREc. 9500 bce  In the “fertile crescent” of Egypt and western Asia, people harvest and later cultivate wild grasses.c. 5000–3000 bce The Yangshao Culture emerges in China from the Yellow River to parts of Gansu. The people grow mainly millet.3500 bce Early forms  of plough are invented in several diﬀerent places; cattle and donkeys are  used as draught animals.c. 8500 bce Goats and sheep are the ﬁrst animals to be domesticated as agriculture becomes established in the Middle East.The adoption of agriculture and abandonment of the nomadic lifestyle prepared the ground for the ﬁrst  settled civilizations.c. 3500 bce Huaricanga, the ﬁrst city of the Norte Chico civilization in Peru, is foundedc. 3500 bce The earliest earthwork complex in North America is constructed at Watson Brake, Louisiana▷ The Narmer palettec. 3500 bceearly wheeled TRANSPORTAs farmers in Mesopotamia domesticated larger animals, such as cattle and donkeys, they realized their potential as draught animals for drawing a plough or pulling a cart. Using solid wooden wheels, the Sumerians built four-wheeled carts for agricultural use. Chariots for military and ceremonial purposes modelled  on these carts soon followed. △ Sumerian chariot depicted on the Standard of Ur
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143000 
bce
3000 bce–2000 bcec. 2686–2181 bce mummification  developedIn the Egyptian Old Kingdom (c. 2686–2181 bce), the bodies of the pharaohs,  their families and other nobles, were preserved by  a process of mummiﬁcation, embalmed and wrapped in cloth, before being entombed with a wealth  of funerary treasures.c. 2900 bce cuneiform writing systemThe Mesopotamians of Sumer devised a method of recording transactions by making impressions in soft clay  with a stick. These simple tally marks developed into a sophisticated  writing system using wedge-shaped (cuneiform) symbols to represent words and syllables, rather than the pictograms used in hieroglyphics.△ The god Anubis mummiﬁes a corpse, painting at Tomb of Amennakhtc. 3000 bce Construction  of Stonehenge begins on Salisbury Plain in the west  of England“Only the gods dwell forever in sunlight.As for man, his days are numbered.”EPIC OF GILGAMESH, MESOPOTAMIAN POEM, c. 2100 bce2334–2279 bcesargon the great of akkadThrough his conquests of neighbouring kingdoms, Sargon  extended his rule from Akkad (east of the Tigris), becoming the ﬁrst leader to rule over an empire of subject city–states.c. 2600 bce The irst stepped pyramids are built in Caral, the major city of the Norte Chico civilization, Peruc. 2560 bce The Great Pyramid of Giza, tomb of the pharaoh Khufu,  is completedc. 3000 bce The Elam civilization emerges along the eastern side of the Persian Gulf△ Clay tablet with cuneiform inscription
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152000 
bce
3000 bce–2000 bce2070–1600 bcexia DYNASTY in chinaAccording to tradition, Yu the Great founded the Xia Dynasty – the ﬁrst of the Chinese dynasties – when the Mandate of Heaven was bestowed on him by the last of the mythical Five Sovereigns. Yu became legendary not only for instigating dynastic rule in China, but also for his benevolent and wise leadership. Foremost among his achievements was the work he commissioned to control the persistent ﬂoods that threatened his homeland in central China. △ Yu the Great, legendary founder of the Xia dynasty c. 2100–2000 bce The Epic of Gilgamesh  is written on tablets in  the Sumerian language△ Ziggurat of Ur, restored and rebuilt 2112–2095 bceGREAT ZIGGURAT BUILT IN URAfter freeing his city from Akkadian and Gutian rule, King Ur-Nammu of Ur founded the neo-Sumerian Third dynasty of Ur. He built a  huge ziggurat  (step pyramid) in honour of the god Nannar. The monumental structure fell into disrepair after the fall of the Third Dynasty, but was rebuilt in the 6th century bce by Nabonidus, king of Babylonia.c. 2150 bce The kingdom  of Nubia is established  in the region to  the south of Egyptc. 2134 bce The Egyptian Middle Kingdom is  founded as  Mentuhotep II  reuniﬁes Egyptc.  2200 bce Iron smelting is developed in Anatolia by the  Hittites; they keep the process  a closely guarded secretc. 2500 bceconstruction OF MOHENJO-DAROThe Harappan civilization of the Indus Valley reached its peak between 2600 and 1900 bce. It contained several cities, including Harappa and Mohenjo-daro, with populations of about 50,000. Mohenjo-daro in particular was notable for its brick buildings, methodical urban planning, and sophisticated irrigation and sewage systems. ▽ Mohenjo-Daro, city ruinsc. 2334–2279 bce Sargon the Great conquers Sumer and Mesopotamia and founds the Akkadian Empire


