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Eleven B-25s at a reunion on 17-18 April, 2017 at Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio. It was the 75th Anniversary reunion of the Doolittle Tokyo Raiders. The B-25s from across the United States were in attendance to honour the raiders. The anniversary was attended by the sole surviving member of the Doolittle Raiders Lt. Richard E. Cole. The airplanes are all in airworthy condition with beautiful nose art, mostly derived from the original art displayed by their counterparts in World War II. (Dennis Nijenhuis)
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FOREWORD



By Lt-Gen (retired) Bart Hoitink,
Former chairman of the Royal Netherlands Air Force Historical Flight

THE SOUND OF FREEDOM!

Sometimes you meet special people. Ordinary people who make a choice under difficult circumstances. A choice that will determine the rest of their lives. A choice that has contributed to our freedom today. Some people resisted the oppression during World War Two. Others decided to take to the skies to work for our freedom. They chose a dangerous mission. Many airmen did not return from their missions over occupied territory.

Among the many aircraft deployed during the war and the liberation were B-25 Mitchell bombers and Spitfires fighters. These aircraft were part of Dutch units of the RAF No. 320 and 322 Squadron respectively, and two of them now of the Royal Netherlands Air Force Historical Flight.

One special aircraft catches the eye. Our B-25N Mitchell named “Sarinah”. The Mitchell was employed by the ML KNIL, the Military Aviation Department of the Royal Netherlands East Indies Army. In addition, the Mitchell was used in No. 320 (Dutch) Squadron in the Royal Air Force. After the war, the Mitchell served in the Netherlands East Indies during the police actions. After the hostilities, most of the aircraft were handed over to the Indonesian Air Force. In our country, the Mitchell was used by the Naval Aviation Service until 1954 with No. 320 Squadron that was discontinued in 2005. The aircraft mainly served as a Search-And-Rescue aircraft, including during the flood disaster of February 1953.

The B-25 in service with the Royal Netherlands Air Force Historical Flight has an American history. The aircraft was in service with the USAF from 1944-1959 and then, through various owners in America, finally sold in 1990 to the Duke of Brabant Air Force (DBAF) in the Netherlands. Ultimately, the aircraft was transferred from the DBAF to the Royal Netherlands Air Force Historical Flight in 2010. Meanwhile, in 1999 the colour scheme was adapted to the ML-KNIL period and the aircraft was named “Sarinah”.

The sound of the engines gave hope to the people on the ground, soldiers, and civilians. Hope for a speedy release. Hope for a better life. The sound of the aircraft engines was music to the ears. And at the Royal Netherlands Air Force Historical Flight at Gilze-Rijen Air Base, we go back in time and regularly listen to this “music”.

[image: image]

A Mitchell bomber, Spitfire, Harvards, Ryan, Piper Cubs, Tiger Moth, and many other aircraft, which have played an important role in Dutch aviation history, are kept in perfect condition by many volunteers.

Special people, but also special aircraft, have fought our freedom. The stories must not be lost, the music must not stop!

Sound of Freedom.
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INTRODUCTION



In June 1978, for the first time in my life I saw a flying B-25 at Deelen Air Force Base during the 65th Anniversary of the Royal Netherlands Air Force. This airplane was the civil registered “Gorgeous George-Ann” and was provided with a very nice nose art. Three years later in September 1981, a second B-25 made an air show at Soesterberg Air Force Base. This plane was named “Big Bad Bonnie”. Both airplanes were owned by John Hawke and were used in the movie “Hanover Street”. At that time, I could not suspect that about 40 years later these same B-25s would be a subject of my third part of “Mitchell Masterpieces”. In the meantime, I have been a few times in the U.S. and have seen and photographed several B-25s. A highlight was my last trip in April 2017, with my son Dennis to the B-25 gathering at Grimes Field and Dayton, Ohio, on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of the Doolittle Raiders. The photos taken during those trips, could be used well for this Volume 3. In this third and final book of “Mitchell Masterpieces” about the North American B-25 Mitchell in service, the B-25s will be described which were operated in civil service in all different countries. The other Volume 1 dealt with the B-25s in service with the U.S. Armed Forces and Volume 2 covered the B-25s in service with all the foreign military forces.

