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Welcome inSuccessful garden design is about creating usable, attractive, and well-made spaces that suit the owner’s personal needs.Foreword
Have you ever sat – just sat – in your garden, thinking, looking around, taking in the view? Not really looking at anything in particular, but thinking about anything and everything to do with your garden, asking yourself, “what if I planted a tree there?”, or “if I moved those paving slabs, what would I put in their place?”. Whether you were aware of doing this or not is, in a way, immaterial because what you have been doing is visually making this piece of land your own, and coming up with thoughts and ideas for improving your outside space. Welcome then – whether it be for the ﬁrst or ﬁieth time – to the world of garden design. The concept of garden design is nothing new: when Man ﬁrst cultivated land, and enclosed his arable crops and livestock, he was delineating usable space to its best advantage. This may not be design as we understand it now (obviously, aesthetics were of no practical value then), but he was making spatial relationships based on need. He was designing his environment to suit his individual daily, monthly, seasonal, and yearly requirements. Since that time, the process of creating a garden has evolved according to style, fashion, prowess, skill, aptitude, wealth, travel, experimentation and history, but it can all be distilled down to that ﬁrst need. In essence, garden making is all about a human being exerting some level of control over his or her own surroundings. And, really, that is all garden design is today.  As is set out by my fellow authors in this book, creating a garden can be an intricate and time-consumingprocess, but the fundamental starting pointis toremember that garden design is about creating an outside space that you (or your client) want. Many discussions will ensue aer that initial thought – from what style you want, to working out how sustainable your garden might be. But don’t let the detail bog you down too 
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FOREWORD8/9much or too early in the process. Of course detail is essential for a successful garden, but holding on to that vision, that desire, is a key part of the process. This book will help you, not only with the nuts and bolts of garden making, but also to focus the vision and, I hope, help make it become a reality. So why is there still a need for an encyclopedia such as this? In truth, because designing a garden can be something of a lonely experience. Even though we are constantly bombarded with images, suggestions, and information (books, internet, social media, and magazines), it is rare to be able to look in one place for everything – from plant selection to gravel colour, from fence posts to tree heights. The very  nature of having so much choice can render the designer/gardener/client more  than a little confused as to what they actually want from their garden. The activity  of making a garden can also be inﬂuenced from so many quarters – by plants  or hard materials – that a designer needs a refuge of sorts, where questions are  answered and problems resolved. I hope this book will be that refuge in this ever-crowded, information-heavy world.Personal spaceGood design should reﬂect the wishes, likes, and dislikes of the garden owner – regardless of the country or climate.▽▽ Good formSuccessful designs use ﬂower colour, leaf shape and tree stems to create a balance of colour and form.▽ Plan your planPutting your ideas onto paper, or computer, is an essential step when designing your garden.


[image: background image]
Considered styleSuccessful spaces are created when planting colours and combinations complement the hard landscapingmaterials.▽▽ Sense of scaleWhen creating a plan, working to a scale allows you to be sure that all structures and details will work well on the ground.Eye of the beholderSometimes, beautiful design expressions can be created by mirroring shapes, like this sculpture and round-ﬂowered Allium.Chris YoungEditor-in-ChiefOen, coming up with an overarching vision for what you want your garden to be like  is the easiest part of the process. It is translating that vision into a reality that takes the bulk of the time: working out how parts of a garden can sit together, how planting interest throughout the year can be sustained, deciding on hard landscaping materials that will work in all weather conditions, and so on. These are the stimulating – and at times frustrating – aspects of the process, but they make the diﬀerence between an unusable piece of land adjoining your property and a beautifully designed garden.  The chapters in this book take you through these very stages of garden design, helping to demystify the unknowns and clarify the unclear. I sincerely hope you  enjoy it and, as a result, make the best garden you possibly can.▽Urban jungleUsing foliage plants of diﬀerent types and heights can help to provide privacy from neighbouring views and oﬀers useful shelter.
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HOW TO DESIGN
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How to designFIRST QUESTIONS12/13GET INVOLVEDYour garden is an extension of your home and it should provide a place for you to enjoy life to the  full. When thinking about any changes that you plan to make to the garden, it is important to consider how you want to use the space, and not just at the current time but in the future as well. This can range from keeping very busy, to doing as little as possible. Ask yourself a series of questions about the garden’s ENJOY THE PLANTS AND WILDLIFEENTERTAIN AND HAVEFUNThe active gardenerDigging, sowing and planting bring great rewards as plants grow and change  throughout the seasons. Colours and textures evolve, and there is something new to see each week. Plants attractive to birds, bees and butterﬂies bring borders to life.The room outsideGardens are often described as “outdoor rooms” and can be planned as extensions  of the house. Ensure continuitywithfeaturessuch as stylish furniture, screens, painted walls, canopies and planters.  An open-air room can be used for entertaining and socializing, while also oﬀering children space  for energetic play.What do you want to do in your garden?
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RELAXmany roles. Do you want a space for entertaining,  a play area while the children are young, or do  you simply want a peaceful but beautiful garden  in which to relax? Bear in mind that your needs,  and those of your family, are likely to change with time, and that it may be more diﬃcult to make signiﬁcant changes to the garden in the future as  it establishes and matures. Ideally, come up  with ﬂexible ideas that can be adapted. A range  of diﬀerent requirements might suggest the  creation of separate and possibly hidden areas  within the same garden.APPRECIATE THE PICTURERELAX AND UNWINDSimple solutionGardens for busy people need to be easy to maintain, but they can still be lovely to look at. They require simple design solutions with a strong overall concept and a pleasing layout for long-term appeal, allowing owners to sit back and enjoy the view.A peaceful spaceOne of the special joys of having a garden is that  you can simply sit, doze, read or do nothing in the open air, surrounded by  the sounds and scents  of plants and wildlife. Gardens designed for this purpose can provide the perfect antidote to the stresses and strains of everyday life. 