[image: background image]
16THE AGE OF THE PYRAMIDSc. 2700–2200 bceTHE AGE OF THE 
PYRAMIDS
The Old Kingdom of Egypt  is often referred to as “The Age of the Pyramids”, because it encompasses the reigns of the great pyramid-building kings of the Third   (2686–2613 bce) to the Sixth (2345–2181 bce) Dynasties. In the 500-year period from about 2700 bce, architects developed the techniques to quarry limestone, transport huge quantities of the stone, and assemble the massive monuments that became symbolic of the majesty of ancient Egypt.The ﬁrst Egyptian pyramids appeared  in the reign of King Djoser, in the Third Dynasty. Djoser moved his royal capital to Memphis, and embarked upon a programme of building works to establish his court. This included the construction of a necropolis complex in nearby Saqqara overseen by his architect Imhotep, who is credited with the design of the ﬁrst pyramid. The simple step pyramid at Saqqara inspired Djoser’s successors in the Fourth Dynasty, such as King Sneferu, to reﬁne the design to create a true pyramid. Pyramid-building reached its high point with the construction of the great pyramids at Meidum and Dahshur, and the famous pyramid complex at Giza, built for kings Khufu, Khafre, and Menkaure.KEY MOMENTS27th century bce Early step pyramids  The ﬁrst Egyptian pyramids were tiered structures, built by adding successively smaller storeys of stone blocks onto a square or rectangular base. The model for these was Djoser’s Pyramid at Saqqara (left), which rose to a height of over 60 m (196 f t) in six steps.26th century bce First true pyramids  Architects of the Fourth Dynasty used much smaller steps to build a smoother pyramidal shape rising to a point, such as the Bent Pyramid of Dashur (left). The eﬀect was further enhanced by cladding the structure with polished white limestone slabs.26th century bce The Sphinx  Alongside the Giza pyramid complex is another iconic ancient Egyptian structure, the Sphinx (left) . Carved from the bedrock (but later restored with blocks of limestone), it is a colossal statue of the mythical cat-like sphinx, with the face of the then reigning King Khafre. 
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17THE AGE OF THE PYRAMIDSThe Great Pyramid of Giza was built in the 26th century bce as a tomb for the king, Khufu. The largest of the pyramids at Giza, with an original height of 146.5 m (481  ft), it represents the peak of the Egyptian art of pyramid-building, and is the oldest of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 
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182000 
bce
2000 bce–1500 bcec. 1900 bcethe Amorite conquestThe Amorites, a Semitic people from the Levant, traded in Akkadian Mesopotamia during the 21st century bce. They came to occupy much of the southern part of the region, setting up independent city–states. One of these, Babylon, came to particular prominence as the capital of what was to become the First Babylonian Empire.1900 bce Stonehenge completedBuilt at the centre of circular earthworks dating back to about 3000 bce, the stone monument now known as Stonehenge was completed some 1,000 years later. Huge standing stones topped with lintels were arranged in a ring around a horseshoe-shape of smaller stones, with an altar stone at the centre. Because the structure, and the avenue leading to it, are aligned with the sunrise at the summer solstice, it is believed to have had a religious or astronomical purpose.c. 1900 bceMinoan PalacesThe Minoan civilization became established on the island of Crete in about 3000 bce. It became a major trading power in the Mediterranean, and its prosperity is apparent in the impressive palaces – mainly administrative buildings – built from around 1900 bce onwards in cities such as Knossos, Phaistos, and on the island of Thera (Santorini). These were often several storeys high, ﬁtted with plumbing systems, and typically lavishly decorated. △ Palace of Knossos, now partly restored and rebuilt c. 1900 bce The Hittites  establish their empire  with its capital in  Hattusa, Anatolia△ Stonehenge, stone circle 1772 bce King Hammurabi of Babylon issues a law code that shifts emphasis from compensation of the victim to punishment of the oﬀender▽ Old Babylonian relief
