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Series Editor’s Foreword

Travelling for pleasure, whether for curiosity, nostalgia, religious conviction, or simply to satisfy an inherent need to learn, has been an essential part of the human condition for centuries. Chaucer’s ‘Wife of Bath’ ranged wide, visiting Jerusalem three times as well as Santiago de Compostela, Rome, Cologne, and Boulogne. Her motivation, like that of so many medieval travellers, was primarily to visit holy places. Later, as the Grand Tour took a hold in the eighteenth century, piety was replaced by the need felt by the élite to educate its young, to compensate for the disgracefully inadequate training offered at that time by Oxford and Cambridge. The levelling effect of the Napoleonic Wars changed all that and in the age of the steamship and the railway mass tourism was born when Mr Thomas Cook first offered ‘A Great Circular Tour of the Continent’.

There have been guidebooks as long as there have been travellers. Though not intended as such, the Histories of Herodotus would have been an indispensable companion to a wandering Greek. Centuries later Pausanias’ guide to the monuments of Greece was widely used by travelling Romans intent on discovering the roots of their civilization. In the eighteenth century travel books took on a more practical form offering a torrent of useful advice, from dealing with recalcitrant foreign innkeepers to taking a plentiful supply of oil of lavender to ward off bedbugs. But it was the incomparable ‘Baedekers’ that gave enlightenment and reassurance to the increasing tide of enquiring tourists who flooded the Continent in the latter part of the nineteenth century. The battered but much-treasured red volumes may still sometimes be seen in use today, pored over on sites by those nostalgic for the gentle art of travel.

The needs and expectations of the enquiring traveller change rapidly and it would be impossible to meet them all within the compass of single volumes. With this in mind, the Oxford Archaeological Guides have been created to satisfy a particular and growing interest. Each volume provides lively and informed descriptions of a wide selection of archaeological sites chosen to display the cultural heritage of the country in question. Plans, designed to match the text, make it easy to grasp the full extent of the site while focusing on its essential aspects. The emphasis is, necessarily, on seeing, understanding, and above all enjoying the particular place. But archaeological sites are the creation of history and can only be fully appreciated against the longue durée of human achievement. To provide this, each book begins with a wide-ranging historical overview introducing the changing cultures of the country and the landscapes which formed them. Thus, while the Guides are primarily intended for the traveller they can be read with equal value at home.

Barry Cunliffe
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How to use this Guide

The city and its archaeological monuments are divided into nine main areas, each accompanied by an area site map. An overall plan of the areas covered by the site maps is provided opposite.

Sites not within designated archaeological zones have their addresses given beneath their name and are on open view unless otherwise indicated:

* designates a site with fixed hours of opening, usually requiring a ticket (see p. 497)
† designates a site normally closed to the public, requiring a special permit by application to the authority concerned. Some may be open for short periods on a regular basis on one or two days every week or every month (see p. 498).

Starred Sites

** Major sites, commonly on easy access

* Other readily visible or accessible sites

Measurements

Scales to plans and elevations are where appropriate given in Roman Feet (RF) as well as metres, and both measurements are often provided in the text.

1 RF = 0.296 metres (9 mm shorter than the English Foot).

1 Roman mile = 1481.5 metres.

Technical Terms

For a glossary of building types and materials and other terminology see pp. 39–61, and also consult the Index.




Introduction

Writing guidebooks to the antiquities of Rome has been going on for centuries and all those that have ever been written have steered a similar course, between fact and fiction, or rather, between two different kinds of reality. On the one hand, to a degree unmatched anywhere else in the world, Rome’s physical past has continued to be woven into the fabric of its present, with buildings now well over 1,500, some well over 2,000, years old still standing (some even still functioning) as part of the modern city. Three thousand years of continuous occupation have produced one of the most deeply stratified and complex urban sites in existence. Up to 20 metres of deposits overlie the street levels of the C6 AD, which in their turn frequently represented a rise of about 2 metres compared with the Imperial city of the C2 AD, and in places the C2 level is at least another 4 metres above that of the Republican city—and so on back to the huts and cemeteries of the end of the Bronze Age. The sites appear in groups or in isolation, within designated ‘archaeological zones’ or on the side of a busy street, in a deep pit in the ground or in the middle of a traffic roundabout. Their survival has rarely had to do with their original purpose; that can only be said of the city walls, first laid out in AD 271–5, and continuously operative until breached for the last time by Garibaldi’s forces on 20 September 1870. The other structures which have never been buried have usually survived by being converted (in varying states of decay) into churches, monasteries, fortresses, and palaces; some are massive concrete buildings, immune to natural elements and beyond most human means to destroy until the age of dynamite; later generations merely built into, around, or over them as if they were part of the bedrock. Some have been ‘liberated’ on various occasions from their later encumbrances; there was a rash of that during the French occupation of Rome in 1809–14 and again under the Fascist regime of 1921–44. In the late C19 concerted archaeological excavations were undertaken with the express purpose of rediscovering the Roman Forum, and for the millennium celebrations in 2000 enormous areas of the Imperial Forums were laid bare, but they are the exception; practically every other site which has been dug up afresh came to light by chance in the course of redevelopment—and whether they have then been allowed to remain visible has been less a question of their archaeological importance, and more a question of their perceived historical significance.

For the second reality is that nowhere else is the archaeological record supplemented, at times overwhelmed, by quite so much historical evidence. Not only was Rome the stage for countless famous episodes (such as Horatio defending the Sublician bridge against the whole Etruscan army; Julius Caesar being murdered on the Ides of March in the curia of the porticus of Pompey and Mark Antony’s speech in the Forum; Nero fiddling in the Gardens of Maecenas while the city burned), but a lot of general Roman history is couched in terms of buildings. Ancient Rome was a place where every temple, basilica, arch, road, or aqueduct was potentially a political act: it mattered a great deal who built what, and when. They were celebrated on the coinage, listed in public calendars, satirized or lauded by contemporary poets, and chronicled with criticism or praise by generations of historians. On more than one occasion the physical extent of the city was recorded in stone, incised on marble in the form of a great map. Numerous fragments of one such map have survived. As a result, the study of Roman topography has been a popular pursuit among archaeologists and historians since the late C15, devoted to reconstructing the vanished city from the written or graphic record in association with the scatter of actual remains.

A third reality is that the ancient city was very large, measuring 3–5 km from side to side in any one direction—far larger than its medieval and Renaissance successors. It did not become as large again until the C20. While the buses and the Metropolitana of the C20 are very good for longer journeys, there are many parts of the city that they do not (or cannot) reach, and for most shorter distances it is generally quicker to walk. That means that archaeological tourists rarely move around the city’s monuments in a chronological or typological order; it is much easier to see as many sites as possible in a given area and then start again elsewhere. Since ancient Rome was not a single undifferentiated mass, this approach can be organized to positive advantage, as this guide tries to do, biting off manageable daily portions which also make sense in terms of the ancient city. Starting in the centre, there is a monumental, political Rome composed of three distinct zones (the Forum, the Palatine, and the Imperial Forums); on the inner periphery there are five more or less equally well-defined units (the Field of Mars, the Capitoline hill, the Cattle Market, the valley of the Circus Maximus, and the valley of the Colosseum). Then there are the predominantly residential quarters on the Esquiline, Viminal, and Caelian hills and the area on the right bank of the Tiber (modern Trastevere). Much of the archaeology in these peripheral regions is of the fictional variety; it exists on paper but not in the flesh, or exists in reality but no normal visitor can expect to see it. For this reason, the Aventine and the Quirinal hills have not been included here. Outside the city walls of the late C3 AD (which still condition much of the life of the modern city) the situation changes again. Each major road has its own particular archaeology, consisting mainly of tombs and catacombs and an occasional great suburban country villa, which made pleasant excursions in the C16–C19 but are now largely engulfed in modern high-rise development. Only the ancient Via Appia and its parks, and a scattering of other ‘extramural’ sites are covered here.

The first part of this guide traces the fortunes of the city from its origins to the end of the C6 AD, placing the visible sites and monuments within a chronological narrative. Subsequent introductory sections provide notes on the various documentary sources, and glossaries of Rome’s local stones and other building materials, building techniques and decoration, and the main building-types.


Historical Overview

NOTE: visible sites and monuments covered by this guide are named in the text and listed at the end of each section in SMALL CAPITALS. For further references please consult the Index.

Early Rome

With the transition from the Bronze Age to the Iron Age in the C10 BC, the population of central Italy was on the increase; large nucleated settlements began to develop, mostly located on hilltops, and Rome was one of them. The Tiber river, wide and easily navigable from the sea as far as 100 km upstream, wound through meadows and marshes full of wildlife, beyond which to either side lay rolling plains of highly fertile volcanic soils. At the particular point where Rome grew, 20 km inland, the natural amenities were combined with a series of ‘hills’ from whose lower slopes issued freshwater springs and whose heights made convenient refuges from floods, summer heat, and animal and human predators. The hills were in reality irregularly shaped ridges or spurs created by tributary streams running down the edges of the larger valley which had been cut through the plains by the river.

[image: image] Fig. A. The site of Early Rome

[image: image]

The Anglicized Latin names for the four main spurs, clockwise from the north, are the Quirinal (Quirinalis), ESQUILINE (Esquiliae), CAELIAN (Caelius), and the Aventine (Aventinus). Each ended in a larger knoll or series of knolls which had separate hilly identities: the CAPITOLINE (Capitolium) at the end of the Quirinal, the PALATINE (Palatium) and Velia at the end of the Esquiline. The Caelian and the Aventine ended in parts simply called major and minor, large and small. Between the Quirinal and the Esquiline was a lesser spur, the VIMINAL (Viminalis). Various parts of the Esquiline were also sometimes distinguished as ‘hills’—the Cispian (Cispius), the Oppian (Oppius), the Fagutal (Fagutalis). The Quirinal had several specific heights—Latiaris, Mucialis or Sanqualis, and Salutaris. Beyond the deep valley on the north side of the Quirinal lies a further high ridge, the Pincian (Pincius), which in earlier days went by the name Collis Hortulorum (‘Garden heights’). On the right bank, running more or less parallel with the river, is a massive ridge called the Janiculum, from which a small promontory (now occupied by S. Pietro in Montorio) projects towards the river roughly in line with the Capitoline hill. To the north-west of the Janiculum, the hill at the end of a second parallel ridge was called the Vatican (Vaticanus).

