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run!

let mego!

NEW YORK CITY.

NINTH GRADEORIENTATION DAY.
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whatthe heck isthe maerwith you?

I showup for myfirst day ata new schl,and you gonuts!

are theyfoowingus?

is who

foowing us?what’reyou talking

about?

who areyou?

wait…

I remember you.hver dam,right?

your name is rachel.rachel elizabethdare. what areyou doing innew york?

I remember youalmost got me kied.you had a pen, but it was asword. and there werecops chasing you, butthey were zombies.

then I s youat my new schl--and I s them--and I’m, like, “herewe go again.”

just…never mind.you won’t believe me.

I’m crazy, a right?that’s what everyonesays. I’m crazy.

rachel!

you knew mypen was a sword.

you knew thosecops weren’treay cops.

if you can sthrough the mist,I nd to know whatyou’re ruing from.

andI nd toknownow.

bequiet!

what?what didyou s?
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what are youtalking about?

what “mist”?

it’s…we, it’s likethis veil that hides theway things reay are.some mortals areborn with the abilityto s through it.

like you.

mortal?you saythat likeyou’re…not.

you knowwhat it a means,don’t you. a thesehoible things I s.

te me.please.

lk, this isgoing to sound weird.a the grk myths--gods and monsters

and heroes.

they’rereal.

I knew it!for years I thoughtI was going nuts!you have no idea howhard it’s bn.

oh, I thinkI have a preygd idea.

so whoare you?

who areyou reay?

my nameis percyjackson.I’m a half-bld.

I’m halfhuman andhalf…

thereyou are,percyjackson.
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stay back!

I’m warning you!don’t make meuse my pen!

it’s timefor yourorientation.

this isour schl,half-bld.

we fdon whom wechse!



[image: background image]

NO!

rachel?

yeah?

window.

go!

you’pay, percyjackson. sn,your preylile campwi be inflames.

I wi bemerciful. I wiend your life now,before you haveto witne anyof it.

yourfriends wi

be slaves tothe lord oftime.

you kiedmy train! she wasgoing to be a gdempousa, like me. servantsof hecate formed usfrom animal, bronze,and ghost.

ie!
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so, like,are you goingto almost get mekied every time

I s you?

poibly.

welcometo my

world.

those kier chrleaders

didn’t wantme.

they’reafter you.

you’dbeer getgoing.

my phone number.I want to know moreabout half-blds.and gods andmonsters.

youowe me thatmuch.

youwi came.

wait!do youeven have asafe place

to go?

a safeplace?
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LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK.

CAMP HALF-BLOOD.

HIDDEN REFUGE OF THE CHILDRENOF GREEK GODS AND HUMANS.

“you couldsay that.”
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sounds likeyour suerstarted with abang, seawdbrain.

don’t you usuaywait for a schlyear to start

before you destroyeverything?

orientationday has to besome kind ofhalf-bldrecord.

she’s taking thisone a lile hard, gdebeing where her boyfriend,paul, teaches and a.

yousoundlike mymom.

howabout you,aabeth?

howwas eighthgrade?

monster-infested. thingsare definitelygeing worse

out there.

it’s gdto be backat camp,I’ say that.

anyword onluke?

mounttam is stioveun withmonsters.

I haven’tbn back sincewe fought lukethere last suer.

but Idon’t thinkhe’s up there.

I think I’dknow if hewas.

anyway,you’ve got lots ofcatching upto do.

comeon.
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“you nd tomt the newinstructor.”

mrs.o’leary!down!

don’twoyabout her,percy.

she’sharmle,as far ashehounds

go.

harmle.right.

I’m quintus.I’m helping out atcamp while mr. d

is away shoring upaiances.

and youmust be percyjackson.aabeth hastold me aabout you.

I hearyou’re handywith a sword.

I believeI’d like tos that.

what’s inthe crates,quintus?

there’sthe hornfor dier.you twobeer getmoving.

T. T

HIS END UP.RIPLE G RANCHTRIPLE G RANCH

OPEN WITH CAREIS NOT RESPONSIBLE FORPROPERTY DAMAGE. MAIMING ,OR EXCRUCIATINGLY PAINFUL DEATH.

TRIPLE G RANCHTHIS END UP.OPEN WITH CARE. TRIPLE G RANCHOT RESPONSIBLE FOR. MAIMING ,ATH.

IS NPROPERTY DAMAGEOR EXCRUCIATINGLY PAINFUL DE
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brother!

you’re here!

nowwe can eatpeanut buersandwiches andride fish ponies

and makemonsters gobm!

tyson!

ow,watch the ribs.the ribs.

grover? no smiles?you’re sing your bestfriend for the first timesince last suer.

I’m soy,percy.it’s just…

the fatsatyr boes

say groveris a liar.

I told the council of clovenelders how I heard the voice of thenature god pan speak to me duringour quest last suer, but theydon’t believe me.

they said I only haveone wk left to find pan,or they’re going to revokemy searcher’s license

for gd.

I’ be adisgrace

to theunderwdname.

my dadwas a searcher.my grandfatherwas a searcher…

THE DININGPAVILION.
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