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191500 
bce
2000 bce–1500 bcec. 1600 bce Global climate  begins to cool, possibly as a result of volcanic eruptions around the worldc. 1650 bce Northern Egypt  is occupied by invaders from the Levant, the Hyksos, the ﬁrst foreign rulers of Egypt1595–1530 bce The Hittites and Kassites use iron weapons and horse-drawn chariots in their invasion of Babylonc. 1810–1750 bceking hammurabiNow remembered for introducing his eponymous Babylonian law code, Hammurabi was revered in his own time for expanding the Babylonian Empire across almost all of Mesopotamia. ▽ Ahmose I, limestone statue1549–1069 bceEgypt New KingdomUnder Ahmose I – founder of the Eighteenth Dynasty – Egypt was reuniﬁed after the expulsion of the Hyksos rulers from the Nile Delta. So began Egypt’s most powerful period, the New Kingdom of Egypt, which saw the empire extend into Nubia and western Asia. In keeping with his Theban heritage, Ahmose moved the site of royal tombs from the pyramids to the Valley of the Kings near Thebes.c. 1600 bce A catastrophic volcanic eruption on Thera (Santorini) triggers the decline of the Minoan civilizationc. 1600 bceShang Dynasty establishedAfter the semi-mythical Xia Dynasty, the Yellow River valley was ruled by the ﬁrst Chinese kings for whom there is ﬁrm evidence – the Shang Dynasty. It was founded by Chen Tang, victor of the Battle of Mingtiao against the Xia. Artefacts made from bronze, jade, and ceramic,  and oracle bones (bones inscribed with characters and used for divination) attest to the cultural sophistication of the Shang. ◁ Oracle bone from  Shang dynasty
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201500 
bce
1500 bce–1000 bcec. 1500 bceNok culture emergesThe Nok culture, named after the village of Nok where its artefacts were ﬁrst discovered, began  to develop in what is today Nigeria. Best known for their stylized terracotta ﬁgures, the Nok people also discovered iron-smelting at around the same time as the Iron Age was getting under way in Europe and Asia. Their civilization was very long-lived, lasting until its sudden and mysterious disappearance in about 500 ce.1348 bce Religious reforms instituted in Egypt by Pharaoh Akhenaten reject old gods in favour of sun worship1336 bce Pharaoh Tutankhamun and his queen Nefertiti restore the old Egyptian religionc.1400 bceASSYRIANS ASSERT INDEPENDENCEAfter centuries of existing as disparate subject states of successive Akkadian and Babylonian empires in Mesopotamia, the Assyrians began to emerge as a single independent power.△ Assyrian cylinder seal with its impression◁ Nok terracotta ﬁgure1500–500 bce THE IRON AGEc. 1500 bce The Hittites in Anatoliadevelop techniques of iron-working (as seen in the axe head, above), but closely guard the secrets to maintain their superiority over neighbouring states.c. 500 bce Chinese metalworkers learn the processes of smelting and working iron and begin producing intricate pieces, such as this gold-inlaid belt hook (above). c. 1000 bce Iron technology spreads into western Asia and Europe, reaching as far north as the Shetland Islands (above). It is also discovered by the Nok of West Africa.Iron smelting was developed in Asia, became widespread in the Middle East in the 12th century bce, and slowly spread around the world.c. 1400 bce Vedic Sanskrit- speaking peoples migrate into India from the northwest and then spread out across north India1300 bce Urnfield culture, named after the practice of storing cremated ashes in urns, emerges in central Europe
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211000 
bce