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How to designFIRST QUESTIONS14/15ENERGIZEDHow do you want to feel?EXCITED AND UPBEATREJUVENATEDRefreshing spaceThe presence of water, creating sunlit reﬂections and oﬀset by natural plantings, can help to evoke a feeling of energy, growth and rejuvenation. Soft colours and a complementary selection of natural materials enhance the mood. These are places for “recharging your batteries”after  a long day at work. The dynamic gardenExciting, stimulating sensations can be created using vibrant, hot colours, spiky plants, sharplines, challengingartwork, varied textures, and bold use of lighting. But be warned: strident garden designs can be overpowering.Gardens stimulate emotions: upon entering a space people immediately respond to it. When planning a new design, you may choose to be bombarded with sensory stimulation, a riot of vibrant colour, textural diversity, or striking features to excite and energize. Or you might want a place for quiet reﬂection and contemplation, or perhaps even a space for therapy and healing, such as a calm, simple garden with 
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RELAXEDevergreen trees and bushes, and a reﬂective pool.  If you have enough outdoor space to play with,  it may be possible to demarcate diﬀerent areas  for diﬀerent moods by making eﬀective use of screening or tall plants. Creating a new design for  a garden provides an opportunity to change or enhance the atmosphere of each area through layout, distribution of paths and spaces, and light touches of detail and decoration. Colour,shape, fragrance, and foliage will also aﬀect the tone, and  by using these elements you can help to foster positive moods and emotions. A SENSE OF WELL-BEINGPEACEFUL ANDCALMContemplative moodsCool colours, simple ﬂowing shapes, delicate scents, and restricted use of materials and planting will create a calm and peaceful mood  in the garden. Simple focal elements, waterfalls, and carefully chosen lighting help to enhance these uncluttered spaces.Restoring healthThese gardens should be private,unchallenging spaces, and are often characterized by culinary, therapeutic and medicinal plants, such as herbs with their appealing scents, or healthy cropssuch as fruit trees. They provide a reassuring,relaxed and restorativeenvironment. 
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How to designFIRST QUESTIONS16/17TRADITIONALGarden visits, shows and plant nurseries, as well as magazines, books, television programmes, social media, and websites, will provide anyone wishing  to change their garden with a wealth of inspiration. But remember, the key to successful design is not  just collecting ideas and trying to combine them  in your design. Rather, it is a process of reviewing  and editing a range of ideas, with the aim of FILLEDWITH FLOWERSA TROPICAL RETREATA HINT OF HOLIDAYSGrow your favourite flowersYour garden can be a horticultural extravaganza, or a setting for favourite plants. These gardens are seasonal and oﬀer change and continuous involvement. Try to work to a clear overall concept in terms of colour, texture, and structure. Sculpt with plantsBold-leaved plants bring a sense of the exotic and can be used to create a lush, enclosed garden with a subtropical feel. Choose plants carefully to ensure that they will not get too big and are suited  to your site’s soil and climate.Recreate a summer breakWhy limit your holiday to a fortnight, when you can pretend to be on a summer trip all year? Adapt ideas seen on your travels: for example, fragrant lavender beds and window boxes brimming with ivy-leaved geraniums for echoes of southern France. What will your garden look like?
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CONTEMPORARYdeveloping a coherent overall appearance for  your garden, whether you are revamping a mature plot or starting with a blank canvas at a new house. A good way of approaching this is to have a clear image of the look you are hoping to achieve and  to carefully select elements, features, materials  and plants that combine to produce a uniﬁed composition. Make notes, collect pictures, sketch ideas. Some starting points are given below, from  the traditional to the modern, to the imaginative  and quirky. Use them as a prompt to see which  style suits you best.A SPACE TO REFLECTCHIC AND MINIMALFUN AND FUNKYMake a sanctuaryA tranquil setting, characterized by straight lines, simple shapes, subtle lighting and a coherent layout, provides  a comfortable space for retreat from modern-day life. Avoid clashing materials and keep planting simple. Cut out the clutterRestrict yourself to no more than three complementary materials and a muted colour palette, but combine them beautifully. A large, dramatic water feature orsculpture adds a dynamic quality to a pared-down design. Show your creative sidePerhaps better suited to show gardens  or temporary installations, these quirky gardens are attention-grabbing but require artistic ﬂair and conﬁdence to be successful. Not for the shy or retiring, but they can be great fun while they last.
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How to designFIRST QUESTIONS18/19The amount of time you have to devote to your garden on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis should be a major consideration when thinking about an overall design and its future maintenance. Unless you have a verysimple, easy-care garden, with hard landscaping and evergreen planting, the list of tasks normally changes seasonally, with less to do in the cooler winter months. In a high-maintenance garden with EVERY DAYONCE A WEEKRegular upkeepMost small gardens will not need attention more than two or three times  a week at most, although  a plot ﬁlled with lots of containers will require daily watering in hot, dry spells. Generally, larger gardens with lawns, mixed borders, a diverse range  of plants and productive growing areas will take  up more of your time. The weekend gardenerThis is the most common category, especially for people who only have spare time at weekends. Formal lawns require weekly mowing and edge-trimming in summer, and weeds need to be kept in check throughout the garden. GET INVOLVEDHow much do you want to do?
