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It is sometimes said that social media will be the death of

publishing but actually this book was begat by Twitter and

Facebook. one of my employers obliged me sign up to these

and I found myself daily, after Morning Prayer, sitting at my

desk and wondering what to post.

The answer was in front of me. The Anglican Calendar 

commemorates most days its saints, or quasi-saints, 

Anglicans being characteristically undecided about such

things; other churches do the same, in fact there are a great

many sources for the lives of those men and women and 

children – and even a baby – which Christians over the 

centuries have venerated for their spectacular holiness.

Sometimes this holiness could be very spectacular indeed,

and these are the stories to which I was most drawn; not the

A-list saints, but the B’s, C’s and beyond, stories of such

strangeness, comedy, cruelty and surprise that I found them

quite fascinating.

I was not alone. over the following weeks and months others

started following their stories too and if I missed a day they

would send messages insisting on updates. Naturally, I tried

to oblige. The most common replies, however, to these

postings are (a) surely you are making them up, and (b)

surely you don’t really believe this. In answer to (a), I have

never made one up, though I have permitted myself a certain

latitude in presenting material from ancient sources in a way

my contemporaries would more readily recognise. The answer

to (b) is a bit more complicated. Do I think a three-day-old

baby preached a sermon before dying?; Do I think the 

Frankish cephalophores took their severed heads for a walk

INTRoDuCTIoNS
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while singing a hymn?; Do I think the Flying Friar had to be

crossly summoned down from the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel

whence he’d floated during an audience with Pope urban VIII?

No, I don’t. But I do think that all these stories, legends, and

lives enabled people remote from us in time, place and custom

to experience the reality of God coming into focus, experiences

significant enough for them to be preserved, if sometimes 

haphazardly.

Moreover, I often think of a lady I once met who told me how

much she admired a certain churchman for the way he 

‘demythologised religion’. I would very much like to 

remythologise religion, and recommend the lives of these 

improbable saints in that spirit. To one of the nastiest saints in

the Kalendar, Tertullian, the expression ‘Credo quia absurdum

est’ is often (wrongly) credited. ‘I believe because it is absurd’

will do for an epigraph. 

RICHARD CoLeS

As readers will see, the illustrations exhibit a total disregard

for historical accuracy. Pedants will implode with rage and 

exasperation when they see the liberties taken with  fashion,

technology and social customs. For this I offer no apology, 

only the reassurance that none of the cartoons is to be taken

seriously. 

TeD HARRISoN

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 6



9

T
H

e
 J

u
V

e
N

IL
e

 S
A

IN
T

S

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 9



L
IV

e
S

 o
F

 T
H

e
 I

M
P

R
o

B
A

B
L

e
 S

A
IN

T
S

10

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 10



T
H

e
 J

u
V

e
N

IL
e

 S
A

IN
T

S

11

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 11



L
IV

e
S

 o
F

 T
H

e
 I

M
P

R
o

B
A

B
L

e
 S

A
IN

T
S

12

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 12



T
H

e
 J

u
V

e
N

IL
e

 S
A

IN
T

S

13

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 13



L
IV

e
S

 o
F

 T
H

e
 I

M
P

R
o

B
A

B
L

e
 S

A
IN

T
S

14

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 14



15

T
H

e
 z

o
o

L
o

G
IC

A
L

 S
A

IN
T

S

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 15



L
IV

e
S

 o
F

 T
H

e
 I

M
P

R
o

B
A

B
L

e
 S

A
IN

T
S

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 16



T
H

e
 z

o
o

L
o

G
IC

A
L

 S
A

IN
T

S

17

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 17



L
IV

e
S

 o
F

 T
H

e
 I

M
P

R
o

B
A

B
L

e
 S

A
IN

T
S

18

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 18



T
H

e
 z

o
o

L
o

G
IC

A
L

 S
A

IN
T

S

19

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 19



L
IV

e
S

 o
F

 T
H

e
 I

M
P

R
o

B
A

B
L

e
 S

A
IN

T
S

20

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 20



T
H

e
 z

o
o

L
o

G
IC

A
L

 S
A

IN
T

S

21

Insides Improbable Saints  latest_Layout 2  11/10/2012  12:17  Page 21