1500 bce–1000 bce1264–1244 bce Rameses II expands egypt Under pharaoh Rameses II, the Egyptian Empire extended southwards into gold-rich Nubia. As well as subjugating the Nubian people, Rameses II instigated a huge construction project in his Nubian territory as a lasting symbol of Egyptian power. This took the form of two massive temples cut into the rock at Abu Simbel, with giant  relief ﬁgures carved into their facades:  the Great Temple dedicated to Rameses  himself; and the Small Temple to his  chief wife Nefertari. c. 1200 bce Olmec cultureThe earliest known civilization in Mesoamerica, the Olmec culture, developed from settlements in the Gulf region of Mexico, having its centre ﬁrst in San Lorenzo and later at La Venta. A prominent feature of the Olmec culture was its stone carving. As well as carved masks and axe heads presumed to be for ritual use, the Olmecs produced a  number of massive sculptures in volcanic basalt, known as the “colossal heads”.◁ Rameses II depicted in a temple reliefThe Phoenicians’ most important trading commodity was purple dye obtained from the murex sea snailc. 1200 bce Chavín culture emerges in the Peruvian Andes1046 bce The Zhou Dynasty conquers the ruling Shang Dynasty in Chinac. 1200 bce The kingdom of Lydia is established in Asia Minor after the decline of the Hittite empirec. 1100–800 bce The  Greek Dark Ages begin after the fall of the Mycenaeansc. 1100 bce The seagoing Phoenicians  rise to become a major Mediterranean power▷ Olmec “colossal head”  
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221000 
bce
1000 bce–901 bcec. 969–936 bceTYRE PROSPERS UNDER HIRAM I The city of Tyre was perfectly placed for trade on the coast of what is now Lebanon. Under King Hiram I, Tyre became a hub for much of  the region’s commerce. A major attraction for merchants was the programme  of building works Hiram initiated, providing warehouse facilities  in the fortiﬁed city.c. 1000 bce  KINGDOM OF KUSHWith the collapse of the Egyptian New Kingdom, the Nubians, who had been subjugated by the Egyptians, regained control of their lands. They founded the independent Kingdom of Kush, with its capital at Napata (present-day Karima, Sudan). Within only a couple of centuries, the Nubians controlled Upper Egypt and installed a Kushite dynasty that  went on to rule all of Egypt.c. 1000 bcePhoenician portsThe Phoenicians were the dominant maritime power in the eastern Mediterranean by the turn of the 10th century bce.  They began founding ports to facilitate the movement of goods around the Middle East: ports such as Tyre, Sidon, and Byblos gradually expanded and became prosperous autonomous city-states.▷ Pottery from the Kingdom of Kush▽ Phoenician merchant ship, reliefc. 1035?–970? bce  king davidAccording to Biblical narrative, David was a shepherd and musician who rose to power after killing the Philistine giant Goliath. He succeeded Saul as king of Israel, and led his people into Jerusalem. ▷ Carved head from Phoenician Tyrec. 1000 bce King David unites the Israelite tribes and conquers the city of Jerusalemc. 1000 bce Adena culture starts to develop along  the Ohio River in  North America
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23901 
bce
1000 bce–901 bce△ Assyrian bas-relief ▷ Map of Jerusalemc. 950 bce First Temple built  in jerusalem According to tradition, King David brought the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. However, it was his son Solomon who had a temple built to house it when he succeeded to the throne of Israel. The First Temple, as it became known, was the spiritual and cultural centre of the city, situated on Mount Moriah (the Temple Mount), until it was destroyed by Babylonians in 586  bce. c. 910 bce Scythia, in central Eurasia, becomes home to nomadic people from the steppes of Asia Hiram I supplied Solomon with cedar wood from Lebanon to build the Temple in Jerusalemc. 950 bce NEO-ASSYRIAN EMPIREEmerging from a “Dark Age” of decline that had aﬄicted much of the Middle East for more than a century, Assyria began to re-establish its empire. By the time Adad-nirari II came to the throne in 911 bce , the foundations for a Neo-Assyrian Empire had been laid, and under his leadership it conquered much of Mesopotamia and beyond. Its expansion made it the largest and most powerful empire the world had yet seen.c. 930 bce After Solomon’s death, his kingdom divides into Israel in the north, and Judah in the south
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24900 
bce