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LOW MAINTENANCEmixed ﬂower borders, lawns, fruit trees and a vegetable plot, spring and summer are very busy seasons. Lawn-mowing, hedge-trimming, pruning  and feeding fruit trees, sowing and transplanting vegetables, plant propagation and ongoing cultivation, all take time. This may be the garden  you want, but be realistic about how much time  you can spare to keep it looking good. Working  in your garden, watching it mature and admiring  the results, is immensely pleasurable, but do plan  for maintenance in advance, and budget to bring  in help if necessary.TWICE A MONTHSIX TIMES A YEARKeep it practicalMost shrubs, climbers, and perennial plants require attention at intervals. Seasonal pruning may  be required in spring and autumn, borders need weeding andfeeding, and ﬂowering plants such as roses should be dead- headed regularly. Lawns are impractical in this category, although meadows are an option.Minimal maintenanceGardens requiring infrequent attention will exclude lawns and hedges. Plan for “low” rather than “no” maintenance. Many trees and shrubsneed only an annual tidy-up, and hard landscaping just occasional attention, such as sweeping or cleaning. 
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A strong pattern unifies different materials.Plans help you to organize design ideas.First principles
Designing your garden is all about ﬁnding solutions. It can seem daunting at ﬁrst, but if  you start with a clear idea of your aspirations and practical needs, your basic design will  soon begin to take shape.  Begin bypulling together all your inspirations,using magazines, photographs,and online sources to create a book or folder of ideas. Your images may include plants and landscapes  you love, and perhaps furniture or art you admire. To help clarify your thoughts, you could then draw a simple bubble diagram that identiﬁes areas for diﬀerent activities, such as  eating, seating, or play space for the children.  The routes of paths, shapes of structures, and the spaces between elements all have an impact on the look and feel of a design, and need to be considered before you draw up a ﬁnished plan. For example, sinuous paths and organic shapes combine to create relaxed and informal designs, whereas straight paths and symmetrical layouts convey a formal look.  Every site will have its own particular challenges, whether your garden is on a steep slope and needs terracing, or if it is tiny or an awkward shape. Whatever the problem, an understanding of how to use lines,  shapes, height, structure and perspectives will help. You can also  employ a range of techniques to lead or deceive the eye, creating  an illusion of space in a small garden, or diverting attention to focus  on speciﬁc features.  When it comes tocreating atmosphere and mood, the colours, patterns, and textures that you choose have a powerful impact. Colour also aﬀects the impression of size and space in the garden – cool blues and whites tend to make an area feel bigger; warm reds and yellows make spaces appear lively and more compact. Pale colours and white reﬂect light into gloomy plots.Texturecan be used togreat eﬀect,too, creatingexciting contrasts by combining rough with smooth, or shiny with matt.  There are no rights or wrongs in the world of garden design, so have fun and experiment. 
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How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES22/23Understanding plansA plan is a two-dimensional representation of a three-dimensional garden and provides a useful thinking tool. It allows you to develop and share ideas easily with others about how your space can be organized and where various elements should be located. You can produce a simple sketch or a more detailed, scale plan to illustrate your design; the plans shown here explain the diﬀerent types and how to use them.Bubble diagramA basic bubble diagram helps you explore relationships between areas within the garden. It is an ideal way to experiment quickly before drawing a more detailed plan.OverlaidphotosPerspective drawings are diﬃcult to master, so cover  a photo of your garden with tracing paper and sketch ideas on top to give a three-dimensional view of the changes.Explore how best to create perspective by sitingelements such as trees Explore suitable sites for the different areas of the gardenSimple labels provide a quick reference point for more detailed plansThink about whether you want to  replace existing elements, like this fence Consider whether vertical features, such as a wall and steps, will work wellThe finished gardenSara Jane Rothwell, owner of the design practice London Garden Designer, produced both an overhead and a planting plan (opposite, top, and middle) to show clients the new design.WorkingplansThese plans don’t need to be accurate or drawn to scale, but they  can be used to experiment with ideas, especially the relationship  of horizontal surfaces (built and planted) with the locations of  walls, screens, trees, and other main features. They can also  include connecting elements such as paths and views. LAWNPLANTINGDININGWOODLANDExistingtreeNew treeConiferShrubsHedgePerennialsClimberWall shrubBulbsPLANTINGStill waterWater  around rocksWATERMown grassRough grassRandom-cut  stoneSquare-cut stoneBrick –  stretcherbondBrick –  herringboneBrick – basketweaveUniform pavingGranite settsCobbles  or pebblesGravelDeckingLANDSCAPINGGarden plan symbolsThese common symbols for plans form  a visual design language that enables  builders and other professionals working  in your garden to read the plan quickly  and understand what is being proposed.  The symbols illustrated here are those  that are most often used and most widely understood, and can be reproduced  in black and white or colour.Fountain
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Cross-sectionIf you have a sloping garden and want to make changes to it, you may need a plan to show the impact of these alterations. For steeply sloping gardens, employ a land surveyor to draw a cross-section, or elevation plan. This will show the signiﬁcant levelsbefore andafter anychanges. More complex slopes may need additional plans. Overhead planAn overhead plan should show the correct sizes and locations  of all proposed elements, such as horizontal surfaces, areas of planting (topsoil),locationsand alignmentsof linear elements (walls, fences, screens, hedges), and singular components (trees, specimen shrubs, pools,  stepping stones, steps, lights, drainage points, and so on).Adding the detailsIn small-scale overhead plans, the individual materials can be shown; larger scale plans usually illustrate these materials more symbolically (see also p.118). Cross-section planA cross-section must show existing and proposed levels so that the diﬀerences are easily located. Planting planA planting plan is important for calculatingthe correct number of plants in the garden and identifying their exact locations. It also shows the position of larger specimens, as well as groups or drifts of the same