Traces of Iron Age huts and cemeteries dating from the C9–C7 BC have been found principally in deep-level excavations on the Palatine (p. 131) and Esquiline and in the valley between (p. 113), but many other sporadic finds suggest that if similar excavations were possible on the Capitoline, Quirinal, Aventine, and Caelian early settlement would prove to have included them as well.

[image: image] PALATINE
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Romulus’ City (C8–C6 BC)

Later Roman tradition dated the foundation of Rome to 753 BC, at the hands of a man called Romulus, who became its first ‘king’. Whether or not the tradition was invented, it may not be far from the mark. During the C8–C7 BC there emerged three geographically distinct groupings within central Italy as a whole, one on Rome’s side of the Tiber to the south (Latium), one to the north (Etruria), and one in the Apennine mountains to the east (Samnium). The peoples in each area spoke a different language (Latin, Etruscan, or Oscan respectively) and had rather different religious and funerary practices but socially and politically their systems were similar; the individual settlements were separate units, each with a ‘king’ or small ruling elite chosen by birth or competition from a larger aristocratic class of warrior-landowners. Although independent, they regularly formed alliances or leagues with one another and there was considerable mobility between the members of one local aristocracy and another; even the ‘kings’ could be exchanged. All were in increasing contact not only with Greeks who had colonized parts of southern Italy as far north as the Bay of Naples, but also, via Greek and Phoenician traders, with most of the wider Mediterranean. Etruria especially, by virtue of the superior wealth generated by rich mineral resources, made early advances in agriculture and urbanism, draining large areas for new farmland and building cities with stone architecture on the Greek model. Latium was less well endowed with mineral wealth and its centres developed more slowly, generally on a smaller scale, but Rome was soon an exception. Her position on the Tiber, combining excellent port facilities for traffic up and down the river itself with the river crossing of a main land route, enabled her to take particular advantage of the opportunities provided by trade.


Seven Hills?

Everyone knows that Rome is built on the magical number of seven hills but even the ancient Romans had difficulty deciding which hills to count. In the late C1 BC an annual festival on 11 December was called the Septimontium (normally translated as seven hills, but perhaps a corruption of saepti montes, enclosed or fortified hills), when each of the ‘montes’ made sacrifices followed by a feast, but the participants were eight: the Palatine, Velia, Fagutal, Subura, Cermalus, Oppian, Caelian, and Cispian, two of which (Subura and Cermalus) are not generally considered to have been hills at all, whereas no mention is made of the Capitoline, Aventine, Quirinal, and Viminal. Later lists suggest that efforts were made to define a new seven, in keeping with the city as it had developed by the Early Empire. A statue set up in the Roman colony of Corinth (in Greece) towards the end of the C1 AD showed the goddess Roma seated on seven hills and six are labelled: Palatine, Esquiline, Aventine, Caelian, Quirinal, Viminal. The seventh was probably the Capitoline (but could also have been the Janiculum). The Regionary Catalogues of the early C4 AD made yet another selection: Caelian, Aventine, Tarpeian (i.e. Capitoline), Palatine, Esquiline, Vatican, and Janiculum.



In the course of the C6 BC, traditionally the period during which her ‘kings’ included at least two who muscled in from Etruria (the Tarquins, Priscus and Superbus, whose family had earlier emigrated to Etruria from Greece), Rome grew into a major power. Her Temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline hill was to be the largest in the Italo-Etruscan world (see p. 261), land drains and culverts made the hillsides and valley bottoms habitable (pp. 64, 301), large aristocratic houses were constructed of stone (p. 117). Like her neighbours, she built a circuit of defensive walls, but her walls probably enclosed 426 hectares (see Fig. A), larger than any other city in Italy, and she held sway over a considerable area of Latium, ranging as far as 100 km to the south (Circeo and Terracina).

[image: image] TEMPLE OF JUPITER podium (Palazzo dei Conservatori)

[image: image] Terracottas from archaic temple at S. OMOBONO (Palazzo dei Conservatori)
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Capital of Italy (C5–C3 BC)

Towards the end of the C6 BC (traditionally 510–509), Rome took a momentous step and abolished her regal system, instituting a new political order, the Republic, wherein the king was replaced by two consuls and a range of lesser magistrates, elected annually by the whole male citizen body. The consuls chose an advisory council, the Senate, at first AD hoc, later according to well-defined qualifications (of landed wealth, military and political service). The consuls led the army in times of war and had executive legislative powers in most other matters. Army service was a duty of citizenship but it was also a privilege for which only the wealthier (who could supply their own equipment) were eligible. Soon a small group of aristocratic families, the patricians, managed to gain a virtual monopoly on the consulship and most other civic and priestly offices, but in the late C5 this was challenged by the rest, the plebeians, who formed their own alternative state within the state, and fought successfully in the course of the C4 to win equal rights. A large part of the solution relied on further territorial expansion, to acquire more land which was then allocated among the plebeians. Veii, a major Etruscan rival a few kilometres north of Rome on the other side of the Tiber, was the first conquest, in 396 BC, after which Roman armies moved against the rest of Latium and up into the mountains of Samnium, making treaties by threat or outright war until the whole of central Italy was under Roman control. Etruria and Umbria to the north, Campania and the Bay of Naples to the south soon followed, then Lucania and the Greek cities of southern Italy; the last Greek stronghold at Taranto was captured in 272 BC.

Archaeologically, the only visible features of the Rome of the C5–C4 BC are various parts of its city walls, rebuilt in massive fashion around 378–350 probably on the line of the earlier C6 circuit. The rest is currently still a blank except for the first phase of the twin temples at S. OMOBONO and the knowledge that the great houses of the C6 on the north side of the Palatine (p. 117) remained in occupation. But we know from written sources that at least ten important temples were built, including the two on the Forum (SATURN and CASTOR), the first of the major aqueducts were led into the city (the Appia in 312 BC, the Anio Vetus in 272 BC), and the first of Rome’s famous roads, the Via Appia (p. 356), was put in hand: the main route south to the new territories, it was metalled as far as Capua around 312 BC, extended to Venosa in 291, and all the way down to Taranto in 272.
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[image: image] Fig. B. The Roman Empire, with sites mentioned in text

Capital of the Mediterranean (C3–C2 BC)

Once started, the process of conquest was difficult to stop. Rome’s way of obtaining and maintaining power in Italy had been to make her enemies into allies and co-opt them into her own military machine, offering them a share of the booty in return for more fighting men to go on more campaigns. And the greater the prize, the more ambitious the machine became. After peninsular Italy, the next step was to move over to Sicily in 264 BC, which brought war with Carthage (near modern Tunis), whose great trading empire ranged from the coast of North Africa over western Sicily, Sardinia, and southern Spain. Sicily was annexed as the first overseas province in 241 BC, then Sardinia and Corsica (238). The temporary defeat of Carthage itself in 202 brought parts of Spain with it and the temptation to conquer the rest of the Iberian peninsular (largely achieved, after horrendous bloodshed, in 133 BC). By 175 BC Rome also held northern Italy and the Po valley; in 146 BC Carthage was razed and a new province of Africa created. Southern France (Provence) was taken over in 125–121 BC. The eastern Mediterranean was collapsing apace; in 200 BC Roman troops invaded the Balkans and by 100 BC Greece, most of the Aegean, and large parts of Asia Minor and central North Africa came under direct Roman rule; treaties of one kind or another bound those which were not.

For the city of Rome the C3–C2 BC were revolutionary, especially once the eastern victories got under way. Spain brought a flood of silver bullion, slaves, and other riches, but Greece and Asia brought the best of contemporary Hellenistic Greek culture and its practised exponents (philosophers, poets, playwrights, doctors, teachers, mathematicians, astrologers, every kind of specialist craftsmen) together with innumerable works of art: paintings, tapestries, furniture, and table ware, and statues in stone, bronze, fine woods, ivory, and precious metals. The art objects came from all sorts of places and contexts; many were of considerable antiquity, in styles familiar to Rome from her own older past, others were like nothing yet seen in the city. First-hand experience of the more spectacular cities of the East (Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Pergamon, Rhodes) must also have been a revelation to the thousands who formed the armies of conquest.

Public building in Rome down to the end of the C3 BC, when not concerned with redoing the city walls, consisted mainly of temples, set up to honour the gods who it was hoped would look after the Roman people in times of war or other trials, or who had already done so. The right to vow and choose the site of a temple as an individual act was given only to the magistrates with imperium (supreme command on behalf of the people in war and other matters) i.e. the generals of her armies. During the C3 it was a right which practically every general exercised in the event of victory. Their imperium also allowed them to decide their own share of war booty, so they could not only vow the temple but might also afford to pay for it, thereby gaining additional prestige for themselves and future generations of their family. Some forty such victory-temples (an average of one every two years) are listed in the written sources. Fragments of six are actually visible, though altered or rebuilt at later dates (TEMPLE OF VICTORY on the Palatine; TEMPLES A AND C IN THE LARGO ARGENTINA; all three at S. NICOLA IN CARCERE).

It was the C2 BC when things really began to move. Within the first three decades, while temple building went on unabated, two new forms of monumental public building made their appearance in the city, the porticus and its close relative the basilica (see pp. 59, 55). New Tiber docks and port facilities were constructed (p. 403). The main drainage systems were reviewed in 184 BC and street paving, first heard of in 238 BC, was introduced on a wide scale from 174 BC. Architects and engineers sought out better quality building stone—compact tufas from the Anio and Monteverde, the hard peperino of the Alban hills and Gabii, the white travertine limestone from the plain below Tivoli (see p. 39). By the end of the 140s BC the first temple was being built completely of white marble, imported all the way from Greece (pp. 40–1). By the end of the century the possibilities of concrete (p. 44) for walls, arcades, and vaulted roofs were being experimented with on a grand scale. Two new aqueducts, the Marcia (140 BC) and the Tepula (125 BC), greatly augmented the supply of spring water.

