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Preface 

This fourth volume of The Christian Tradition has 
taken me back to the period of the history of Christian 
doctrine with which my scholarly work began: my 
dissertation, in 1946, dealt with the doctrinal relations 
between the Hussite Reformation of the fifteenth cen­
tury and the Lutheran Reformation of the sixteenth; 
my first scholarly article, in 1947, was on the thought 
of a seventeenth-century theologian of Protestant or­
thodoxy; and my first book, in 1950, described the 
connections between theology and philosophy in the 
age of the Reformation and beyond. Even then, of 
course, I was conscious of the many ways in which 
the thought of the Reformation reflected the vocab­
ulary and the thought patterns of the patristic and 
medieval periods. But coming to the doctrines of the 
Reformation now, after having rehearsed the doctrinal 
development of those periods in great detail, I am still 
more impressed with the importance of understanding 
the sixteenth century in the light of its continuity and 
discontinuity with the history of church doctrine since 
the second century. Despite their protestations of "sola 
Scriptura," the Reformers showed that the "Scrip-
tura" has never been "sola." I would urge, moreover, 
that the readers of this volume take seriously its con­
text as part of the history of the Christian tradition. 

It may be appropriate as well to explain its relation 
to the next and final volume of the work. The pe-
riodization of a historical narrative is always arbitrary; 
nor do the events of the narrative always conform 
themselves to the neatness of the title or table of con­
tents of the book. As the last chapter of this volume 
indicates, the account in volume 5 will begin with 
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Pietism, Puritanism, and Jansenism, which, together 
with contemporaneous developments in Eastern Or­
thodoxy, represented "the crisis of orthodoxy East 
and West." Therefore the doctrinal significance of those 
movements, while adumbrated here, will receive more 
substantial treatment there (even though a consider­
able number of the sources antedate 1700). Once again, 
it will be the context in the history of the Christian 
tradition that will determine the selection and the ar­
rangement of those developments. 

Another feature of the present volume that should 
be explained is bibliographical. It was during the pe­
riod covered here that printing was invented, and thus 
for the first time in this work the publication of a 
book in printed form could happen during the lifetime 
of the author. In the case of many of the authors cited, 
that first edition was also the last. As a glance at the 
list of "Authors and Texts" will show, I have therefore 
provided the facts of publication within that list rather 
than as part of "Editions and Collections," which 
would have been both inconvenient and pedantic. This 
period is likewise the time in the history of the West 
when surnames gradually came into common use: al­
though he was often called "Doctor Martin," it was 
as "Martin Luther" that the German Reformer was— 
and is—usually referred to. I have attempted to take 
account of this change in devising the abbreviations 
catalogued under "Authors and Texts." While I have, 
to be sure, not listed nearly all of the sources I have 
read, I have included in that catalogue some that have 
not been cited specifically in the notes. In quoting my 
sources, I have, as is my wont throughout this work, 
felt free to adopt and adapt translations, including my 
own, without attribution. Since this is the first volume 
with any significant number of English sources, I 
should also state that I have translated most of those 
as well into twentieth-century usage and orthog­
raphy. 

It remains only to express my gratitude for all the 
assistance and courtesy without which I could never 
have written this book. Various lectureships in the 
United States, Canada, Europe, and Australia have 
given me the opportunity to try out most of this ma­
terial on an audience before committing it irrevocably 
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to print; among these, let me mention explicitly the 
Gauss Lectures at Princeton University, which per­
mitted (and compelled) me to straighten out my pre­
sentation of what is now the second chapter. Ironically, 
the closer I come to the present, the more dispersed 
the sources are. Therefore there has been a quantum 
increase in the number of libraries I have had to use, 
and in the depth of my thanks to their directors and 
staffs: the Catholic University of America; the Uni­
versity of Chicago; Concordia Theological Seminary 
in Saint Louis; the Folger Shakespeare Library; Har­
vard University; the University of Iowa; the Library 
of Congress; the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia; the New York Public Library; the Uni­
versity of Notre Dame; the University of Oxford, 
especially the Bodleian Library; the University of 
Pennsylvania; Princeton Theological Seminary; 
Princeton University; Stanford University; the Uni­
versity of Toronto, including the Pontifical Institute 
of Mediaeval Studies; Union Theological Seminary in 
New York; the Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana; Yale 
University; and the Zentralbibliothek of Zurich. My 
thanks are due as well to Ruth Mazo, who helped 
with verifying references in the first two chapters, and 
to Mary Whitney, who typed the first five chapters. 
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