species. This plan is most useful, and needs to be most accurate, when planting is beingcarried out by a contractor without the designer present. If you are doing the planting, a plan can help you accurately calculate the number of plants you’ll need and show how to set them out prior to planting (see pp.122–129for more on creating a planting plan).Drawing up a planting planGarden plan symbols can be reproduced by hand or by using special design software (see also p.121). If you are less experienced in reading planting plans, you may prefer to reproduce these symbols in colour. There is no symbol for a lawn, so label the areason your plan that you want to be turfedWhen including new plants and trees, check how far they are likely to spread and indicate this on your plan, so you can space them out accuratelyInclude the site boundaries and any relevant buildings,doors, and windows  on your planThis plan shows the elevation of the garden and the side view of the boundary wallFinished plansPlans that have been drawn to scale and show accurate arrangements, locations, and dimensions of proposed structural elements, planting, and features are known as ﬁnished plans  (see pp.114–121 for detailed advice on how to draw a plan). These  plans are intended mainly for construction purposes and will  need to be read and understood by builders or contractors who  use them to measure areas and lengths (for costing purposes), and to identify exact locations on the ground. Changing ground levels  are shown as separate cross-sections, or by annotating the change  of level on the overhead plan. An overhead plan needs to include the correct materials and measurements of all hard landscaping featuresLink shrubs of the same type with rules Garden plan symbols (see opposite) ensure that the planting plan is as precise  as possibleLAWN
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How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES24/25Gathering inspirationHow do we ﬁnd ideas for our outside spaces? For most of us, inspiration may initially come from other gardens, whether they are our friends’ or pictures we have found online or in books, magazines, or newspapers. While this is a good starting point, and probably the best stimulus for anyone who is still developing their conﬁdence in making design decisions,it can ultimately constrain the creative process.  Most successful designers look outside their own discipline for other inﬂuences to help develop their concepts and push the boundaries, so seek inspiration from a variety of sources or select a theme.  You can then create a “mood board” of appealing ideas to help you develop your own unique design.Finding inspirationBy focusing on aspects of experiences that  you like – for example, places you have visited on holiday, natural landscapes that  you love, the work of favourite artists or architects, interior designs, or ideas you have seen on websites, such as Facebook, Pinterest or Houzz, or TV programmes  – you can build up a picture of a garden you will enjoy. Also scroll through nurseries’ websites for images of plants that you favour, and make a note of these too.  You can collate your images and ideas by printing out pictures and sticking them into  a notebook or onto an A3 sheet of paper to create a mood board. Alternatively, source  a website that allows you to upload your images to make a mood board online, which you can then easily refer to on your phone, tablet, or computer. Whichever method you choose, continue to build up your portfolio of images until you are ready to start the garden designprocess.  Remember that you do not need to include all of your design inﬂuences in your ﬁnal plan. In fact, professional designers often start with the bare bones of an idea and build on that, rather than cramming  in everything on their, or their clients’ wishlist from the start. Also narrow down your plant list to about 20 key varieties (you can always introduce more at a later stage), and look through your images for coloursthat appeal, again keeping to a simple palette – see the information on Introducing colour and the colour wheel on pp.46–7for guidance.Using a mood boardCollate photographs, images from websites, and pictures from magazines to create a mood board of creative and planting ideas. You can then use these as the inspiration for a totally new garden design or a starting point for the renovation of an existing plan.Bright colours and sculpture – mosaics?Mediterranean ﬁshing boat– bluesand greensCoastal wild plantsPebble pathway ideaBeach hut style – storage?Yellow ﬂowers for an accent colourBeach-themed garden – props?
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Case study: a seaside themeA coastal theme is a natural choice for anyone who has been inspired by a holiday by the seaside. Study scenes, plants, and other features while you are away, and startcompiling a sourcebook ofideas, photographs, and even pressed ﬂowers that capture the essence of the garden  you want to create at home.  Also look at colours, shapes, and materials that reﬂect the location. These may include the turquoise water, local costumes, or landscaping materials used for houses or walls. However, remember that developinga design is not about copying exactly what you have seen elsewhere, nor  is it combining all your ideas into one busy area. Good design evolves when a theme is carefully adapted to suit a planned space.So consider all the elements that inspire you and see whether theyworktogether well before you draw up your ﬁnal plan.  You may also ﬁnd it useful to sketch a bubble plan (see p.22), marking the diﬀerent areas and functions you are planning for your new garden. Thenﬁle your inspirations under those headings, as shown here.◁Seaside planting sourcesRecreate coastal shallow soils and drought conditions – for example, with gravel borders – to mimic the environment in which these plants would naturally grow.Devising play areasSand and water continue the seaside theme, and are obvious magnets for children.  A micro-environment that includes these elements not only makes a great play area that will provide children with hours of fun, it also looks attractive when not in use. If you have very young children, you may prefer to avoid the potential danger of open water and just install a sand pit. If you are wary of vast quantities of sand ending up in the pool (or  in yourhouse), substitute small rounded pebbles to make your “beach”. ▽ Seaside furnitureFurniture that is in keeping with the overall mood, such as these casual deckchairs, helps to create a coherent look, as well as providing a welcome area of relaxation. ▷ Sun and sandA practical play area combined with an organic layout and seaside plants makes a delightful feature.▷▷ Swinging ideaIf you have room in your garden, allocate a space  for a swing. Use recycled, hardwearing rope and driftwood for the seat,  and cover the ground beneath with bark chips.△ Main inspirationAn inspiring holidayby the sea will provide a wealth  of ideas. Here, the light through the trees adds a romantic ambience.