In later years the Romans liked to play up their self-image of simple farmer-soldiers to whom art and fine architecture in any other context except the worship of the gods was a luxury, even a crime, but the exaggeration had an element of truth. The culture shock was unsettling to many and an inspiration to others: the period is full of contradictions.
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Civil Wars (90–31 BC)

In the space of just two centuries the city of Rome had gone from being a city-state among many others of its kind, albeit a fairly important one, to being mistress of her whole known world. Alexander the Great, from Macedonia in northern Greece, had jumped the gun some sixty years earlier, when his armies swept over the whole of the Near and Middle East as far as India in only seven years (334–327 BC). But he died shortly after, and his empire dissolved into a set of smaller states. Rome’s empire, by contrast, was to grow larger still and to last for five centuries; much of its eastern half endured for a millennium. What kept it going is just as interesting as why it eventually declined, for in the beginning there were lots of reasons for it not to succeed.

As soon as the pace of constant warfare and conquest abroad slowed down in the late C2 BC, things started to come apart at home, fuelled by various rebellions and counter-attacks in the new territories. The republican-style army and powerful negotiating skills had achieved an empire but were not really capable of running it. The first thing needed was a professional, long-service army, which the state could deploy quickly and at will, and it was achieved in 107–100 BC simply by abolishing the old property qualification and enlisting and training a proletariat force. However, since the command of the army was also an executive political office, this was a risky initiative, for unscrupulous generals could make their armies a personal weapon (by promises of previously unobtainable rewards, principally land) and take that force directly into the political arena. The best part of the C1 BC was taken up in a series of military dictatorships (magistrates given supreme powers to deal with emergencies) and terrible internal wars as the system struggled to find its feet. First the Italian allies aided and abetted by opposing Roman generals Marius and Sulla took up arms against Rome in the so-called Social War (90–88 BC), winning the right of citizenship and other concessions; then Marius and Sulla fought it out between each other (in 88–82 BC), then Pompey, Crassus, and Julius Caesar (49–45), and ultimately Mark Antony and Octavian (44–31) variously conspired and battled, with terrible loss of life.

For Rome the era was hardly conducive to sustained investment in civic resources. Sulla paved the Forum square and added various other embellishments to its political fixtures and fittings when trying to carry out constitutional reforms in 81–80 BC. In 55 BC Pompey made a major flourish by building the first permanent theatre (p. 239). Julius Caesar during his brief ascendancy to total power in 48–44 BC had great ambitions for himself and the city, including diverting the course of the Tiber so that the flood plain to the north of the city (the FIELD OF MARS) could be developed as housing. He set about major replanning and reconstruction in the Forum, building a new basilica (the JULIA, p. 92), moving the Senate house and the speakers’ platform, and opening up a whole new Forum square to the north (p. 163). Otherwise, what we hear about most are the wealthy endowing their own homes with new luxuries, such as monolithic columns and veneer in brightly coloured imported stones (pp. 41–4). An extraordinary form of illusionistic wall painting (the so-called Second Style, p. 51) came into vogue, decorating the main halls, dining rooms, and bedrooms of aristocratic houses in a variety of architectural schemes, some evoking the exotic temporary architecture erected for the theatrical games and public banquets which accompanied Rome’s bulging calendar of religious festivals.

[image: image] ‘TABULARIUM’(100 BC?)

[image: image] ROUND TEMPLE by Tiber (c. 100 BC)

[image: image] TEMPLE OF PORTUNUS (c. 80 BC)

[image: image] FABRICIUS’BRIDGE (62 BC)

[image: image] TIBER ISLAND PROW (C1 BC)

[image: image] TOMB OF BIBULUS (early C1 BC)

[image: image] TOMB OF EURYSACES (mid-C1 BC)

[image: image] ARISTOCRATIC HOUSES on the north slope of Palatine

[image: image] HOUSE `OF THE GRIFFINS′ (Palatine)

[image: image] HOUSE OF `LIVIA′ (Palatine)

[image: image] HOUSE OF `AUGUSTUS′ (Palatine)

Augustus and the Imperial System (31 BC–AD 14)

Octavian (C. Octavius) was born in 63 BC at Velitrae (Velletri) near Rome. His mother was Julius Caesar’s niece and Caesar adopted him in 45 BC, at the age of 17, making him his heir. When Caesar was murdered six months later, Octavian reacted with precocious skill to establish himself with Caesar’s friends and forces and manœuvred doggedly for the next thirteen years to eliminate all possible rivals. His final victory came with the naval battle against the forces of Mark Antony off Actium (NW Greece) in 31 BC. Unchallenged leader of the whole Roman world, he set about reshaping the Republican institutions of Rome as the core of a new world order, with himself as ‘princeps’ (‘first citizen or leader amongst equals’), an astutely judged political compromise between military dictator and senatorial rule. In 27 BC the senate gave him the title ‘Augustus’ (reverend), which became the customary form of address for all later emperors. He matched his new position with a wide-ranging programme of reforms in the army (which would owe its allegiance henceforth to its only legitimate commander-in-chief, the ruling emperor), and reorganizing the taxation and administration of the provinces. Yet further military campaigns were undertaken to consolidate natural boundaries and increase revenue, doubling the size of the provincial empire, and a fifth of the population of Italy was resettled in overseas ‘colonies’—new towns on the revised Roman model. Augustus ruled with increasing authority for forty-four years and by the time he died, although the question of the succession was not properly resolved (and was to remain a problem for ever after), the ‘Imperial system’ he had instituted endured for the next three centuries.

With Augustus, the city of Rome as we know it starts to take shape (Fig. C), in the same crafty blend of tradition and innovation that characterized his government. He first restored dozens of old temples throughout the city but at the same time set up his own HOUSE ON THE PALATINE in close association with a new TEMPLE and cult OF APOLLO, his particular god, promoted as the equal of Jupiter on the Capitoline. He gradually remodelled the old centre of political life, the Forum, into an Augustan version of its older self (p. 64), while building a completely new Forum on a different site (p. 177) to which he then transferred many of the ceremonies of state. On the Field of Mars (the low-lying plain in the bend of the Tiber north of the city centre), he and his trusted deputies did the traditional thing and built temples, porticoes, theatres, and an amphitheatre in the vicinity of the CIRCUS FLAMINIUS, hub of Republican military triumphs, but they also transformed its wider amenities into a luxury public resort, with a great lake, baths, gardens, a calendar-meridian; all under the watchful eye of Augustus’ gigantic dynastic tomb (p. 204).
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[image: image] Fig. C. The Imperial City

The lives of the general populace came in for the same dynamic reorganization; Rome by now was easily the largest city in the ancient world, its population having probably doubled in size since the C2 BC to around 500,000 or more (the actual figure is unknown; in 2 BC there were some 200,000 households receiving a monthly ration of grain). It was desperately overcrowded, dangerous, under constant threat of famine, floods, and fires. The old city within its C4 BC walls had been divided into four districts (regiones); Augustus in about 7 BC replaced those by fourteen new regions, eight covering the area inside the old walls, six outside using the main roads leading out of the city as boundaries (see diagram, Fig. D). Some of the gates of the old city wall came in for a facelift as a result (pp. 335, 348). Each region had its own magistrates (aediles and tribunes) elected annually, and was subdivided into many smaller units called vici (vicus = street or neighbourhood), each with their own four elected officials (vicomagistri) whose duty it was to look after the ‘compital’ shrine (see p. 335). The regional magistrates oversaw the enforcement of new building regulations, (for a while) the distribution of the public ration, and the organization of seven fire brigades (which also served as a sort of police force/night watch, see p. 407). The four old aqueducts were reconditioned and two new ones built (the Julia and the Virgo, p. 60); the bed of the Tiber was dredged, its banks cleared and demarcated with boundary stones to avoid further encroachments.
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[image: image] Fig. D. Augustus’ Fourteen Regions

Increasingly all public building in Rome, while requiring the Senate’s approval, was almost exclusively the prerogative of the emperor and, with his sanction, other members of the Imperial family. In art and architecture, no less than in the writing of history, poetry, and drama, there emerged an unmistakably Augustan ‘court’ style, and the emperor and his circle remained the principal arbiter of taste thereafter. Augustan architects and craftsmen became obsessed with the Classical Greek style, technical refinement and the formulation of Roman rules (it is no coincidence that the one Roman architectural treatise we have, by Vitruvius, was addressed to Augustus); the Corinthian column was singled out for special attention, canonized as the Roman ‘Imperial’ order, together with a repertory of ornamental motifs based on the spiny-leafed acanthus plant which characterized its capital. In the decoration of private houses the exuberant ‘Second Style’ of the Republican aristocracy went abruptly out of fashion, replaced by the relative delicacy and restraint of the ‘Third’ (p. 51). As their competitive political life declined, the town houses of the aristocracy became of less importance; a new phenomenon developed, the elegant suburban residence known as ‘Gardens’ (horti) (p. 58).
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Tiberius to Claudius (AD 14–54)

Augustus had done so much that his successors Tiberius, Caligula, and Claudius had a relatively easy time. They repaired the odd public building here and there, and undertook further work on the Tiber, Rome’s lifeline to the sea (under Tiberius a special magistracy was set up to supervise a permanent body of maintenance staff; Claudius created a new sea-port north of the river mouth, called Portus). In AD 21–3 Tiberius was persuaded to draw the Praetorians (Imperial guard), hitherto quartered in and outside the city, together in one large fort, the Castra Praetoria. Originally sited well beyond the city limits, the castra were later incorporated into the late C3 defences, forming the rectangular projection at the NE angle of the circuit, now bounded by the Viale del Policlinico. In AD 38–52 Caligula started and Claudius finished another two copious aqueducts (the Claudia and New Anio). Otherwise, they concentrated most of their attention on the Imperial palaces and other residences. However, a major problem was looming in the number of major fires which raged in the tightly packed residential quarters, with their narrow streets and high-rise timber blocks. The fires of AD 15, 27, 31, 36, 38, and 53/4 were bad enough to become matters of official record; there were presumably hundreds of lesser incidents.
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Nero and the Great Fire of AD 64

