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6RHS PRACTICAL CACTUS AND SUCCULENT  BOOKINTRODUCTION6Cacti and succulents are iconic. Symbols of 21st-century living, they populate the windowsills of urban flats and family homes alike, decorate shop displays and office desks, and have quite simply taken over social media. Almost every variety has some unique characteristic that grabs your attention, be it colourful, fleshy leaves, odd shapes, spiny armour, or dazzling flowers. As their name suggests, succulents store moisture in their thick, fleshy stems, leaves, or roots. While often grouped separately, cacti are also a type of succulent, and are equally adapted to survive the most inhospitable conditions on Earth. Thanks to this reputation for being hard to kill, these resilient, low-maintenance plants are the ideal choice for first-time indoor gardeners of all ages. Those  who have kept cacti and succulents for years, meanwhile, know that it is almost INTRODUCTION
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7impossible to limit yourself to just one  or two plants: with so many varieties to choose from, and with it being so easy  to propagate new plants from existing specimens, your collection can soon grow and grow in more ways than one. But, once you’ve amassed an huge assortment of weird and wonderful  cacti and succulents, how do you make the most of them? What’s the most effective way to display them and show them off at their best? What eye-catching projects can you create with them? How do you encourage them to flower, or coax them back to health if they start  to look unwell? This book has everything you need  to nurture your plants and keep them looking their best. Let it be your inspiration and your guide as you care for your collection, and before too long you’ll understand just what makes cacti and succulents so uniquely iconic. 
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10DESIGNING WITH CHARACTERDESIGNING WITH PLANTSDESIGNING WITH CHARACTER
Whether compact or towering, spiky or smooth, striped  or speckled, every cactus and succulent has some  curious yet appealing quality that gives it character.  Before you design your display, think about your plants’ characteristics. This will help when you curate your arrangements later on.Sansevieria cylindrica: tall, spiky, smoothEuphorbia ingens: tall and branchingOpuntia vestita: small, furry, branchingEcheveria: rosette-shaped, blue–green, floweringOpuntia microdasys: furry, irregular, yellow-tonedPilocereus pachycladus: spiny, columnar, blue–greenEuphorbia tirucalli: smooth and branching
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11Epiphyllum anguliger: wavy, trailing, bright green leavesCurio rowleyanus: trailing, bead-like leavesRebutia: round, neat, compactCotyledon tomentosa:  furry, yellow–green, paw-like leavesLepismium monacanthum: smooth, trailing stemsRhipsalis baccifera: wild and trailingEcheveria:  pale, matte,  pink-tinted foliageSansevieria trifasciata: tall, glossy, patternedHaworthia ‘Big Band’: small, spiky, striped
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12DESIGNING WITH SCALEDESIGNING WITH PLANTSSMALL IS BEAUTIFULWhile mini cacti and succulents look cute up close, they can easily lose their impact from a distance. For maximum impact, quantity is key. Grouping plants together creates a single focal point that attracts attention, especially when placed on a tray to define and unify the display. Choose a variety of different plants to draw interest through the arrangement, and position them in a low area such as a coffee table, where they can easily be admired from above as well as from the side. DESIGNING WITH SCALE
For a display to work well it needs to suit the space in which  it is placed. A tray of small plants can have as much impact  as a single large plant, so long as their size is proportionate  to the location and to one another.
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IN THE MIDDLEMid-sized plants work well in an open space such as a broad windowsill. A multi-level display adds vertical interest, especially when using trailing plants to draw the eye down  to the lower levels. Focus on a few similar features to tie the display together. In the display above, for instance, the trailing stems of the Rhipsalis baccifera mirror the wild, spiky outline of the Euphorbia tirucalli below.MAKE A STATEMENTA large mature plant standing alone can  take on a sculptural presence, as if it  were a work of living art. Celebrate this by displaying it as a single statement piece  in a stand-out container, in a part of the room where it can really “own” the space around it and draw the eye towards it.
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14DESIGNING WITH COLOURDESIGNING WITH PLANTS14DESIGNING WITH COLOUR
There’s a range of different-coloured cacti and succulents to design with. Sticking with a single, harmonious palette (see below right) is the easiest way to build a bold arrangement that suits your living space. Working with  a mix of contrasting colours is trickier, but if you can balance a variety of different shades without the display looking random, the result will look especially striking.REFRESHING GREENSIt may be the most common colour in the foliage spectrum, but a green palette is anything but boring. Combine vibrant green plants, such as Crassula ovata ‘Hobbit’ and Cotyledon tomentosa, with darker, more muted cacti to create a display that is refreshing and restful on the eye, while still feeling full of life.UNDERSTANDING COLOURUse the colour wheel below to identify the palette(s) that you want to incorporate in your display. Limiting yourself to adjacent tones (such as the warm shades on the right of the wheel) will create a harmonious palette; colours from opposite sides of the wheel  will contrast with one another. A few variegated (two-tone) plants can add further interest to a display.Warm shades:  pinks, reds, orangesVariegated (two-tone) Bright vivid greensCooler shades: blues, deep greens, purples
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15COOL AND CRISPBlue- and purple-coloured succulents often appear quite pale and silvery, owing to the delicate powdery “bloom” that covers their foliage. To strengthen the impact of a cool-coloured display, the arrangement above includes a couple of brighter, pink–purple echeverias, and some deep blue containers.WARM TONESAny group of warm-coloured plants immediately provides an earthy, rustic effect. Red-spined cacti and yellow-tinted succulent foliage subtly evoke  a desert or southern Mediterranean landscape.  Try using a selection of red and terracotta pots  to further emphasise this palette choice.CONTRASTING PALETTE An effective display of colour contrast needs  to look deliberately curated, or else it will just appear random and disordered. This group evenly balances warm, cool, and green notes, with each plant and pot adding a vibrant  pop of colour that draws the eye while never overwhelming the rest of the display.“Limit yourself to a harmonious colour palette to create a display that looks deliberately designed and curated.”