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How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES26/27Shapes and spacesChoosing the basic ground shapes for your plot is a good starting point for a design: one simple shape is best for small gardens, but larger areas can accommodate a variety. How you ﬁll the spaces between the shapes also determines the ﬁnal look.How to use shapesWhen choosing squares, rectangles, or circles for a design, also consider the size, shape, and location of the surrounding buildings and boundaries. Experimentwith diﬀerent options: try layouts based on existing features, the structure of  the house, and the way the garden will be viewed and used. In general, shapes  with straight sides are easier and cheaper to build than circles and ovals. Mixing shapes Combining various shapes creates  more interest, but throws up problems when a curve and a rectangle meet, or diﬀerent materialsconnect. Generally, keep the layout simple, experimenting with scale and proportion to work out how many opposing shapes can be employed. Planting can be used to “glue” the shapes together, and to blur the joins between awkward junctions.A focal point here will draw the eye down the central axisUse planting or  a focal point to provide a visual  full stopPlanting separates the different shapesPlanting partly obscures the different areasClassic matchA traditional symmetrical layout, mirrored along  a central axis, is the basis for a formal design. Simple approachChanging the size and orientation of a shape deliversa dramatic and imposing layout. Right-angled shapes A variety of these straight-sided shapes easily divide the garden into separate areas, provide a strong sense of direction and exploit both long and short views. A long axis running straight down the garden will lengthen it visually; a diagonal layout creates more interest; blocks laid across the plot foreshorten the garden and take the eyes to the sides, making it feel wider.Several large interestingtriangular spaces for plantingThe full width of the garden is defined by the tilted shapesLarge planting spaces for  treesor shrubsPlanting may  not work in narrow areasStraight lines This design has a strong linear axis. The shapes and planting spaces are simple and uniﬁed. The long viewA diagonal layout directs the eye towards the corners. The overall design evokes energy.Circular shapesCircles are unifying shapes, and while combinations can create pleasing eﬀects, they do leave awkward pointed junctions that canbe diﬃcult to plant  or designate. Work with geometric principles: for example, a path should lead you into the centre of the circle;  if set to the side, the design will appear unbalanced. Ovals have a long axis, providing direction and orientation.Large spaces for planting or use as  a practical areaMoving circles to one side allows fora larger plantingareaDominant larger circle could beeitherlawn or hard surfaceAwkward area  needs to be taken into accountDiagonal lineThe three overlapping circles are aligned along  a diagonal to provide a strong design axis.  C-shaped curveThe restricted access and pleasing asymmetry of this design create an enticing space to explore.
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Clean linesInterlocking, steel-edged rectangular “trays” are the basis for this simple design. The metal cladding on the building creates  a focal point and an eﬀective visual full stop.Mixed moodsThis garden is densely planted by the house, allowing close inspection of the ﬂowers and plants, and then opens up on to a spacious lawn, creating two moods.Secret corners In thismixture of rectangles and curved hedges, only one part of the garden can  be seen at any time. This allows the  hidden areas to have diﬀerent themes.  Using spacesDensely planted spaces, using height and ﬁlling the garden’s width, will create an enclosed space, while sparse, airy planting hugging the boundaries gives an open, spacious feel. Spaces can also be used to disguise the size and shape of a garden. For instance, a jungle eﬀect in a small garden can imply the existence of more space by blurring the edges, but exposed boundaries may make it appear smaller. Conversely, in a large country garden, open spaces can blend seamlessly with the surrounding landscape, making the plot appear even bigger. Consider, too, existing planting and structures and work with the spaces they create.A wooded glade creates a more intimate areaA central flat area draws the eye downTrees create an overheadcanopy Low planting allows the surroundings to become integral  to the designPlanting of various heights will mask areas and invite exploration  Trees with light canopies open  up the aspect The path connectsand unifies the spaces  Access could be via a patio or terraceOpen aspectA narrow space between tall boundaries will be claustrophobic and oppressive. Here, in a design dominated by  a lawn or hard landscaping, low vegetation creates an area exposed to more light, longer views, and with  a connection to the sky above. It will feel open, but intimate areas may be lost.Enclosed feelingThe same space ﬁlled with vegetation of diﬀerent heights will be darker, much more enclosed,  and with no views to the sides. The path will appear as a corridor through the centre and can lead to diﬀerent parts of the garden, divided by the plantinginto separatelydesignatedareas.Balanced approachThe same path now moved  to the side also creates a corridor-like eﬀect, but this time views are allowed under the canopy to the right, across a narrower strip of plantinginto the brighter space beyond.  To the left, secret, intimate places can be created with a pergola or arbour amongst the mixture  of high and low planting.Full widthA series of parallel divisions, with oﬀset gaps for planting orpractical structures, forces movement and views around the garden. The design draws you in.Largerplanting areasarelimitedA narrow access creates intrigueSmooth flowUsing ovals instead of circles adds a smoother ﬂow to the layout because the eye is taken along their lengths, rather than in all directions as in a circle.Large planting pocketsLong axis directs  the eye


[image: background image]