In 1939, the B-25 was developed as a medium bomber. Therefore, it had a primarily military role during the war. The B-25 bomber served in the armed forces of the United States as well as other allied countries. The major other allied countries were the United Kingdom and the Soviet Union and relatively large numbers of B-25s were also used by the Netherlands, Canada, China, Brazil and Venezuela. But also, some other countries used the B-25 after the war. Only after the war, the B-25 played a role in civil aviation. In the post-war period, various remaining aircraft were sold by the defence ministries. The major supplier was of course the U.S.A. Many aircraft were stripped of their armament and other military equipment and often reached the civilian market through auctions. They passed into private hands and were deployed for transportation of personnel or cargo, for training, firefighting, agricultural spraying, or other purposes. Even sometimes for smuggling. Some were converted into a luxury business plane.

Many B-25s that served after the war were overall natural aluminium finished. However, there were some colourful examples with or without company logos and other features. Far after the war, the so-called warbird circuit emerged. Old aircraft were refurbished and even made airworthy by historians and aviation enthusiasts. And nowadays, there is an increasing number of warbirds, including the B-25. They are often painted in fantasy colours, but sometimes as much as possible in the colours of their original predecessors at the time of the war. Like the two previous volumes of “Mitchell Masterpieces”, this book by no means pretends to be complete. The subject is by far too complex and detailed to be described in full here. It is impossible to describe and illustrate all the companies and individuals who used the B-25 and the history, colours, and markings of all the civilian B-25s in one book. Moreover, the information on many airplanes is no longer available and  often remains a mystery. And sometimes, photographs are scarce or unfortunately of poor quality. Therefore, choices had to be made. There is no plane-by-plane chronological overview. That is why in the different chapters several times the same airplanes are described, but always tailored to the period in which they were employed by the various companies or organisations. Where necessary, the companies as well as museums have been put in alphabetical order as much as possible. This book should serve as a general view of the companies, organisations, and owners and the B-25s they flew. Moreover, the book would not be complete if no attention was paid to the civilian B-25s in the various museums, film industry and the warbird circuit. That is why this has been also described in detail.

Together with Volume 1 and Volume 2 of “Mitchell Masterpieces”, the three books give an excellent overall view of the use and service of the B-25 in the various countries and the colours and markings in which they were operated.

Wim Nijenhuis
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SCRAPPING AND STORAGE



The United States produced approximately 300,000 aircraft for World War Two. By 1944 the U.S. Foreign Economic Administration began a program to scrap certain obsolete, damaged, and surplus military aircraft overseas. After the war, many of the U.S. military aircraft overseas were not worth the time or money to bring back the airplanes to the United States and so they ended on scrap yards on the battlefield. They were consequently buried, bulldozed, or even sunk at sea.

[image: image]

A late B-25D model of the 42nd Bombardment Group “The Crusaders” upside down on a scrap yard somewhere in the Pacific area. (USAF)