During the first ten years of his reign, which began when he was not quite 17, Nero lavished yet more money and resources on the Palatine palaces but also made at least two popular additions to the city—a large luxury market building somewhere on the Caelian hill, and a new set of public baths on the Field of Mars—and was greatly liked for his gifts of money, banquets, and games. All that changed, however, with the fire which started in the early hours of 19 June AD 64 in some shops beside the CIRCUS MAXIMUS. The flames swept through the circus itself and into the area of the Cattle Market, destroying the ancient altar of Hercules, then jumped up on to the Aventine (destroying an ancient temple of Luna) and to the Palatine (burning the Imperial palaces and the houses on the north slope, including that of the Vestal Virgins). It was stopped at the foot of the Esquiline by demolishing a wide area of housing (including a palace extension that Nero had just built), but intermittent fires kept going for several more days. Nero was blamed for not intervening soon enough (he was out of Rome in his villa at Anzio and only came back to town when it was clear the fire was going to be serious), for apparent indifference to the human suffering (he had gone into his palace theatre and sung to his lyre about the fire of ancient Troy, comparing the two calamities), and then, once it was clear what the aftermath was to bring, he was accused of starting the fire in the first place to further his own grand schemes. Gods and oracles were beseeched for an alternative explanation, but when nothing was forthcoming he found convenient scapegoats among the Christian sect, already suspect on other counts, ordering them to be burned alive in fit retribution for their crime.

The fire had lasted nine days, leaving three regions razed to the ground, another seven severely damaged; only four escaped unscathed. Disaster that it was, it gave an unprecedented opportunity to rebuild whole quarters of the city on completely different lines and Nero was quick to seize the moment. Streets were to be made wider, with large open squares; buildings were to be of limited height and use as little wood as possible and to be protected by outer walls of Alban or Gabine stone (hard peperino tufa); Imperial funds paid for porticoes along the façades of the new apartment blocks, so that firefighters could have swift access to upper floors; new checks were instituted to cut down on the amount of public water being diverted into private hands, so that more flowed in public places. There were those who complained that the new developments let in too much sun, the apartments boiled in the summer heat—the old high buildings and narrow streets had been cooler and shadier; but generally the city was going to be a safer and healthier place. Unfortunately Nero included himself in his desire to improve everyone’s lot and alienated many of the aristocracy by confiscating huge tracts of their property in the city centre to create his own GOLDEN HOUSE. Conspiracies followed and his rule deteriorated, ending with his suicide in June AD 68, which also ended the Julio-Claudian monopoly on the principate.

Architecture and interior decoration under Claudius and Nero began to throw off the somewhat stifling classicism favoured by Augustus and to experiment with other styles, materials, and techniques, especially after the great fire. Concrete walls were commonly faced in brick (considered more fire-resistant than soft tufa). Concrete vaulting became more adventurous. Window glass, cast in sheets, came into widespread use, transforming ideas of space and light. ‘Fourth Style’ wall painting (p. 51) made its appearance, but painting in general was losing status, replaced by more exotic and permanently coloured schemes in stuccowork, glass mosaic, and marbles.
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The Flavians (AD 69–96)

After three other contenders had briefly held the throne in quick succession, in AD 69 Titus Flavius Vespasianus restored stability for the next twenty years between his own reign and those of his sons Titus and Domitian. Of relatively modest birth, from Reate (Rieti) in the Sabine hills, Vespasian had made a very successful career in the army in the AD 40s (commanding a legion in the invasion of Britain in AD 43), was stand-in consul in AD 51, and governor of Africa in the early 60s. He acquired the status which brought him to Imperial power as the general sent by Nero to suppress the rebellion in the province of Judaea.

The Flavians inherited and continued Nero’s programme of urban renewal but dismantled most of the Golden House, not returning its confiscated lands to their original owners but converting them mainly to public use. Vespasian celebrated his victory in Judaea with three great monuments in the Republican manner: the TEMPLE OF PEACE, the amphitheatre (COLOSSEUM), and a rebuilding of the temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline. The Capitoline temple had almost immediately to be rebuilt again, after a major fire in AD 80 which also struck the Field of Mars (one of the areas least affected in AD 64) and destroyed pretty well all its central Augustan monuments. In the rebuilding, Domitian added a STADIUM, odeum, and a porticus in honour of his father and brother—and went on to yet grander projects, almost completing one new forum (p. 174) and at least beginning the site for another (p. 180), as well as a huge reconstruction and expansion of the palaces on the Palatine (p. 127). The blatant autocracy that coloured his later rule led to plots against him, and eventually his murder by members of his own entourage, his wife Domitia possibly among them.

By the AD 90s Imperial ownership and operation of many major quarries was providing ever greater supplies of fine-quality marbles and other stones; concrete architecture became increasingly ambitious in scale and decoration.
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The High Empire: Trajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines (AD 96–180)

The ninety-odd years from the death of Domitian to the accession of Commodus were an age which even before it had ended Romans were calling ‘Golden’. By chance none of the emperors involved had sons living at the time they had to hand over power, with the result that their successors were chosen on ability and experience. Nerva, who was chosen to succeed Domitian, was elderly and childless; in AD 97 he adopted as his co-emperor Trajan, born at Italica in Spain c. AD 53 and a long-serving officer in the army, who had already been consul in 91. Trajan ruled in exemplary fashion (even to the Senate’s satisfaction) for almost twenty years, largely by launching the Roman army on further wars of conquest, taking the Empire to its widest extent. He personally commanded the conquest of Dacia beyond the Danube (annexed as a new province in 109) which brought military glory and huge amounts of new wealth, both to himself and the city of Rome, manifest in the number of surviving monuments. He completed the projects left unfinished by Domitian, built a huge FORUM and BASILICA, endowed the residents of the Esquiline hill with the largest PUBLIC BATHS yet seen in the city, and led in Rome’s tenth aqueduct, the Traiana, to serve the Transtiber. The TIBERSIDE DOCKS at the emporium were rebuilt to a new design (p. 405) as was the harbour at the Tiber mouth (Portus).

[image: image] CIRCUS MAXIMUS (AD 103)

[image: image] Imperial BATHS and CISTERN on the Esquiline (AD 104–9)

[image: image] FORUM OF TRAJAN (AD 112)

[image: image] BASILICA ULPIA (AD 112)

[image: image] COLUMN OF TRAJAN (AD 113)

[image: image] ‘TRAJAN’S MARKETS’ (AD 106–11)

[image: image] Rebuilding of the TEMPLE OF VENUS GENETRIX in the FORUM OF CAESAR (AD 106–13)

[image: image] Rebuilding of the HOUSE OF THE VESTALS (c. AD 113)

Trajan died suddenly in late AD 117 while returning from campaigns against the Parthian empire in the Middle East. One of his younger commanders, Hadrian (born AD 76 a distant relative and his ward as a child, married since AD 100 to his grand-niece Sabina) stepped swiftly into the breach, despite some doubts that Trajan had actually intended him to be his successor. Hadrian’s rule also lasted for twenty years and made a major impact both on the Empire and the city of Rome. On the Imperial front, he retracted some of Trajan’s expansions and took the first steps to fix the frontiers (Hadrian’s Wall in northern Britain being one), with the army deployed in permanent positions, recruiting locally. He travelled widely, especially around the Greek cities in the East (for whose language and culture he professed a particular affinity), and introduced numerous measures to raise provincial morale and encourage disaffected local aristocracies to aspire to high positions in the Imperial system.

In Rome there is hardly any part of the city which has not produced evidence of new building during Hadrian’s reign. Growing prosperity permitted the urban architectural models which had emerged from the fire of AD 64 to be pursued to the full, and the public projects Hadrian sponsored in person were many: raising the ground level and rebuilding in the central Field of Mars; an extension of Trajan’s Forum with a great temple in honour of the now deified Trajan, the equivalent of a new forum on the Velia (TEMPLE OF ROMA AND VENUS), the rebuilding of the adjacent Baths of Titus. He also built a great MAUSOLEUM to rival that of Augustus (with whom he confidently identified himself) and carried out improvements and extensions to the Imperial palaces and other residences around the city, though he lavished most of his efforts in that regard on a great villa outside Rome, near Tivoli. Many other wealthy senatorial families followed suit. A skilled amateur architect himself, the architecture of Hadrian’s age is full of new departures in forms and materials (including new varieties of coloured stones from Greece, Asia Minor, and Spain). Life-size and larger figurative statuary in huge variety came into vogue, much of the architecture designed specifically to display it to decorative and programmatic effect.
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In AD 138 Hadrian died, having adopted as his successor the 52-year-old Antoninus Pius, born T. Aurelius Arrius Antoninus, at Lanuvium (SW of Rome), who was to rule for another twenty-three years, his reign a byword for peace, prosperity, and tranquility, in fact one of the dullest figures in Roman political history. He hardly moved out of Italy, a man devoted to his family, a careful manager of Imperial wealth and resources, conservative in person and taste. He built practically nothing public in Rome except a temple for Hadrian, and another for his wife Faustina, who died and was deified in AD 140, dedicated in their joint names on his own death in 161. It was an age of domestic, cultured luxury for the aristocracy: the elegant and extensive ‘Gardens’ on the hilltops became ever more elegant and the suburban villas of the Imperial family and their peers, set in a ring around the city, came to resemble small towns.
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Marcus Aurelius, aged 40, had already been adopted by Antoninus Pius as his successor on Hadrian’s instructions in AD 138 and the transfer of power in AD 161 went without incident. However, Marcus’ reign was anything but tranquil, troubled by continuous emergencies on the northern and eastern frontiers of the Empire which took him on campaign, accompanied by his wife Faustina, for years on end. Despite his absences he evidently felt no need to exert his authority in Rome by great buildings. He erected a monumental column in association with an altar on the Field of Mars, to mark the deification of Antoninus Pius, and in due course one or more triumphal arches celebrated military victories in the frontier struggles.