900 bce–801 bcec. 900 bceRISE OF CHAVIN CULTUREA civilization that emerged in the northern Peruvian Andes established its centre at the location of (modern) Chavín de Huantar. The city  built here included a complex of religious and ceremonial buildings adorned with typically Andean stone carvings.c. 900–400 bceETRUSCAN CIVILIzATIONSeveral city–states began to ﬂourish in northern Italy in the 9th century bce, evolving into  a civilization with a distinctive Etruscan culture. This prevailed for several centuries before becoming assimilated into the Roman state. Much of what is known about Etruscan society comes from artworks found in family tombs, including wall-paintings, pottery,  and bronze sculptures. ▷ Etruscan boar-shaped vesselc. 900 bce Phoenicians extend their influence across the Mediterranean, establishing colonies in North Africa and Southern SpainGlyphs found at La Venta suggest that the Olmecs  may have been the first  New World civilization to devise a system of writingc. 890–824 bceshalmaneser IIIThroughout his reign from about 859 bce until his death in 824 bce, Shalmaneser III waged a relentless campaign to continue the expansion of the Assyrian Empire begun by  his father.◁ Chavín gold pectoral decoration
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25801 
bce
900 bce–801 bcec. 900 bce OLMEC CULTURE MOVES TO LA VENTAAfter the Olmec city at San Lorenzo was badly damaged, perhaps by environmental change, its inhabitants set up a new centre in La Venta, about 75 km (45 miles) to the northeast. The new city was built on a grand scale, with paved roads, and dominated by a massive clay pyramid. Among the numerous artefacts discovered by archaeologists are ceremonial jade axes, sculpture, and pottery. ▷ Carthaginian clay protome△ Decoration on the Gates of Shalmaneser III, Nimrud863 bceNIMRUD BECOMES ASSYRIAN CAPITALThe Neo-Assyrian Empire strengthened in the 9th century bce. When Ashurnasirpal II became king, he embarked on a ruthless campaign of expansion, restoring Assyria to its former glory and power.  He moved his capital from Assur to Nimrud (also known as Kalhu) where he built opulent palaces. After his death, his son Shalmaneser III enthusiastically continued in his father’s footsteps.872 bce The Temple  of Luxor, Egypt, is inundated by severe  ﬂooding of the Nilec. 850 bce The Kingdom of Van  (in modern Armenia) asserts its independence from the Assyrian Empire under the reign of King Arame of Urartuc. 814 bceFOUNDING OF CARTHAGELegend surrounds the founding of the city of Carthage by the Phoenicians on the coast of present-day Tunisia. The most enduring account is that of Dido (or Elissa) from Tyre, who purchased the land and became its ﬁrst queen. What is not in doubt, however, is that it evolved from a Phoenician colony into a thriving city–state, the capital of a powerful Carthaginian Empire.836 bce Civil war breaks out in Egypt after a power struggle between factions of the royal family△ The Great Pyramid, La Venta 
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26800 
bce
800 bce–701 bce771 bceeastern zhou dynasty begins in china After the invasion of the Zhou capital, Haojing, by barbarians, the royal family were forced to ﬂee eastward, making Luoyi the capital of the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. This heralded the beginning of a period of decline of the power of the Zhou kings, and a fragmentation of the region into more autonomous states. This ﬁrst half of the Eastern Zhou dynasty became known as the Spring and Autumn Period (722–481 bce), named after an oﬃcial chronicle of the state of Lu, the Spring and Autumn Annals.c. 800 bcevedic periodThe composition of Sanskrit texts, the Brahmanas, and the ﬁrst of the Upanishads, marked the beginning of what is known as the later Vedic period of the Indo–Vedic civilization of northern India. These sacred texts, with others, were arranged into collections, the four Vedas, which were the foundation for Brahmanic religions. The texts  were also the cornerstone of  the principles of the Kuru  regional culture, inﬂuencing the development of its hierarchical social structure.◁ The sword of Goujian, king of Yue, one of the hegemons of the periodc. 800 bce The Hellenic people of city–states such as Sparta, Athens, and Thebes spread from mainland Greece to colonies around the Aegean◁ The sage Vyasa talks to King Janamejaya of the royal Kuru clan, codiﬁer of the Vedic texts▷ Naked Greek athletes  depicted on an amphora776 bce       FIRST PAN-HELLENIC  OLYMPIC GAMEsAccording to tradition, Olympia hosted the ﬁrst pan-Hellenic Games in 776 bce. A religious festival and athletic competition, the games  also had a political purpose, both fostering relationships between participating Greek city–states, and rekindling old rivalries. The ancient Olympic Games were held every four years, and continued even under Roman rule until the 4th century ce.