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16DESIGNING WITH TEXTURE
While it may seem more subtle than  size or colour, texture can add an almost multisensory dimension to cactus and succulent displays. While you shouldn’t actually touch a spiny cactus or disturb the bloom of a smooth, matte succulent leaf, these characteristics spark curiousity and draw the eye. Try grouping similarly textured plants (see below), or mix and match a few contrasting textures (see opposite) to emphasize their individuality.DESIGNING WITH TEXTUREDESIGNING WITH PLANTSFURRY FOLIAGE Plants with a hairy or furry appearance can seem almost ethereal, especially when grouped together. When designing a furry display, less is definitely more; too many specimens will make the group seem untidy or wild. Limit yourself to a few  distinct-looking plants to maximize their impact.SMOOTH AND NEATWhether glossy or matte, the smooth-textured foliage typical of many succulents can lend a clean silhouette to a display. Introduce other contrasting elements, such as colour and shape, to maximise visual interest.UNDERSTANDING TEXTUREThe cuttings below demonstrate the wide range  of textures different cacti and succulents can bring  to an arrangement. The examples here range from smooth (top row) to rough and spiky specimens (bottom row), with glossier cuttings on the left leading to matte examples on the right. Spiny foliageSmooth foliage Furry foliageGlossy foliageMatte foliage
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17SPINY SPECIMENSThe eye-catching impact of cacti and euphorbia with huge, almost exaggerated spines is hard to beat. With so many spiny specimens available, feel free to play around with size and shape; a mix of columnar and globular cacti will emphasize the harmony of the plants’ dramatic, dangerous texture.CONTRAST  OF TEXTURE In mixed-texture display, light will be reflected slightly differently by individual plants, giving each specimen a unique presence in the group. To unify them, find a few common features. For example, the plants above all share the same green colour palette, while the smooth pots emphasize their contrasting textures.
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18CHOOSING CONTAINERS
A great plant arrangement is as much about your choice of pots as it is about your choice of plants. By keeping your plants potted up in plastic containers with good drainage holes (see p193), you can easily swap one decorative outer pot (known as a “sleeve”) for another until you find which one suits it best. That might mean a container that harmonizes (or contrasts) with the plant’s colour or texture, one that gives the plant a unique outline, or another quality entirely. Keep swapping between pots until you find your perfect match.CHOOSING CONTAINERSDESIGNING WITH PLANTSTHE PERFECT MATCHSuccessfully pairing plants with pots takes practice, as you learn what works and what doesn’t. The right container needs to not only highlight your plant’s best characteristics (see pp10–11),  but also suit your living space and complement the other pots and  plants within a group display. The Agave’s  dramatic foliage is emphasized by the bold, geometric pot The Sedum’s diminutive size is offset by a  vividly patterned,  eye-catching pot  12
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19ONE PLANT, THREE POTSAs the paddle kalanchoe on the left shows, the choice of container completely changes the plant’s visual impact:1 The tall, smooth pot gives the plant an architectural outline, while the pale colour sets off the vivid variegated (two-tone) leaves.2 A textured pot contrasts with the smooth foliage, while the terracotta picks up on the plant’s warm red tones.3 A metallic pot enhances the kalanchoe’s strange, almost alien appearance.The Kalanchoe’s colourful foliage clashes perfectly with the bright,  solid blue pot  The Opuntia’s round outline and spiny texture contrasts with the smooth, straight-sided pot, while its bright green colour harmonizes  with the light green potThe flowering Echeveria makes a statement in a stripy monochrome pot The tips of this Echeveria harmonize with this bright orange potThe spiny Euphorbia finds an almost comical textural contrast in a soft fabric pot sleeve3
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20DESIGNING WITH CONTAINERSDESIGNING WITH PLANTSCACTUS THEATRE This is a scaled-down version of a classic cactus display method. Here, a multilevel arrangement showcasing a variety of cacti and cacti-like euphorbias are all presented in identical terracotta pots. The symmetry of the pots, and their direct colour contrast with the plants’ foliage, creates a striking overall impression that unifies the whole while accentuating the unique qualities of each cactus.DESIGNING WITH CONTAINERS
You can create some exciting displays by giving the containers a  starring role too, rather than using them simply to play a supporting  role. Here are a few examples of what you can do to make a bold statement with your choice of pots.
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21UPCYCLED CONTAINERSBrand-new, purpose-made plant pots can  look stunning, but don’t be afraid to be a bit braver with your container choices. Pre-loved antique terracotta pots, for instance, can  add a rustic charm to a display. Repurposed household items and charity-shop finds  can be transformed into quirky cactus and succulent containers. Mugs and bowls make excellent outer sleeves, while colanders (see right) can be planted into directly, since their holes conveniently offer built-in drainage.A ROW OF THREERepetition of three is a tried and tested design device, and can make an especially effective impression when a trio of neat, geometrical pots are brought together  in a row. The group above features three rosette-shaped plants displayed in cube-shaped containers, resulting in a smart, symmetrical display.
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22BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHERDESIGNING WITH PLANTSBRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER
The more you design cacti and succulent displays, the more bold  and creative your arrangements  will become. Keep in mind how to work with size, colour, and texture, and select containers that will complement your plants and your living space. Your home will soon become a lush indoor oasis.The clean architectural outlines of these  different-sized African spear plants define the space beside the sofa