[image: image] BASE of column of Antoninus Pius (Vatican Museums)

[image: image] PANEL RELIEFS from one or more triumphal arches (Palazzo dei Conservatori and Arch of Constantine)

[image: image] BRONZE EQUESTRIAN STATUE (Piazza del Campidoglio/Palazzo dei Conservatori)

Rome’s run of luck ended when Marcus Aurelius handed over to his real son Commodus in AD 180. Born in the year of his father’s accession, Commodus was only 18 when he succeeded and his grasp on power was shaky from the beginning, not helped by a series of unscrupulous advisers, growing increasingly unstable as he also became mentally unbalanced, wanting to fight as a gladiator, to be worshipped as a form of Hercules, and associating himself with eastern sun-gods, the equal of Jupiter. He was hopeless at finance, given to extravagant largesse, constantly ordering confiscations and proscriptions to get the money he needed. After several assassination attempts he was eventually strangled in 192. As far as Rome is concerned, most of his benefactions took the ephemeral form of games and other gifts, or crises, but he was presumably responsible for the great column in honour of his parents which still stands on the Field of Mars, together with a large temple for them, located somewhere in the Vicinity (p. 219). Written sources record his name also in connection with a set of thermae (large public baths) erected in AD 183. In the last year of his reign a major fire destroyed Vespasian’s TEMPLE OF PEACE, the nearby ‘Pepper Halls’ (horrea Piperataria), the TEMPLE OF VESTA, and parts of the Palatine.
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The Severans (AD 193–238)

The year after Commodus’ death was like that after Nero’s; five army generals made bids for power with the support of their troops, the victor being Septimius Severus, governor of Pannonia (Bosnia) at the time, who marched on Rome with sixteen legions backing him, was accepted by the Senate, and then set about eliminating his rivals, a process that went on until AD 197. Born in AD 145 of a wealthy family of Lepcis Magna in Tripolitania (western Libya), Severus had acquired senatorial rank under Marcus Aurelius and been consul in 190. His wife Julia Domna came from Emesa (Homs) in Syria, daughter of a family of hereditary priests of the local sun-god Elagabalus. They had two young sons Caracalla and Geta. In 195, in one of various efforts to validate his constitutional position, Severus declared himself the adopted son of Marcus Aurelius and brother of Commodus, and renamed his son Caracalla Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, giving him the title of Caesar (junior emperor, heir designate). Julia Domna was hailed as ‘Mother of the Camps’. In 198, at the age of 10, Caracalla was made co-emperor, his younger brother became Caesar. The years 197–202 were spent first campaigning against the Parthians in the East and then on prolonged visits to Egypt and Syria, and Tripolitania.

Reluctantly recognizing the need to establish themselves in Rome, the family stayed in Italy during 203–8, having set in train an almost manic programme of repairs and new building. In 204 Severus and Caracalla presided over Secular games (p. 204) and the term Urbs Sacra or Holy City came into currency. The damage of the fire of AD 191 was reversed: the Temple of Peace and the Temple of Vesta rebuilt, the Palatine palaces restored together with the addition of some huge extensions and the Septizodium, a sort of dynastic billboard (p. 158). A massive new temple, possibly dedicated jointly to Hercules and Bacchus, patron gods of Caracalla and Geta, was installed on the flank of the Quirinal hill, approached by an enormous flight of steps (the foundations are preserved in terracing of the gardens of the Palazzo Colonna and the Pontifical University). New stations (excubitoria) were constructed for the city’s expanded fire brigades (p. 407); additional barracks were built for an enlarged Imperial cavalry guard (p. 373), taking the number of soldiers stationed in the city to over 80,000. Some of their restorations, such as those to Hadrian’s PANTHEON (p. 226) and the TEMPLE OF VESPASIAN AND TITUS (p. 82), may have been conducted more in spirit than kind.

In AD 208, supposedly to stop Caracalla and Geta constantly quarrelling, Severus took the family on campaign in Britain, where there was some trouble with the Caledonians, and settled in Eburacum (York). There he died in 211, leaving Caracalla and Geta joint emperors. Back in Rome, Caracalla had Geta killed, instigated a purge of all his other perceived enemies, extended the citizenship to all freeborn inhabitants of the Empire (so as to raise new taxes), gave orders for a new set of Baths to be built, and then set out on a series of frontier wars, becoming increasingly paranoid and dangerous, with a fixation that he was Alexander the Great. Opellius Macrinus, praefect of his Imperial guard finally murdered him at Carrhae (in Mesopotamia) in 217 and took control, only to be challenged and deposed by Caracalla’s Syrian relatives, who proclaimed the youth Varius Avitus Bassianus, subsequently known as Elagabalus, to be Caracalla’s son and successfully persuaded the army to back him instead. Bassianus came to Rome in 219 and, holding the family priesthood of the sun-god Elagabalus, declared that he and the god were one and the same, building himself a temple on the Palatine and laying out a new palace, later called the ‘Sessorium’, with its own circus and amphitheatre, on older Imperial property in the south-east sector of the city (S. Croce in Gerusalemme). He further scandalized Roman opinion by marrying a Vestal Virgin and lasted only three years, assassinated by his family and replaced by his cousin, who was renamed Marcus Aurelius Alexander for the occasion, subsequently adding the further name Severus. Alexander Severus, aged 13, was essentially the instrument of his mother Julia Mamaea (niece of Septimius Severus’ wife Julia Domna), who managed to instil a degree of popular support, setting up an advisory council of sixteen elderly senators, and undertaking various public works. The BATHS started by Caracalla were completed and those of Nero on the Field of Mars were reconstructed and enlarged, fed by a new aqueduct, both taking Alexander’s name. The adjacent Stadium was renovated at the same time, standing in for the Colosseum, which was also undergoing major repairs after a fire in AD 217. In 234, however, major problems on the German frontier took Alexander and his mother to Mainz, where they were murdered in an army mutiny in 235.
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The Later Third Century

With the death of Alexander Severus and Julia Mamaea all hell broke loose; the next fifty years saw at least eighteen emperors and hordes of usurpers try their chances; peoples on the fringes of the Empire seized the opportunity to invade (the Sasanids of Persia moved against the eastern frontiers, the Goths against Asia Minor and the Balkans); the period was one of constant warfare in one part of the world or another. Some emperors were homegrown, from the senatorial aristocracy of Rome, such as the Licinii, Valerian and Gallienus, who held sway over the central Empire from AD 253 to 267 (tolerating usurper kingdoms in Gaul and the East); many more were career army officers from the northern provinces (especially the Balkans). Few succeeded in holding power for more than a couple of years and it became an accepted fact that separate parts of the Empire might be ruled by different emperors, in collaboration, not conflict with one another. Out of this emerged the solution known rather inaccurately as the Tetrarchy (rule of four), whereby the Empire was formally divided into two halves, with one emperor in each. The deviser of the scheme was Diocletian, from Dalmatia (Croatia), who achieved outright power in AD 285 and installed his comrade Maximian as emperor in Italy and the West, while he took responsibility for the East. In 293 they each adopted a junior emperor (Caesar) to be their designated successor, Constantius in the West, Galerius in the East.

In Rome, the local magistrates had continued to perform their curatorial duties throughout the period and for all their other preoccupations some emperors did their duty by the city. In AD 249–51 the emperor Decius, in origin a senator from Pannonia who took the name Trajan in emulation of his famous predecessor, endowed the Aventine hill with a set of public baths and may also have carried out restorations to the Colosseum. The locally born emperors Valerian and Gallienus (AD 253–67) were not so conscientious; they took the opportunity principally to improve their own family ‘Gardens’ on the outer Esquiline, in association with which the ESQUILINE GATE was reinscribed in their honour. Most impressive of all was the huge new circuit of CITY WALLS which Aurelian, emperor in AD 270–5, ordered to be erected to protect the city in the event of barbarian invasions of Italy (it was expected that the German tribes who had been harassing Gaul and northern Italy would keep on trying). Aurelian, who came from the Danube region, lived for a while in the Gardens of Sallust, favourite retreat of Vespasian and other earlier emperors, which occupied both sides of the valley between the Pincian and Quirinal hill, building a mile-long porticus in which he would exercise on horseback. In 273, somewhere in region VII (at the foot of the valley, beside the Field of Mars), he also built a magnificent temple to the oriental sun-god Sol, celebrating a triumph in the old Republican fashion, for victories he had won in the East.

Diocletian visited Rome only once, in 303, to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of his accession, but kept a watchful eye from afar through Maximian. Parts of the Roman Forum and the Forum of Caesar that had been badly damaged by fire in AD 283 were rebuilt, remodelling the space in monumental style; a great set of Imperial BATHS was constructed on the Viminal hill. Aurelian’s walls had enclosed an area of 1,370 hectares, by no means the whole city, whose population, including the suburbs, could have reached well over a million (1,280,000 is one estimate, not counting slaves).
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Maxentius, Constantine, and the Fourth Century

Diocletian’s system was short-lived. In AD 305 he abdicated and forced Maximian to do the same, handing power over to the junior emperors Constantius and Galerius, who in their turn chose two new juniors; this was the plan, but things did not work out. The Western emperor Constantius died in 306 and his junior, Severus, was challenged by Maximian’s son Maxentius, who seized control of Rome and, recalling Maximian from retirement to help him, was able to force Severus first to abdicate, then to his death. In 308 Maximian and Maxentius then quarrelled and Maximian took refuge with Constantius’ son Constantine, who in the meantime had been manœuvring to become emperor of the West himself. Constantine’s opportunity came in 312, after Galerius had died and the two alternative emperors that he had officially recognized, Licinius in the West and Maximinus in the East, were at logger-heads. Maximinus supported Maxentius, so Constantine invaded Italy on Licinius’ behalf, routed Maxentius’ northern army at Turin and Verona, and marched on Rome, defeating vastly superior forces and killing Maxentius, to be hailed as emperor by the Senate.