How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES28/29Primary routesThe main route or pathway through the garden not only links together the diﬀerent areas, but also determines the basic design. For example, a main path laid straight down the centre suggests formality, while a curved route snaking through the garden creates the template for an informal plan. A wide path oﬀers an open, inviting entrance, welcoming in visitors, and a narrow winding path, ﬂanked Routes and navigationThe location, width, pattern, and choice of materials of your path network will aﬀect the way the  garden is used. The routes determine how the area is navigated, as well as revealing views and framing spaces. Not all paths have the same role: some, the primary routes, will dominate the vista and dictate  the garden plan. The secondary routes are used occasionally, guiding you oﬀ the main thoroughfare to access areas hidden from sight, whether for practical or design purposes.Path skirts a feature, possibly a pond The straight path lengthens the plotPath leads to a destination – for example,a summerhouse or seating areaA circular patio adds contrastClassic layoutA formal design is often built around a series of geometric and symmetrical paths. They are used  to frame planted areas and meet at a speciﬁc focal point. There is usually no opportunity to deviate. Enticing curvesRoutes that snake through the plot add a ﬂowing sense of movement and an air of intrigue. They can be used to move around or join up key elements, as well as provide a few unexpected surprises.Paths converge in the centre A container provides focus Illusion of sizeSetting a path on a diagonal allows the garden to be viewed along its longest axis, thereby creating the illusion of greater space and depth in small spaces, drawing the eye away from the back boundaries.by tall planting that obscures the view, adds mystery. To punctuate the end of the route, use a focal point, such as a bench, statue, or container, to create a visual full stop. By its nature, a primary route will be heavily used, so materials need to be durable as well as complementary to the overall garden style. Consider, too, how  the shape and appearance of path edges ﬁt into the design.Central pathsWinding pathsDiagonal paths
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The circular path draws you onA pond, for example, is framed by the pathSecondary routesWhile primary routes can determine the style of a garden, secondary routes should be less intrusive and subtly incorporated into the  design. They can be both practical and ornamental, providing occasional access to a seating area, shed or compost heap, or leading you oﬀ the main path on an intimate journey to view a concealed corner. They can even cut through large ﬂowerbeds, allowing you  to experience colours and scents up close. Access routes need not  be as durable as main paths, and can be created from softer, organic materials, or mown through an area of grass or wild ﬂowers. Subtle linkA path laid in the same paving material as the main circular route links the oﬀ-set dining area without impinging on the cleanness of the design.Hidden approachThe gravel to right and left of the path, while part  of the design, also provides a direct, hard-wearing pathway to the garden’s seating and play areas.Secret wayVisually, it appears as if the main pathway stops at the lawn, but concealed behind low hedging, a side path takes you oﬀ to a secluded area of the garden.Practical solutionA path tucked away at the back of this formal design is not obvious, but it provides a practical, hard-surfaced route to the shed and compost bins.Path to patioContinuous flowA circular path takes you on a journey around the garden. It can be planned to provide alternative views of key features and diﬀerent elements, depending on the direction in which you travel. Access pathsWhile helpful in oﬀering access to other areas, plan secondary routes carefully and use sparingly to avoid a maze-like confusion of paths that make the design look muddled. They can be obvious  (asright), or hidden in some way, either deliberately behind planting (see below left), or concealed within the design  (see below right).ROAM FREERandom paving with planted crevices creates a slightly erratic, informal design. With no deﬁned route, the eye – and body – can move in several directions across the whole area. Path to shedCircular paths
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Scenic routeThe journey through this urban garden has been lengthened with a sinuous timber pathway that snakes through the centre of the plot and traverses a rill.  A curved path helps create an illusion of greater space and presents the garden from diﬀerent angles by  obliging visitors to look one way and then another. Adam Frost
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How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES32/33Planning your routeOne ingeniously planned vista is gratifying, but a sequence of changing views is even more rewarding. Diﬀerent views can be devised by varying the size of open spaces, using screens to mask change of use, and adding focal points. Creating viewing positions by placing a seat or orientating  a path along a vista will also direct attention. Remember  to consider the view looking back from the end of the plot, as well as the main view from the house. Follow the blue walking route through the plan (above right) of this long, thin family garden, by Fran Coulter; the numbered viewpoints correspond to the surrounding images and  help demonstrate how these ideas work in practice. Creating views and vistasYour garden may look out over countryside or towards a block of ﬂats, but either way, the views within your space can be enhanced with careful planning.A combination of framing and screening, using barriers, archways, and pergolas, can create  a memorable experience as you move through  your plot, glimpsing the next view as you go.4  Looking through planting From this angle, looking across the planting to the seats beyond, the pergola looks quite diﬀerent and the garden takes on a more organic, less formal appearance.The paving here is also used for the path through the garden, providing continuityThe bubble pool draws the attention to the side of the main pathHOUSE1 View from house This is the most important view in the garden and dictates the layout. The pergola reinforces and frames the view, and the inclusion of a ﬂower-ﬁlled container as  a focal point in the middle distance draws the eye forward. 2 Eating outside The table and chairs are near  the house, and are set against a simple green hedge, which creates  a comforting sense of seclusion. Circular table and chairs for outdoor relaxation and entertainingFrom a second, more secluded seating area, the eye is drawn towards the bubble pool3 The tool shed The slim shed on the patio  is both decorative and functional, adding a focal feature to this  area of the garden. 5Water feature  A glance to the side reveals another eye-catching feature. Hostas and grasses frame a discreet, low bubblepool.123456