[image: background image]
23The combination of two tall succulents with a trailing Rhipsalis fills an empty corner of the roomA large Echinocactus is grouped with a varied selection of smaller cacti and Euphorbia in warm-toned terracotta pots, creating a statement across the coffee tablePositioning plants in front of a mirror creates the illusion of an even larger display, while the reflection provides an all-round view



















































OEBPS/images/bg006_00.jpg

























OEBPS/images/bg008_00.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
HOW TO CHOOSE, NURTURE & DISPLAY
200 CACTI & SUCCULENTS
FRAN BAILEY & ZIA ALLAWAY

& SUCCULENT

CACTUS &

ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
















OEBPS/images/bg018_00.jpg





OEBPS/images/bg004_00.jpg





OEBPS/nav.xhtml

		
			
						
					Cover
				


						
					CONTENTS
				


						
					Introduction
				


						
					DESIGNING WITH PLANTS
					
								
							Designing with character
						


								
							Designing with scale
						


								
							Designing with colour
						


								
							Designing with texture
						


								
							Choosing containers
						


								
							Designing with containers
						


								
							Bringing it all together
						


					


				


						
					PLANT PROJECTS
					
								
							Broken pot planter
						


								
							Hanging basket
						


								
							Sand terrarium
						


								
							Succulent globe
						


								
							Indoor window box
						


								
							Hypertufa pot
						


								
							Bark succulent planter
						


								
							Indoor rockery
						


								
							Potted plant wreath
						


								
							Floating terrarium garden
						


								
							Planted candle holder
						


								
							Leaf propagation display
						


					


				