For six years Rome had been the focus of Maxentius’ Imperial ambitions, which he had expressed in the traditional way, investing huge energy and resources in public and dynastic projects. He concentrated on the area near the entrance to the Palatine Palace: a rebuilding of Hadrian’s Temple of Roma and Venus (damaged by fire in AD 307); a new basilica and an elegant vestibule connected with a hall in the Temple of Peace; new baths in the Imperial palace itself. He also started a mausoleum and a circus outside the city on the Via Appia. All except the last were taken up and finished off by Constantine, who in addition ordered a set of Imperial baths on the Quirinal; his mother Helena, who settled in Rome together with other members of Constantine’s family, paid for the rebuilding of public baths in the vicinity of the Sessorian Palace, which was her favoured residence.
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Constantine and Licinius (who saw Maximinus off the scene in 313) divided the Empire uneasily between them for ten years, with Constantine in the West (basing himself in Milan rather than Rome) and Licinius in the East, until Constantine took the offensive in 324, forced Licinius to flight and suicide, and executed his heirs, becoming sole emperor, henceforth the ‘Great’. Licinius’ headquarters, the ancient city of Byzantium on the Bosphoros, was taken over and in 330 with much ceremony refounded as Constantinople and proclaimed as the ‘New Rome’. Though always declared subordinate to the old one in status, the move was symptomatic of a radical change taking place in Imperial thinking, a search for new solutions.

In his early drive to obtain power Constantine had already become well aware of the difficulty of achieving any sort of unity within the Empire unless the followers of Christianity were made part of it. The monotheistic Christian sect had made considerable advances in the course of the troubles of the C3, notably at Rome, where the huge dependent population offered a lot of scope for charitable works, previously the prerogative of emperors. We hear in the mid-C3 AD of 1,500 widows and orphans being looked after by seven diaconia (welfare centres run by Christian clergy). Growing numbers of the Roman aristocracy converted to Christianity and began to make political mileage out of benefactions in the name of the Church, while refusing to participate in the rites of polytheistic religion which traditionally underpinned the State.

Diocletian and Galerius had attempted to eradicate the conflict by drastic persecutions, but in a world already drained by internal violence that was clearly not a very sensible policy. Since Christianity was by definition exclusive of all other beliefs, owing allegiance to Christ before the emperor, the alternative was for the Empire and its emperor to become Christian. In 312 Constantine declared that his victory over Maxentius had been due to the Christian god and announced that persecutions were to end, Christian property was to be restored, and clergy given privileges. Christianity became a state religion. He made numerous benefactions, endowing a great basilica, baptistery, and residence for the bishop of Rome (the pope) at the Lateran (p. 391), and helping to build several enormous funerary basilicas associated with martyrs’ graves in the Christian cemeteries on the outskirts of the city: St Peter’s at the Vatican, St Sebastian on the Via Appia (p. 417), St Lawrence on the Via Tiburtina. Other members of his family followed suit: his mother Helena built a church for a relic of the cross on which Christ had been crucified within the grounds of the Sessorian Palace; she also built a funerary basilica and a mausoleum on the Via Labicana. Constantine’s daughter Constantina did the same somewhat later, erecting her MAUSOLEUM AND CIRCUS-BASILICA on the Via Nomentana (p. 439).

A large proportion of the Roman senatorial aristocracy, however, remained unpersuaded of the attractions of Christianity, resentful of the favours being granted to Christians at court, and deeply resistant to any idea of change. Constantine’s desire to make a fresh start elsewhere is understandable. His definition of being Roman, like most of those born in the provinces, no longer saw Rome as one city with an empire. It represented an ideal of universal government, a model for life itself, everywhere within the emperor’s domain was equally part of Rome; wherever the emperor went, Rome went with him. Old Rome was cherished and revered, pandered to and indulged, but Imperial priorities were now set by circumstances over which the Senate of Rome had no control.

Constantine died in 337, succeeded by three sons: Constantius II in the East, Constantine II in Gaul, Britain, and Spain, and Constans in Italy, Africa, and Illyrium. Constans eliminated Constantine II in 340 but was deposed by a usurper Magnentius in 350. Constantius suppressed Magnentius, and in due course (355) nominated a cousin, Julian, as Western Caesar, who won over his local army and was proclaimed Augustus (senior emperor) in 361; Constantius died soon after and Julian’s rule was confirmed. A highly educated man and gifted philosopher, although brought up in Christian circles he was concerned that traditional Greek and Roman culture should not suffer; he openly advocated the restoration of equal opportunities for non-Christians, positively discriminating in their favour, reinstating priesthoods and ancestral cults, even planning to rebuild the Jewish Temple at Jerusalem. At Rome, his wishes are manifest in the rebuilding of the TEMPLE OF SATURN and perhaps the colonnaded enclosure at S. MARIA IN COSMEDIN. Julian died too soon for his measures to take any real effect and although his successors Valentinian (364–75) and Valens (364–78) were similarly tolerant of most non-Christian beliefs, attitudes hardened under Valentinian’s son Gratian (375–83), to become downright intolerant with the appointment of Theodosius, from Cauca (Coca) in Spain, who ruled as Gratian’s co-emperor in the East from 379, with his own narrow definition of Christianity very much in evidence. From one state religion among several, it became the only state religion. In 382 the Senate in Rome was instructed to abolish the altar of Victory (p. 71) which had presided over its meetings for more than 400 years and although temples were not officially closed down, they were not protected in the event that fanatical Christians wished to destroy them; in 390 sacrifices and other public and private ceremonies of non-Christian cults were prohibited, and in 394, the Vestal Virgins—an institution as old as Rome itself—were ordered to disband. Theodosius subsequently took control in the West too, from 387 until his death in 395, when he handed over power to two feeble sons, 17-year-old Arcadius in the East, 10-year-old Honorius in the West.

Rome in the C4 AD must have been an amazing place to live. Its local aristocracy, Christian and non-Christian alike, were still immensely wealthy, with estates all over the Mediterranean. They sent their sons to be educated in the best philosophical and rhetorical schools in Africa and the East; they dreamed of founding a major university in Rome. Although few emperors after Constantine ever did anything more than make brief visits, the city continued to enjoy many of its privileges, its Senate and popular magistracies, its free distributions of food, its games and festivals. Praefect of the city of Rome, an office which had been instituted by Augustus, grew in significance. In effect the post was that of deputy emperor, who presided over the Senate, had his own court of justice, and was responsible for keeping order and overseeing the magistrates in charge of public works and water and food supply. From the mid-C3 AD free bread was joined by free olive oil and pork. Under Diocletian strenuous efforts were made empire-wide to encourage the landed aristocracy, who had generally taken up a peripatetic life among their country villas, to return to living in cities, Rome included. Blocks of apartments (insulae) and warehousing (horrea) in desirable locations were converted into large town houses (domus), lavishly decorated with marble and fountains. Domus of the ultra-rich also invaded public spaces, taking over streets and squares to nestle in amongst the temples and monuments; one was allowed to appropriate the old counting-house (diribitorium).

Architectural monuments were matters of great and justified pride, the ultimate expression of a once universal political power which it was always hoped, by many more than the citizens of Rome, might yet be restored. When Constantine’s son Constantius II, emperor of the East, visited the city for his first and only time in 357, the event was chronicled by an eye-witness. He headed straight for the Forum and the speakers’ platform, where he greeted the populace in the midst of a forest of columns bearing statues of his family. He then set off on a tour of the rest of the city: up to the Temple of Jupiter ‘beside which everything else is like earth compared to heaven’, to the great public baths ‘as big as provinces’ (two of them built by his father and grandfather), the Colosseum ‘that massive pile of travertine that is the amphitheatre’, the Pantheon ‘like a self-contained district under its high and lovely dome’, the Temple of Roma and Venus, the Forum of Peace, the Theatre of Pompey, the Odeum, the Stadium, and best of all, the Forum of Trajan, ‘the most singular structure in the whole world’. Amongst its other marvels were the ‘House of Romulus’, a hut of wood and straw, to be seen on the Palatine (p. 132), and a shipshed on the Field of Mars housing an ancient wooden ship in which Rome’s other founding hero, Aeneas, was believed to have sailed over from Troy.

And for a long time, although neither Constantius nor any of his successors contemplated moving the capital back there, the Imperial administration made regular attempts to preserve state monuments. In 364 the emperor Valentinian instructed Symmachus, the City Praefect, that within the city of Roma aeterna—Eternal Rome—no magistrate was to be allowed to waste resources on building anything new... the city was more than adequately provided with everything it could possibly need... but anything that fell into disrepair was to be restored. In 376 the orders were repeated, with the rider that if people did want to build something new, they were to provide their own materials, not to do it by despoiling temples or other ruinous public monuments.
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Rome and the Goths (C5–C6 AD)

In AD 376, displaced by the Huns from Mongolia who were piling into south-east and central Europe, groups of Goths from the northern Black Sea region crossed the Danube and started to make themselves at home in the Roman Empire, by a mixture of force and negotiation. In 378 as much to their own surprise as that of the Romans, they defeated the Roman army in pitched battle not far from Constantinople, killing the emperor Valens. In 382 Theodosius signed a treaty with them, reckoning that they would be a lesser evil than the Huns hovering behind them. The Roman army had long been full of Goths—and many other types of barbarian auxiliaries—recruited beyond the Imperial frontiers, but it was the first time that barbarian peoples were allowed to settle within the Imperial boundaries, ruled by their own chieftains, and it was not long before further concessions were expected. Federated under one particularly charismatic leader Alaric (c. 395–411), the Goths moved down into Greece, where Honorius’ regent, the tough general Stilicho (p. 87) crossed over from Italy to stop them in 395 and 397 but was forced to withdraw. In 401–2, as Alaric set seige to Milan, Honorius created a new northern Italian stronghold at Ravenna (on the Po delta) and also set about doubling the height of Rome’s defensive walls. Stilicho drove Alaric out but another lot of Goths, with hordes of German tribesmen, came back in 405 and although they too were repulsed, they joined forces with Alaric to become the Visigoths (the West Goths) who returned in 408 (following the dismissal and execution of Stilicho) to try to do a deal with Honorius. When Honorius refused, Alaric blockaded Rome, where the Senate bought him off with 5,000 pounds of gold, 30,000 of silver, and 3,000 of pepper (!) and a promise to intercede with the emperor. In the event Honorius still refused, so Alaric avenged himself and his army by sacking the city in 410 (to the shock of Romans everywhere) and then went on to occupy Sicily, but died the year after. In 418 the Visigoth threat was solved by settling the majority in Aquitaine, where the wealthy Gallic aristocracy apparently welcomed them.