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800 bce–701 bce▽ Pyramids of Meroë  Sudan, Africac. 750 bce The epic poems of Homer are written down for the ﬁrst time, using a Phoenician-style alphabet◁ Romulus and Remus  suckled by a she-wolf 753 bceFounding of RomeThe enduring foundation myth of the city of Rome tells the story of the twin sons of the god Mars, Romulus and Remus. Left to die on the banks of the Tiber as babies, they were rescued and suckled by a she-wolf. They returned to the site as adults, intent on building a city there.  A dispute over where to locate the city led to the death of Remus, after which Romulus founded Rome on the Palatine Hill in 753 bce and reigned as its ﬁrst king.“Rome has grown since  its humble beginnings that  it is now overwhelmed  by its own greatness”LIVY, HISTORY OF ROME, 10 bce8th century bceHomerAuthor of the The Iliad and The Odyssey, Homer is a legendary ﬁgure. As part of an oral tradition, it is possible that poems ascribed to him are in fact the work of several authors over a long period.c. 720 bceCONSTRUCTION OF THE PYRAMIDS AT MEROE In the 8th century, the capital of the Kingdom of Kush was at Napata, but several members of the royal family originated from further south, in the city of Meroë. This became the chosen burial site for this side of the family, and a tomb complex was  built there in 720 bce. The pyramids containing the tombs were in the Nubian style, with steep sides. 745–727 bce The Assyrian Empire  expands across Mesopotamia, out to the Mediterranean, and from Scythia in the north to the Arabian peninsula c. 750 bce King Piye  of Kush invades Egypt  and establishes a Nubian  25th Dynasty
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700 bce–601 bcec. 700 bce EXPANSION OF NINEVEHSennacherib came to the throne  of the Neo-Assyrian Empire in 705 bce. As well as continuing the expansion of the empire, he set about moving the capital to the city of Nineveh. This involved  an extensive programme of renovation in the old city, centred around a “Palace without a rival”, making it one of the largest and most important cities in the world at that time. ◁ Sennacherib’s “Palace without a Rival”660 bceLEGENDARY FIRST  EMPEROR OF JAPAN According to tradition, Jimmu, a descendant of Amaterasu the sun goddess, became the ﬁrst Emperor of Japan after conquering the whole country. There is little historical evidence of his existence, and the legend appears to be a conﬂation of mythology and real events. Nevertheless, the supposed date of his accession, 11 February, is still celebrated in Japan as National Foundation Day. 671 bce Egyptian capital Memphis  is captured by Assyrian king Esarhaddon; it is regained by the Egyptians  eight years later685–668 bceSPARTA EMERGES AS the  DOMINANT POWER IN GREECESparta regarded strength and discipline as ideals, and produced  an army of fearless ﬁghting men, conspicuous in the battleﬁeld in their distinctive battle dress and crested helmets. As a result, in the 7th century bce it emerged as the foremost military power in Greece, valuable as an ally, and dangerous as an enemy. ▷ Spartan warrior, bronze689 bce The city  of Babylon is destroyed by Assyrian emperor Sennacherib 
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700 bce–601 bce△ Laozi riding an ox△ Emperor Jimmu and the rising sunThe library of Ashurbanipal contained texts on more than 30,000 clay tablets▽ Stela of Ashurbanipal 621 bce The so-called “Age of Tyrants” begins in many Greek city–states 620 bce Draco sets out the first law code in Athens (hence “draconian”)620–600 bce True coins are used as currency for the ﬁrst time In Lydia (modern Turkey)7th century bceCHINA’s hundred schools of thoughtPhilosophy ﬂourished in the Eastern Zhou period in China. The diverse systems that emerged became known as the Hundred Schools of Thought, and included such thinkers as Laozi (founder of Daoism), Kong Fuzi (or Confucius, founder of Confucianism), Mozi (Mohism), and Hang  Feizi (Legalism).612 bce The collapse of the Neo-Assyrian Empire is triggered by the destruction of Nineveh by rebelling Babylonians and Medes 668 bce ASHURBANIPAL BECOMES ASSYRIAN EMPEROR Sometimes proclaimed as the “last great king of Assyria”, Ashurbanipal came to power when the Assyrian Empire was at its height. During his reign, he established Nineveh as the cultural, political, and commercial centre of the empire, with an extensive library housing texts such as the Epic of Gilgamesh, and buildings lavishly decorated with statues and bas-reliefs.
