


The Emergence of

Romanticism



This page intentionally left blank 



The Emergence of
Romanticism

NICHOLAS V. RIASANOVSKY

New York Oxford
O X F O R D U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S



Oxford University Press
Oxford New York Toronto

Delhi Bombay Calcutta Madras Karachi
Kuala Lumpur Singapore Hong Kong Tokyo

Nairobi Dar es Salaam Cape Town
Melbourne Auckland Madrid

and associated companies in
Berlin Ibadan

Copyright © 1992 by Oxford University Press, Inc.

First published in 1992 by Oxford University Press, Inc.,
200 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10016

First issued as an Oxford University Press paperback, 1995

Oxford is a registered trademark of Oxford University Press

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,

electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without the prior permission of Oxford University Press.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Riasanovsky, Nicholas Valentine, 1923-

The emergence of romanticism / Nicholas V. Riasanovsky.
p. cm. Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.

ISBN (M9-507341-X; 0-19-509646-0 (pbk)
1. English literature—18th century—History and criticism.
2. Romanticism—Great Britain—History—18th century.

3. German literature—18th century—History and criticism.
4. Literature, Comparative—English and German.
5. Literature, Comparative—German and English.

6. Romanticism—Germany—History—18th century.
7. Christianity and literature. 8. God in literature. I. Title.

PR447.R48 1992
820.9'145—dc20 91-46113

Permission to reproduce translations of poems from the following works
is gratefully acknowledged:

From Hymns to the Night by Novalis, translated by Richard C. Higgins.
Copyright © 1978, 1984, 1988 by Richard C. Higgins, by permission of
the publishers, McPherson & Company, Kingston, New York.

From Russian Metaphysical Romanticism by Sarah Pratt. Copyright © 1984
by Stanford University Press. Reprinted by permission.

From Friedrich Schickel's Lncinde and the Fragments, translated by Peter
Firchow. Copyright © 1971 by the University of Minnesota Press.
Reprinted by permission.

1 3 5 7 9 8 6 4 2

Printed in the United States of America
on acid-free paper



To Sir Isaiah Berlin
and the late Dr. H. G. Schenk



This page intentionally left blank 



Acknowledgments

As I grow older, appropriate acknowledgments become more numerous and
crowding. This is especially true of the present study, based as it is on an
interest of very long standing and wide compass. Whereas some of my debts
can be found in the footnotes—and two even appear in the dedication-—
others (notably to my wife and to some of my teachers, colleagues, and
students) defy precise listing. This paragraph provides merely a skeletal out-
line, to which must be added my appreciation and gratitude, different in each
case but invariably real and memorable. And, as a good custom demands, I
want to emphasize that the weaknesses and deficiencies of this work are
entirely my own.

Two of my sabbatical years (1984-85 and 1989-90) were devoted pri-
marily to the research and writing of this book. The first I spent as a fellow of
the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, located in
Stanford, the second at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.
(with a visit to England) as a Wilson Fellow and a member of the Kennan
Institute. I want to acknowledge the fellowships that supported my research
during those years, as well as the sabbatical policy of the University of
California and the financial and other advantages connected with my chair.
This study began as a lecture (later lectures), and I was fortunate to have
opportunities to lecture on romanticism at the University of California,
Berkeley, and also at Indiana University, the University of Michigan, and the
Smithsonian. Libraries were, of course, indispensable for my study, and I
profited from the resources of a good number of them, especially the main
library at the University of California, Berkeley, and the Library of Congress.
At my request, twenty individuals carefully read the manuscript before it was
submitted for publication and provided useful corrections and valuable crit-
icisms. They included my wife Arlene and our daughter Maria; five suc-
cessive research assistants (who performed efficiently a variety of services in
furthering my work"), namely, Theodore R. Weeks, Joseph B. Mellott, Paul



Vlll ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Holchak, John W. Randolph, Jr., and Ilya Vinkovetsky; doctoral candidate
Catherine Evtuhov; Berkeley colleagues Jan de Vries, Martin Jay, Martin
Malia, Henry May, Hugh McLean, Robert Middlekauff, Ernest Tuveson,
Frederick Wakeman, Jr., and Reginald Zelnik; also professors Herbert Lin-
denberger of Stanford University, Anthony La Vopa of North Carolina State
University, and Sir Isaiah Berlin of Oxford. The index was prepared by
Nadine Ghammache and Ilya Vinkovetsky.

Berkeley N.V.R.
January 1992



Contents

Introduction, 3

1. The Emergence of Romanticism in England, 7
2. The Emergence of Romanticism in Germany, 41

3. Some Observations on the Emergence of Romanticism, 69

Works Cited, 103
Index, I I I



This page intentionally left blank 



The Emergence of

Romanticism



You cannot see my face, for man shall not see my face and live.

EXOD. 33:20