The next crisis did not emerge until 455, when Valentinian III (who had succeeded Honorius at the age of 4 in 423 and whose reign was mostly managed by his mother Galla Placidia until her death in 450) was assassinated. His replacement, Petronius Maximus, of an old Roman senatorial family, was a disaster, opening the door to the Vandals (another barbarian group displaced by the Huns who had crossed the Rhine in 406 and moved across Gaul to Spain and thence to North Africa, taking Carthage in 439). Their king Gaiseric moved into Sardinia and then sacked Rome, killing Maximus and subsequently marrying his son to a daughter of Valentinian III. The situation was taken in hand by a trusted military commander at Rome, Ricimer, a German, who in the course of 456–72 saw off first Eparchius Avitus (a candidate sponsored by the Gallic nobility and their local Visigoths), then a fellow army officer called Majorian, and finally Anthemius, an appointee sent by the Eastern emperor Leo. In 472 a senator called Olybrius was proclaimed emperor with the support of the Vandal Gaiseric and Ricimer, but both the new emperor and Ricimer died within a year. The nomination passed to Julius Nepos, a Dalmatian general, who marched on Rome, where he was acclaimed in 474 but soon ousted by Orestes, one of his subordinate officers, who placed his own child Romulus Augustulus (‘little Augustus’) on the throne. Named for Rome’s first king, Romulus was destined to be Rome’s last emperor. The army (mostly composed of Germans) mutinied, demanding land, and when their claims were denied, they elected Odoacer, a fellow German officer, as their king. Odoacer exiled Orestes and Romulus to the Bay of Naples and set about ruling Rome and Italy with fair success; the Roman Senate accepted him and though he was never officially recognized by the Eastern emperor he was tolerated for many years, until the emperor Zeno sent Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, against him in 489. Theodoric had been a hostage in Constantinople as a child, educated as a Roman, serving as consul in 484. He overthrew Odoacer’s government as instructed, but then ruled in his place, again not recognized but tolerated de facto by the East, for thirty years from 495 to 526.

For much of the C5, somewhat incredibly, civic life in Rome went on almost as normal. The population had surely begun to diminish, but was still substantial (we have no real figures) and there was an immense amount of new building, not by the emperors but by the local aristocracy and the papacy: palatial town houses, large churches, and other ecclesiastical structures (monasteries, oratories, hostels) including some extraordinary projects such as that of S. STEFANO ROTONDO. Many older public buildings, especially the baths, were still in common use, and were dutifully repaired in the event of damage or decay. The City Praefect of 443 renovated the Baths of Constantine, by then over a century old; the 400-year-old amphitheatre (Colosseum) was repaired in c. 450 and again in 484 and 508. By 458 the realities of the situation were beginning to tell; private individuals were still not allowed to lay hands on public buildings and temples, but the latter could be recycled by the city authorities if they had fallen into such a state as to be impossible to repair. A policy of selective salvage came into play. In 500 Theodoric addressed the people of Rome from the speakers’ platform in the Forum, pledging that he would uphold the Roman civil administration. Bricks with his name stamped on them attest to building work (not only repairs) in the Forum and the New Basilica, the Palatine Palace, Baths of Caracalla and of Constantine, the Tiber wharves and bridges, and the Castra Praetoria. He also made considerable improvements to the Aurelianic Walls.
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The Ostrogoths got on well with the local aristocracy and were evidently keen to maintain the image of old Rome, but unfortunately the Byzantine emperors of the East could not leave well alone. In 526 Theodoric handed over to a 10-year-old grandson Athalaric, but really to the boy’s mother Amalasuntha. When Athalaric died in 534, supposedly of drink, Amalasuntha married a second husband Theodahad as his successor, who promptly deposed and killed her. This gave the Eastern emperor Justinian (527–65), spoiling for the reconquest of Italy, the excuse he was looking for. His general Belisarius entered Rome unopposed in 536. The Ostrogoths (operating from Ravenna) dropped Theodahad and substituted Vitigis, who attempted to besiege Belisarius in Rome in 537 but the Byzantine held out until reinforcements arrived and when Vitigis withdrew, moved his army up to Milan, whose people threw out the Gothic garrison and happily surrended. Vitigis counter-attacked, lost, and agreed that the Goths would retrench north of the Po river. Belisarius then took him captive and occupied Ravenna but was recalled in 540 to Constantinople. The Ostrogoths came back on the offensive, electing a new king Ildebad, then one called Eraric, and eventually found a great leader in Totila, who waged war for the next ten years, recapturing Rome in 546, invading Sicily in 550. At that point Justinian sent a new army, under the eunuch Narses, and the tide turned; Totila was defeated and killed in 552 and so was his successor Teias. Narses went on to retake the whole of Italy south of the Alps, ruling it from Rome until his death in 573. By then the Lombards (Germanic peoples who had settled in Pannonia but were now being driven out of there by the Avars) were migrating in force to northern Italy, carving out a kingdom and several duchies. Italy was fragmenting, devolving into separate enclaves, Rome among them. Nominally the city came under the jurisdiction of the Byzantine exarchy at Ravenna, attested by 584, but in practice the popes took over more and more of the secular administration and authority, finding suitably powerful leaders in Pelagius and Gregory the Great. The Roman Senate is last mentioned in 580; Rome was on the way to becoming a papal state—and the next 1,400 years of its history are another story.


Documentary Sources

In addition to the evidence on the ground a vast amount of supplementary information concerning the archaeology of Rome is available in various forms.

I. Antiquarian and Architectural Drawings and Maps. Many buildings that have since completely disappeared were drawn by artists and architects in the C16 and C17 with considerable care, and even those still with us frequently benefit from the extra information provided by such older records. Several are included in this guide, notably two examples (Figs. 59, 80) of the work of Etienne Du Pérac (c. 1525–1604), a French antiquary, painter, and architect combined, who came to Rome in the 1550s and stayed thirty years in the city making many drawings of its ancient monuments in their actual state. His book of thirty-nine engravings Vestigi dell’antichità di Roma (Remains of the Antiquity of Rome) was published in 1575, with eight subsequent editions, and is a continuing source of delight and otherwise unobtainable information. He also made a map of the whole city, both in its actual state and as it had been in antiquity, in this much influenced by the work of his older contemporary, the Neapolitan architect and antiquary Pirro Ligorio (c. 1513–83) (see Fig. 145). Other architects whose notebooks and measured drawings are particularly valuable are those made by members of the Da Sangallo family (Giovanni, Antonio) in the late C15 (see Fig. 6) and Andrea Palladio (1508–80), who was especially interested in bath buildings and is our main authority for the plans of the Baths of Agrippa, Titus, and Trajan (Fig. 142).

II. Marble Plan. Map incised on the wall of a hall in the Temple of Peace c. AD 203–11, at a scale of 1:240 (see p. 173). Many of the buildings have their names incised as well, making it an exceptional document. Unfortunately only about 10 per cent survives, in about 1,000 fragments, a huge jigsaw puzzle of which less than 160 pieces have actually been put in place.

Fragments of several other ancient stone maps and plans of buildings have been found.

III. Coins. A peculiarity of the coinage of ancient Rome, first appearing in the early C1 BC but becoming very common under the emperors, are the reverses with minute representations announcing or commemorating new buildings in the city, a clear indication of the status such public works enjoyed. The images are often highly schematic but can generally be relied on to give the basic character of the structure, and are sometimes remarkably accurate.

IV. Reliefs. In addition to examples such as that from the tomb of the Haterii (p. 154, Fig. 58), detailed representations of buildings, presumably meant to be recognizable, appear in the background of scenes showing the emperor riding in triumph through the city, sacrificing at temples, or engaged in other public duties (e.g. p. 271, Fig. 113). Like the coins, they have to be used with caution.

V. Inscriptions. The Roman ‘epigraphic habit’ is not only an immense help in having left a variety of labels on or in association with the surviving buildings but also provides a great deal of information about others. Over 50,000 inscriptions found over the ages in and around the city, cut in stone or bronze, include dedications and other references to many other buildings.

VI. Regionary Catalogues: two editions, one called the Notitia (catalogue) dating from about AD 350, the other the Curiosum (inventory) of AD 375, of a description of Rome according to the fourteen city-wards (regiones) drawn up in the reign of Constantine (AD 312–37). For each region major buildings and other landmarks are first listed separately, followed by a count of the total numbers of different types of buildings (apartment blocks, houses, baths, warehouses, etc.). At the end a summary gives the overall totals for the whole city.

VII. Other classical texts. Hardly any ancient Latin writer does not make some reference relevant to the archaeology of Rome; numerous Greek authors did so too. The main ones are, in order of the time they were writing:

Plautus (c. 250–184 BC), comic playwright from Umbria. Twenty of an alleged 130 plays survive, with varied plots often involving references peculiar to contemporary Rome.