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600–322 bce GREEK PHILOSOPHYc. 530 bce Pythagoras  founds a school of mathematics and philosophy in a commune in Italy.c. 387 bce Plato, a protégé of Socrates, founds the Academy in Athens, where he presents his ideas to students from all Greece.399 bce Socrates, ﬁrst of the great Athenian philosophers, is accused of  corrupting youths and disrespecting the gods; he drinks hemlock rather than renounce his views.The foundations of western philosophy were laid by Greek thinkers, beginning in the 6th century bce and reaching a high point in Classical Athens.  c. 600 bce REGENERATION  OF BABYLONNebuchadnezzar II, ruler of the Neo-Babylonian Empire (r. 605–562 bce), was an inspirational military leader and became   known for his building projects throughout Mesopotamia. He ordered the regeneration of the city of Babylon to restore its fading reputation, including the rebuilding of the ziggurat and – legend has it – the creation of  the famous hanging gardens.△ The Cyrus Cylinder587 bce Nebuchadnezzar II destroys the temple in Jerusalem following a Jewish revolt550 bceCyrus the Great founds the Achaemenid EmpireCyrus was a king of Anshan, a subject nation of the Median Empire. He led a revolt, defeating the Medians and then conquering the Lydian Empire to form a new Achaemenid Empire, the First Persian Empire. Subsequently, Babylon also fell under Achaemenid rule, leading Cyrus to declare on an inscribed clay cylinder “I am Cyrus, King of the World”.c. 550 bce The Temple  of Artemis in Ephesus is rebuilt to replace the original destroyed by ﬂoods 590 bce The Nubian rulers of the Kingdom of Kush move their residence from Napata to Meroëc. 600 bce Thales of Miletus is one of the ﬁrst thinkers  to speculate about what everything in the universe  is made of.◁ The legendary hanging  gardens of Babylon 
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600 bce–501 bcec. 335 bce Aristotle, an alumnus of the Academy, founds his own school, the Lyceum, oﬀering alternative philosophical theories.  518 bceDARIUS THE GREAT BUILDS PERSEPOLIS, HIS NEW CAPITALDarius I ruled the Achaemenid Empire at its most powerful, and his 36-year reign  included reforms that uniﬁed the Persians. He oversaw a number of construction projects, improving roads and regenerating cities; the grandest of these projects was the building of a completely new ceremonial capital, Persepolis, with a complex of impressive palaces.△ Enthronement of Darius, bas-relief ◁ Cleisthenes 525–402 bce Egypt comes under Persian control and is ruled by Achaemenid kings508–507 bceAthenians overthrow the tyrant HippiasFor more than 100 years, the Greek city–states had been ruled by leaders known  as “tyrants” (both good and bad). In Athens, this “Age of Tyrants” came to an end  when Hippias was overthrown, and his successor Cleisthenes  introduced a form of democracy, in which the Athenian assembly met on a hill called the Pnyx. This heralded the beginning of a “Golden Age” of Classical Greece, with Athens at its centre.539 bce Cyrus the Great conquers Babylon  and brings its empire into the Achaemenid Empirec. 509 bce The Roman Republic is established following the overthrow of the monarchyc. 550 bce Celtic people begin to migrate from their homeland in the northern Alps and settle across Europe△ The steps of the Pnyx
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