						
					PLANT PROFILES
					
								
							CACTI
							
										
									Acanthocereus
								


										
									Ariocarpus
								


										
									Astrophytum
								


										
									Cephalocereus
								


										
									Cereus
								


										
									Cleistocactus
								


										
									Copiapoa
								


										
									Coryphantha
								


										
									Disocactus
								


										
									Echinocactus
								


										
									Echinocereus
								


										
									Echinopsis
								


										
									Epiphyllum
								


										
									Eriosyce
								


										
									Espostoa
								


										
									Ferocactus
								


										
									Gymnocalycium
								


										
									Hatiora
								


										
									Leuchtenbergia
								


										
									Lophophora
								


										
									Mammillaria
								


										
									Matucana
								


										
									Melocactus
								


										
									Opuntia
								


										
									Oreocereus
								


										
									Oroya
								


										
									Parodia
								


										
									Pilosocereus
								


										
									Pygmaeocereus
								


										
									Rebutia
								


										
									Rhipsalis
								


										
									Schlumbergera
								


										
									Stenocactus
								


										
									Stenocereus
								


										
									Sulcorebutia
								


										
									Thelocactus
								


							


						


								
							SUCCULENTS
							
										
									Adromischus
								


										
									Aeonium
								


										
									Agave
								


										
									Albuca
								


										
									Aloe
								


										
									Aptenia
								


										
									Ceropegia
								


										
									Cotyledon
								


										
									Crassula
								


										
									Curio
								


										
									Dudleya
								


										
									Echeveria
								


										
									Euphorbia
								


										
									Faucaria
								


										
									Fenestraria
								


										
									x Gasterhaworthia
								


										
									Gasteria
								


										
									 Graptopetalum
								


										
									Haworthia
								


										
									Hoya
								


										
									Kalanchoe
								


										
									Kleinia
								


										
									Lithops
								


										
									Orbea
								


										
									Pachyphytum
								


										
									Portulacaria
								


										
									Sansevieria
								


										
									Sedum
								


										
									Sempervivum
								


										
									Senecio
								


							


						


					


				


						
					CARE AND CULTIVATION
					
								
							GENERAL CARE
							
										
									Plant care tools
								


										
									Buying and handling new plants
								


										
									Growth and dormancy
								


										
									How to water your plants
								


										
									Compost and containers
								


										
									Repotting your plants
								


										
									Keeping your plants in shape
								


										
									Encouraging plants to flower
								


							


						


								
							HOW TO PROPAGATE AND GRAFT
							
										
									Propagate from succulent leaves
								


										
									Propagate from offsets
								


										
									Propagate from succulent stems
								


										
									Propagate from cactus stems
								


										
									Propagate from seed
								


										
									How to graft cacti
								


							


						


								
							PROBLEM SOLVING
							
										
									What’s wrong with my plant?
								


										
									Dealing with care-based problems
								


										
									Dealing with pests
								


										
									Dealing with diseases
								


							


						


					


				


						
					Index
				


			


		
			CA

		CB

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

		11

		12

		13

		14

		15

		16

		17

		18

		19

		20

		21



		Start





OEBPS/images/bg016_00.jpg

























OEBPS/images/bg013_00.jpg





OEBPS/images/bg001_00.jpg
ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

PRACTICAL Ea 4

& SUCCULENT %
BOOK

HOW TO CHOOSE, NURTURE & DISPLAY
200 CACTI & SUCCULENTS

FRAN BAILEY & ZIA ALLAWAY ;
\ ) =11/
5 S5 Sl
- AR W< ;
&y é AN i




































OEBPS/images/bg023_00.jpg

























































































































OEBPS/images/bg011_00.jpg























































































OEBPS/images/bg021_00.jpg





















































































































OEBPS/images/bg019_00.jpg


















OEBPS/images/bg020_00.jpg






















OEBPS/images/bg017_00.jpg





















































OEBPS/images/bg007_00.jpg












































OEBPS/images/bg003_00.jpg
DK



























OEBPS/images/bg005_00.jpg















OEBPS/images/bg015_00.jpg

























































OEBPS/images/bg014_00.jpg











































OEBPS/images/bg012_00.jpg























OEBPS/images/bg002_00.jpg









































































OEBPS/images/bg022_00.jpg
| \\ ¥












OEBPS/images/bg009_00.jpg





























































































































































OEBPS/images/bg010_00.jpg