Ennius (239–169 BC), poet, from south Italy. His epic Annals in eighteen books chronicled Roman history down to his own day. Only 600 lines extant.

Polybius (c. 200–after 118 BC), Greek historian of Rome’s rise to world power in the period 220–146 BC. In forty books, only five and parts of others extant.

Varro (116–27 BC), from Rieti, polymath author of 600 books. Those surviving are ‘on farming’, part of ‘on the Latin language’, and fragments of ‘Menippean satires’, critical sketches on Roman life.

Cicero (106–43 BC), Roman orator and statesman, contemporary and enemy of Julius Caesar, whose extant works include numerous political speeches, philosophical works, and letters to family and friends.

Sallust (86–35 BC), Roman historian from Amiternum, who wrote vivid accounts of the Cataline conspiracy (62 BC) and Jugurthine War (118–104 BC) and a history of the years 78–67 BC (fragments).

Vitruvius (c. 80–c.18 BC), Roman engineer and architect who served in the army of Julius Caesar and Augustus in c. 50–26 BC and wrote a treatise On Architecture in ten books, which all survive.

Catullus (c. 84–c.54 BC), Roman poet from Verona; 116 poems on very varied subjects survive including episodes from daily life and lampoons on contemporary politics.

Vergil (70–19 BC), Roman poet born near Mantua, author of the pastoral Eclogues, the Georgics (‘husbandry’), and the Aeneid, which celebrates the origins and growth of Rome through the adventures of Aeneas, the Trojan hero.

Horace (65–8 BC), Roman poet from Venosa in south Italy, patronized by Maecenas; his Odes, Epistles, Ars Poetica, and Satires have all survived, the Satires containing many references to the Rome of the 30s BC.

Diodorus Siculus (fl. c. 60–30 BC), Greek historian from Sicily, author of Bibliothecae Historica, a world history focused on Rome in forty books (fifteen survive in full, the rest in fragments) compiled from many sources.

Livy (59 BC–AD 17), Roman historian, from Padua, who wrote a history of Rome from its legendary foundation down to 9 BC, in 142 books, thirty-five fully extant; all but two of the rest are known in epitomes and short abstracts. Our most important source for building activities in the city during the Republic, but missing the years 167 and 68 BC.

Propertius (c. 50–d. before 2 BC), Roman poet of aristocratic birth from Assisi, published four books of elegies some of which refer to events in Rome during the 20s BC and in 16 BC.

Ovid (43 BC–AD 17), Roman poet from Sulmona, educated at Rome, and a leading figure in Augustan literary circles. Of his numerous surviving works, the Fasti are the most relevant to Rome, being a poetical calendar of the Roman religious year with its archaic legends and festivals.

Strabo (64 BC–after AD 24), Greek geographer from Pontus (Asia Minor), who visited Rome in 44 BC and several times afterwards, completing his Geography in seventeen books, covering most countries of the Roman world, in about 7 BC.

Dionysius of Halicarnassus (d. 7 BC), Greek who lived in Rome from 30 BC. His Roman Antiquities covered the history of Rome down to 264 BC, but the surviving books (eleven out of twenty) stop at 441 BC.

Augustus (63 BC–AD 14), first Roman emperor, who wrote his own account of what he had accomplished in his lifetime, the Res Gestae, which was published at his death, copies being inscribed on the many temples erected in his honour throughout the Empire.

Velleius Paterculus (c. 19 BC–after AD 30), Roman historian who wrote a compendium of Roman history down to AD 29 in two books, especially useful for its biography of the reigning emperor Tiberius.

Valerius Maximus (early C1 AD), author of Memorable Deeds and Sayings: historical anecdotes, many concerning Rome, for the use of orators.

Verrius Flaccus (fl. late C1 BC), tutor to the grandsons of Augustus, author of a book ‘on the meaning of words’, preserved in an abridged form in the lexicon of Festus (C2 AD); lots of incidental information on Roman toponyms.

Persius (AD 34–62), satirical poet from Volterra (Etruria), author of six Satires on life in Rome during the reign of Nero.

Calpurnius Siculus (fl. c. AD 50–60), Latin poet, author of seven Eclogues, the seventh including a description of a wild beast show in the amphitheatre.

Lucan (AD 39–65), poet from Cordoba, educated at Rome, favoured by Nero; his only surviving work is Pharsalia, the story of the civil war between Caesar and Pompey.

Juvenal (late C1–early C2 AD), satirical poet from Aquinum (Latium) who wrote sixteen Satires, published around AD 110–27, the third of which gives a famous picture of life at Rome in the late C1 AD (reign of Domitian).

Josephus (AD 37–after 93), Jewish historian, who moved to Rome after the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70; author in Greek of a history of the Jewish Wars.

Statius (c. AD 45–c.96), Roman poet from Naples, author, among other works, of the Silvae, which describe various parts of Rome in the reign of Domitian.

Tacitus (AD 56/7–after 117), Roman historian, possibly from Gaul, whose major works, the Annals and the Histories, covered much of the C1 AD with numerous details about Rome.

Suetonius (c. AD 70–after 122), lawyer, secretary at the Imperial palace, and biographer, best known for his twelve gossipy ‘Lives of the Caesars’ (from Julius Caesar to Domitian).

Pliny the Elder (AD 23–79). From Como, educated in Rome, he pursued a successful military career which ended abruptly in the eruption of Vesuvius; author of the encyclopedic Natural History in thirty-seven books, including much information about buildings and works of art in Rome.

Pliny the Younger (AD 61–113), nephew of the elder, Roman lawyer specializing in inheritance, a magistrate, and administrator (in AD 100–3 he was in charge of the Tiber banks), who published ten books of Letters and a panegyric of the emperor Trajan, full of circumstantial detail about life in Rome and the duties of emperors.

Plutarch (c. AD 46–c.120), Greek biographer and moralist who lived most of his life at home in Boeotia but travelled in Egypt and Italy, teaching and lecturing in Rome. His Parallel Lives (of twenty-three Greek soldier-statesmen for whom he found suitable Roman counterparts) and Roman Questions show considerable knowledge of Roman antiquities.

Martial (c. AD 40–103/4), Roman poet from Bilbilis (Spain), who moved to Rome in AD 64, living in a small house on the Quirinal. His Book of Shows celebrated the opening of the Colosseum in AD 80, and a collection of over 1,500 Epigrams provide endless sidelights on cosmopolitan Roman society of the time.

Frontinus (c. AD 30–c.104), consul in AD 73 or 74 and then served as governor of Britain. Appointed curator of Rome’s water supply in AD 97, he wrote a manual for his successors On the Waters of Rome, describing the history of the aqueducts, the technical specifications of each, and the regulations governing their administration.

Aulus Gellius (c. AD 130–180?), Roman essayist whose Attic Nights, in twenty books, cover a huge variety of topics, among them many notes and quotes concerning Rome.

Dio Cassius (c. AD 150–235), Roman historian from Bithynia (Asia Minor), twice consul at Rome and governor of Africa and Dalmatia, who wrote (in Greek) a History of Rome from Aeneas down to AD 229 in eighty books, twenty-seven of which (covering 68 BC–AD 46 and AD 217–20) are more or less extant; the rest are known in C11/C12 summaries.

Appian (fl. c. AD 160), from Alexandria, practised law at Rome and wrote in Greek a History of Rome down to AD 69 in twenty-four books, nine and some fragments of which survive, those covering 170–146 BC being especially useful.

Tertullian (c. AD 160–c.225). Born at Carthage, he was given a traditional Roman education, but had converted to Christianity by AD 197 and produced many important works on theology. His anti-gladiatorial tract On Shows is the main work of relevance to Rome.

Solinus (fl. c. AD 200), author of the Polyhistor, largely an epitome of Pliny’s Natural History and other encyclopedic sources.

Herodian (fl. c. AD 230), of Syria, wrote (in Greek) a History of his own Time, in eight books, from AD 180 to 238.

Historia Augusta, a collection of biographies of Roman emperors and other figures from Hadrian (AD 117) to Numerianus (AD 284), missing 244–59. Possibly written by six different authors or a clever forgery, of uncertain date and doubtful veracity.

Eusebius (c. AD 264–c.340), bishop of Caesarea (Palestine), who wrote the first history of the Eastern Greek Church and the Chronicle, a major source for events and dates in Greek and Roman history.

Chronographer of AD 354, also called the Calendar of 354, an illustrated almanac compiled from a variety of sources, including a list of Roman emperors and their buildings in Rome.

Eutropius (fl. c. AD 370), Roman historian, who wrote a ten-book survey of Roman history from Romulus down to AD 364, the last part from his own experiences.

Ammianus Marcellinus (c. AD 330–95), from Antioch but settled in Rome in 378 and wrote in Latin a History of Rome from the reign of Nerva (AD 96) to the defeat of the Romans by the Goths in AD 378.

Macrobius (fl. c. AD 400), probably Praetorian prefect of Rome in 430, author of Saturnalia, a dialogue set at a dinner party of non-Christian intellectuals in Rome during the Saturnalia festival in AD 384.

Claudian (fl. AD 395–404), from Alexandria, court poet to the Western emperor Honorius. His On the Gothic War celebrated the victories of the general Stilicho. A bronze statue was erected to him in the Forum of Trajan.

Sidonius Apollinaris (c. AD 430–82), Latin poet and bishop in Gaul, who wrote many Letters which give many insights into Late Roman society. He was honoured with a bronze portrait in the Porticus Ulpia.

Zosimus (late C5 AD), Greek historian who wrote a History of the Decline of the Roman Empire, from Augustus down to AD 410.

Cassiodorus (c. AD 490–583), from southern Italy, consul in 514, retired in the 540s to a monastery and published letters and other works important for the history of Rome in the C6.

Procopius (c. AD 500–after 562) of Caesarea (Palestine), Byzantine Greek historian, who accompanied the general Belisarius on his campaigns in Africa and Italy and wrote a History of the Wars of Justinian.
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