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route through the gardendirection of viewpointKEY△ Covering an old shedGarden sheds areoften unwelcome focal points. This rambling climber is a good summer disguise, less eﬀective in winter.Borrowing beautiful viewsIf you can see the surrounding landscape from your house, try connecting it visually to your own garden. Consider framing a key view, or opening up your garden, using a discreet barrier, such as a low hedge or picket fence, to link it to the wider landscape. Think about the view in diﬀerent seasons and consider what it will look like in winter when trees and hedges are more open. You may also need to adapt your own garden plantingto blendit into the landscape. Disguising unattractive viewsNot all views are good. Within a garden, especially a small one,  there will be areas of utilitarian clutter, such as sheds or household bins, which are not especially attractive and may need screening. Neighbouring houses may overlook the property, spoil the view,  and compromise privacy. Tall planting or screens can help to hide eyesores, but if these are not an option, try adding an attractive focal point elsewhere in the garden to distract and lead the eye away. 8 Focal point Circular features break up and soften long, straight lines. The large pot is a focus for this circular space and can be viewed from all sides. 9 Play area The play area is hidden behind  a semi-transparent screen, which separates it, both physically and visually, from the rest of the garden. ▷ Blending inHere, there is no clear boundary between the garden and the land beyond. One becomes  the other, and the garden seems to stretch as far  as the horizon. ▷ Screening neighboursThe tall bamboo screen blocks the  view to the neighbouring property  and provides an attractive backdrop  to the planters. ▽ Framing a viewThis “window” to the outside world is focused on a tree-topped hill.The play area is almost hidden from the house by judicious screeningA container of white-flowering roses stands on this brick circle, drawing the eye down the garden from the house7 Relaxing familyarea This swing seat is tucked around the corner, just beyond the pergola and faces towards the brick circle and the shade garden. 6 Shady corner  Beyond the pergola, the garden is more open and has a diﬀerent character. This area is hidden fromthe house, and quite shady, providing the owner with  an opportunity to use a diﬀerent range of plants, such as leafy hostas.789
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How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES34/35Geometric designsSmall, symmetrical, rectangular-shaped plots, often found  in towns and cities, are ideal for geometric layouts, although some large rural gardens are also highly geometric. Most are based on simple combinations of rectangles and squares, with linear elements, such as walls, screens, hedges, and steps used to reinforce the formality of the design.Overlapping layersThe arrangement of elements in this small garden breaks up a dull rectangular plot, and creates diﬀerent spatial eﬀects.Level changesTo create visual interest, introduce subtle changes of level using a range of diﬀerent materials, including water.Layering shapesBy adding a variety of layers above ground level to oﬀer diﬀerent views and experiences, gardens can  be made more visually exciting and functional. These layers can be set directly above the ground pattern, Circular designsLayouts based on circles, arcs, and radiating patterns  help to create spaces that are full of movement. However, they are diﬃcult to build from hard landscape materials, and getting the geometry wrong will look unattractive. Organic layouts (see pp.38–39) should be considered as an alternative, if this is likely to be a problem.Descending planesA progression of levels, low block walls, rectangular beds,strip lighting and matching recliners produces a series of parallel lines, giving this contemporary garden  a dynamic feel. The planting is simple, so it does not detract from the strength of the overall design.Formal approachA central lawn surrounded by a radiating pattern  of low beds and clipped hedges combines a sense  of order with rhythm  and movement.DirectionaldesignThis simple design focuses the eye on  the centre of the garden. A container or sculpture could be used as a focal point.Dominant shapes  can be softened by plantingCanopies provide shade andcreate a layering effectThe converging lines of the patio connect the house to the lawnHard-wearing paving is best  at ground levelCircular shapes draw the eye to the centre of the gardenRaised decks are quick and easy to build Screens  and hedges provide heightor angled so that the shapes above eye level have  a diﬀerent, but complementarygeometry. Pergolas, clipped-tree canopies, and roof-like structures all oﬀer opportunities to layeryour design.
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Dynamic anglesThe diagonal lines of staggered beds, patchwork wooden decking, and a raised pool make a bold statement, and direct visitors through the space.Twists and turnsA diagonal path with steps traces a zig-zag line through the garden, providing areas to linger and enjoy the wide beds and colourful planting.Defining shapesHere, rectangles of hard landscaping,  set side-by-side and edged with planting,  make the garden appear wider than it is.Shapes on a diagonalA classic design trick for long, linear,  and narrow plots, is to rotate a rectilinear geometric pattern so that it is orientated along diagonal lines. These layouts on a  bias draw your eye down the garden and encourage views to the sides.  Triangular beds provide depth for a range  of plantingDifferent materials addinterest and break up  the spaceAngled  rectangles  offer diagonal lines and views
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How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES36/37Symmetrical layoutsThroughout the world (except in the Far East), from the middle ages to the early 18th century, gardens were not only geometric, but also symmetrical. Inspired by Islamic and classical designs,  they transformed the landscape into a controlled work of art. These formal layouts complemented classical architecture and reinforced the belief that beauty derives from order and simplicity.Cool controlA chequerboard of white paving and emerald grass against a dark hedge oﬀers a modern interpretation of a traditional format.Mirror image In a symmetrical garden, dominant shapes  are repeated and guide you through  a sequence of harmonious spaces.Formal framework A combination of rectangles with block planting gives a strong structure that works well in a contemporary setting. ▷ Perfect harmonyThis sophisticated gardenillustrates classical symmetry and demonstrates  the importance of proportion and scale.▷ Repeated plantingLeading the eye through the garden, this long, airy avenue of grass demonstrates the compositional  power of symmetrical planting.△ Softened linesThe subtle haze of herbaceous planting spills  out from ﬂower beds onto the path and contrasts with the formal garden layout.Informal plantingSymmetrical layouts are often less obvious when viewed from eye level, especially when taller plants are used. A variety of forms, textures and colours will also soften hard lines and sharp edges. The combination of formal design and more relaxed, informal planting is a tried-and-tested formula, but requires skill and discipline if it is to work well. The balancing eﬀect of a restricted colour palette and repeated plants, perhapsmirrored along a path, help to develop and reinforcethe symmetricaltheme.Contemporary symmetryContemporary layouts can adapt classical symmetryto meetthe requirements of modern living, such as creating space for outdoor entertaining or for growing herbs and vegetables. Good design also involves  an understanding of a wide range of hard landscape materials and the way in which they can be combined to make a simple  and elegant framework for the planting.Create a striking central feature to accentuate design symmetryLush planting can be used to soften edgesUse a focal point to draw the eye to the end of the path 