Most, however, were returned home for storage, sale, or scrapping. From 1945, thousands of American aircraft began arriving back in the United States. The country had a huge surplus of aircraft and they were turned over to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC). The RFC and the War Assets Administration (WAA) handled the disposal of these aircraft. The RFC was a government corporation in the United States between 1932 and 1957 that provided financial support to state and local governments and made loans to banks, railroads, mortgage associations and other businesses. Its purpose was to boost the country’s confidence and help banks resume daily business activities after the start of the Great Depression. The RFC established depots around the country to store and sell surplus aircraft. By the summer of 1945, at least 30 sales-storage depots and 23 sales centres were in operation. One of the largest disposal facilities was at Kingman Army Airfield, Arizona. This location, also known as Storage Depot #41, was chosen because of its huge open spaces, good weather for aircraft storage, and three runways, one of which was 6,800 feet in length. Kingman was a field for short-term storage and subsequent disposal. At Kingman, many of the old planes were sold to companies which cannibalized them for parts and turned the material to other commercial uses than aviation. Before the planes were offered for sale they were stripped of all confidential equipment, such as bomb sights, radar, and some radio installations. But most of the airplanes were scrapped. After a study, it was established that too many man-hours were required  to dismantle the airplanes for parts, and the cost of storage areas for the parts was too high. So, the method of salvage and melt was adopted. Main components such as engines, armament, instruments, and radios were removed from each airplane. The remainder of the aircraft was cut into pieces, and pushed into a large furnace, or smelter. Aluminium was the prime metal sought after, melted, and poured into ingots for sale and shipping. The first aircraft arrived at Storage Depot #41 on 10 October, 1945. By December of 1945, every few minutes an aircraft arrived. Some were flown by their own combat crews directly from overseas. The veteran warbirds did arrive with bullet-ridden fuselages, splintered propellers, and coughing engines representing dozens of missions. At the other extreme were aircraft right off the assembly line, their only flying time being their trip to Kingman. By April, 1946, the “Arizona Graveyard Air Force,” as it was dubbed by the press, presented an amazing sight of more than 7,000 bombers, fighters, and other aircraft lined up row on row for six and a half miles along Route 66. Most of the aircraft, nearly 5,500, were sold to the Wunderlich Contracting Company of Jefferson City, Missouri, owned by Martin Wunderlich which paid $ 2,780,000 for the aircraft at Kingman. These included 140 B-25s. He built a smelter near the airfield and melted the aircraft mainly for their aluminium content. Before he did that, however, he siphoned the fuel they contained, and it was said that Wunderlich made more from the sale of the fuel than he paid for all the airplanes. By the end of 1948, all aircraft had been smelted into aluminium ingots, along with their nose art paintings.
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Kingman was not the only place where B-25s were stored. On this 1946 picture, at least twelve surplus B-25s are parked on the RFC storage depot at Ontario, California. There are also many B-26s and B-17s. (Bill Larkins)
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B-25s at Kingman, Arizona in March 1946. After the war, thousands of warbirds which fought in the skies over the several war theatres, were parked row on row at the old Kingman Army Airfield. As reported in the Los Angeles Times of 1 April, 1946 among the types of ships stored at the depot were 141 B-25 Mitchells with the standard price being asked for them by the WAA of $8,250 each. (Phil Bath)

So, many airplanes including B-25s were salvaged and melted. Other planes were transferred to civilian operators, or to the air forces of allied countries. Remaining airplanes were classified as obsolete or eligible for the strategic aircraft reserve. The airplanes were then assigned to an airfield for short-term storage and subsequent  disposal, or for longer-term storage. Therefore, Kingman was not the only place were B-25s were stored. They were also present at Ontario Surplus Depot at Cal-Aero Field, near Chino, California, at Altus Army Airfield in Oklahoma, at Searcy Field in Stillwater, Oklahoma, at Pyote Army Airfield, Texas, at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Tucson, Arizona and at Walnut Ridge Army Airfield, located in Northeast Arkansas. The war-weary B-25s were not only stored at these depots. At the end of the war, the federal government’s RFC set up a depot in the Fairfax district to sell machinery, tools, and similar equipment to peacetime industries and the public and thereby partially recoup the government’s war cost. Some of the B-25 bomber plant items were sent to the depot, while others were transferred for government use elsewhere. Such materials as aluminium sheets and steel products went to reclamation centres, and spare airplane parts were dispatched to maintenance depots. Seventy-two incomplete, but flyable B-25s were not completed and accepted contractually by the Army Air Forces. They were part of the Terminal Flyable Inventory at the end of the production in Kansas City and were flown directly to the lots of the RFC for disposal.

