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			Epigraph

			‘Beneath every history, another history.’

			‘What is the nature of the border between truth and lies? It is permeable and blurred because it is planted thick with rumour, confabulation, misunderstandings and twisted tales. Truth can break the gates down, truth can howl in the street; unless truth is pleasing, personable and easy to like, she is condemned to stay whimpering at the back door.’
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			The Story So Far

			A blacksmith’s son born into a world of poverty and violence, young Thomas Cromwell flees to Europe, developing valuable skills in fighting, finance, business and law. On his return, Cromwell joins the service of Cardinal Wolsey, the Pope’s legate in England and a kind and beloved master to Thomas.

			Meanwhile, after twenty years of marriage to Katherine of Aragon, Henry VIII has had his eye caught by Anne Boleyn. He insists his current marriage is invalid, due to Katherine having been previously married to his brother, and he should be free to marry Anne, who may have better success at giving him the son he needs. Wolsey takes the case to the Pope and to English ecclesiastical courts, but is frustrated. Henry’s dissatisfaction is clear: Wolsey’s property, goods and the Great Seal of England are confiscated, and he is accused of various crimes but dies, heartbroken, before he can be brought to trial.

			Grieving not only his master, but also the recent loss to sweating sickness of his wife and daughters, Cromwell swears his service to the King, and revenge on those who caused and celebrated the death of Wolsey.

			Thomas Cranmer, scholar and clergyman, works with Cromwell to legitimise the King’s proposed marriage, while Thomas More persecutes the ‘heretics’ in England who support new religious doctrines. Against the pressures of old noble Papist families and the growing chaos of religious reformation in Europe, Cromwell gently nudges Henry away from the Pope and towards leading England’s church, helped by Anne Boleyn’s own evangelical sympathies. Henry, mostly convinced that his first marriage is annulled, cuts off a weak and ageing Katherine from her supporters and forbids contact between her and their daughter Mary. He marries Anne in a private ceremony in November 1532, and a public ceremony the following spring, when she is already pregnant with their own daughter, Elizabeth.

			Cromwell and Anne have an uneasy peace, each feeling that they have been the cause of the other’s success, but equally that each is capable of the other’s downfall – and that many would be happy to see the ruin of either. A young woman, Elizabeth Barton, claims to have powers of prophecy and gains popularity across the country predicting disaster for the King and Anne Boleyn, but Cromwell uses the support she receives from the King’s enemies to instead execute those challengers, who include the determinedly martyr-ish Thomas More. Cromwell receives several new titles, becoming the King’s Secretary, a role from which he can extend his authority across government, and Vicegerent in Spirituals, allowing him to reorganise the management and wealth of England’s monasteries.

			After only a few years of marriage, it is becoming clear that Anne will not give Henry a son, and he is soured by her sharp temper. The King’s head is turned once more: this time by young Jane Seymour, lady-in-waiting to both Anne and Katherine, and a quiet, simple gentlewoman. Henry is also tiring of Cromwell, a man to whom he has given so much power, yet who is still unable to give the King the new wife he wants. Henry demands a solution – and Cromwell has the answer. Shortly after the death of Katherine, Queen Anne is charged with treason. She is alleged to have committed adultery with a group of Henry’s courtiers and friends, who have plotted to kill the King.

			Lady Rochford, Anne’s sister-in-law, hungry for influence and set on destroying her loathed husband, happily gives Cromwell evidence against the Boleyns.
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