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Visual journeyWell-positioned focal points, such as this nautilus sculpture, create a strong sense of direction. The domes of box and clipped yew lining the path accentuate this eﬀect.PermanentpatternsThis formal layout of box-edged beds is inﬁlled with spring ﬂowers, which will  be replaced as summer approaches.Circles andsquaresReminiscent of a celtic cross,  this layout divides the garden into quadrants with a central focal  area, ideal for anornament.Traditionally, it was the symmetrical pattern on the ground, such as a parterre of low hedging laid out around a central axis, that dominated garden layouts. These geometric designs are still popular in vegetable and herb gardens today, where they allow easy access to tend the beds. In the classical gardens of large estates, a sequence of focal Traditional and formalpoints, such as ornamental pools and fountains, dramatic sculptures or large urns, were added to enhance key points and to make the pattern more interesting from eye level. Nowadays, when many planting styles are used, the geometric approach works best when the overall design can be viewed  from a terrace or house above. Crossing paths  lend themselves to Islamic-style gardensPlanting can be changed seasonally for different effectsPlanting edgedwith dwarf  box hedging reinforces the formal pattern
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How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES38/39Interlocking circlesDeveloping two areas of the garden, separated by a pinch-point, leads the eye from one space to another, and oﬀers both open and enclosed areas. The organic layout provides a setting where some shrubs and trees can be allowed to grow to their natural size, creating a backdrop for lower plants at the front of the beds. The narrow space between the circular forms can also be used to bring colour and interest into the centre of the design (right). This ﬁgure-of-eight layout makes the garden appear larger, as all areas are not visible from a single vantage point.Organic shapesOrganic shapes and layouts work well in large gardens and are especially suited to rural or semi-rural locations, but they can also work in small spaces. They are characterized by ﬂowing lines, soft curves, sympathetic use of landscaping materials, and relaxed planting schemes. These naturalistic gardens evolve over time as planting matures, blurring the original layout.◁ Serpentine pathA coiling stone path leads through robust planting to  a cave-like chamber in this children’s play garden.▽ Curved decking The sinuous lines of the deck and lawn complement the subtle shades of the surrounding foliage. Simple curvesGenerous curves, wide  beds, and the addition of a pinch-point draw the eye around the garden.Fluid linesA simple device to draw the eye along the garden, and to give the illusion of movement and space, is to adopt an S-shaped design. Two circular areas are connected by a single ﬂuid line, which can be developed into  a snaking path or a ﬂowing lawn. If used as  a path, the spaces at the top and bottom  are ideal for planting, a seating area, or an ornamental feature, such as a pool. If these two areas are diﬀerent in size, the path may be tightly coiled at one point and then more relaxed, providing contrasting experiences.Smooth outline Use ﬂowing lines for an organic and natural design, and avoid fussy ripples or sharp corners that will interrupt the continuity. Meandering route This curvaceous shape provides many diﬀerent views and vistas as you move through the garden.An ideal spot for a pool or feature to be viewed from a winding pathThe top of the garden provides an open expanse for a lawn  or area of gravelWhere the lawn narrows it draws the eye to the centre
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Bold statementCurving round a bench, this dynamic  raised bed adds colour and momentum  to a paved circular terrace.Gentle arc Wide curvilinear paths create generous space on either side for deep planting beds or expansivewaterfeatures.Sweeping curvesCurved lines may evolve to avoid an obstacle, such as a tree, pond or building, or added  to make a path that leads to a particular destination. These are the ﬂuid lines found  in the natural world and lend an organic character to shapes and forms. They are frequently used to create calm, relaxing,  and unchallenging garden designs. Continuous journeyThis C-shaped gravel path guides the visitor between still water and soft planting. The view around the curve is partly obscured, which adds a sense of mystery.Use gravel or bark for a soft organic look
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How to designFIRST PRINCIPLES40/41Multi-level layoutsSloping sites provide an opportunity to create beautiful spaces full of movement and drama. Working a plan around the site’s natural slope will create a more natural eﬀect, while terraces oﬀer structure and shape for formal and contemporary designs. Drainage is an important consideration, as any changes to slopes will aﬀect the movement of water (see pp.104–105).▽ Tree platformDecked platforms are easier and less costly to build than terraces, which involve majorearthworks.Terraced slopesTerracing makes a dynamic statement and can be used to extend the architecture of buildings into a sloping landscape. Retaining walls and steps are solid, permanent additions and a long-term investment. Measuring and building them are skilled jobs at both the design and construction stages. Wooden decking is a cheaper solution; materials are lighter, but not as long-lasting.Gradual progressShallow steps, with space for decorative pots, bridge a small pond and provide an easy route up to the seating area beyond.Gentle slopesGentle changes of level in a garden oﬀer visual interest and depth to the design.  For practical purposes, gardens with only  a slight incline can be treated as a ﬂat site. However, if completely level areas are needed, for example, to accommodate a table and chairs, it will be necessary to level the ground and carefully consider the route between changingelevations. A combination of walls, steps, ramps, and terraces can be introduced as required, to suit any design.▷ Steep terraceTiered wooden sleepers behind a low wall provide perfect conditions for sun-loving plants.
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