On V-J day, the Army Air Forces possessed nearly 2,500 B-25s. Most of the older B-25C, D, and H bombers were immediately released to the RFC for disposal, but many hundreds of newer B-25Js were retained. About 1,800 B-25s remained in U.S. service. By 1950, the U.S. Air Force still had about 1,400 B-25Js in usable condition. Many of those B-25s had to be converted for their new operational role. That was also the case with thousands of other warplanes. Many of them, including B-25s, were updated and refurbished by the Grand Central Aircraft Company at Grand Central Airport, Glendale, California. These airplanes were then intended for the Nationalist Chinese Air Force, the Brazilian and Uruguayan Air Force, Standard Oil, Sinclair Oil and many airlines.

Other companies that modified many B-25s were Hayes Aircraft Company of Birmingham, Alabama and Hughes Tool Company of Culver City, California. Between 1951 and 1955, Hayes modified approximately 450 B-25Js for pilot training purposes and about 1,000 were overhauled by Hayes for IRAN (Inspect and Repair As Needed). Hughes of Culver City modified approximately 150 B-25Js for bombing and firefighting purposes. The major modifications varied through the years. They could include removal of armament and armour protection, modernising instrument panel and hydraulics, new windshields, modern heating systems, revising radio and interphone system, redesigned electrical systems, replacing the “S” stacks on the top seven cylinders of engines with an exhaust semi-collector ring, new carburettors with larger boxy air intake scoops, new oxygen systems, new heating, updating radar and fire control systems. On many airplanes, a specially designed black nose cap with a radome was mounted instead of the original transparent nose cap of the B-25J. Most of the modified B-25Js were redesignated as TB-25J. Later, several aircraft were designated as ETB-25J or JTB-25J (electronics development aircraft), VB-25J (staff transport) or CB-25J (utility aircraft) considering their operational role. For a short period of time, some B-25s were redesignated as AT-24 (advanced trainer). The modified TB-25 trainers were followed by a model letter. TB-25K was the designation given to trainers for the operators of the E-1 radar fire control system. Modified B-25Js for specialized advanced pilot training were designated TB-25L. The TB-25M was essentially the same as the K model except for the installation of the more advanced E-5 fire control system. The TB-25N was similar to the preceding TB-25L but was fitted with R-2600-29A engines. The USAF began to withdraw its last B-25s from service in 1957. Hundreds of airplanes were stored at Davis-Monthan and they became available for civil use.
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The last 72 aircraft built were not completed and accepted contractually by the Army Air Forces. They were part of the Terminal Flyable Inventory at the end of the production in Kansas City and were flown directly to the lots of the RFC for disposal. On the photo a number of North American employees with the very last B-25 built, s/n 45-8899, prior to her departure from the Fairfax plant on 31 October, 1945. (b-25history.org)
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A 1960 announcement of the Redistribution & Marketing Division at Davis-Monthan of old WWII airplanes including 30 B-25s! At right, a 1977 advertisement of “Warbirds of the World” Inc. at San Marcos, Texas. N9494Z is the most expensive B-25 from the advertisement. In 1969, she flew in the movie “Catch-22” as “The Abombinable Snow Man” and later as “Laden Maiden”. In 1975, she was sold to John J. Stokes of “Warbirds of the World”, based in San Marcos and flew in her Desert Sand colours also as “Laden Maiden”. Currently, she is restored in Belgium. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis, Collection Doug Fisher)







THE CIVIL MARKET



The B-25 outnumbered all other medium bombers in USAF service and was soon converted into advanced pilot trainers after the war. A lot of B-25s were sent to the U.S. Air National Guard in support of F-89 Scorpion and F-94 Starfire fighter intercept squadrons. Others were utilised as trainers, weather reconnaissance and personnel transports. A few B-25s were even used in the Korean War as electronic warfare aircraft. But as said, after the war, also many B-25s were scrapped and melted. But fortunately, not all. Sale of military aircraft became possible through the Surplus Property Act of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. The Surplus Property Act of 1944 was an act of the United States Congress that was enacted to provide for the disposal of surplus government property.

In the late 1950s, some 180 well-maintained ex-USAF B-25Js were stored at Davis Monthan, Arizona. Most of these were sold by auctions and passed into the hands of private U.S. owners or other countries. Sales in 1957 saw prices between $5,000 and $7,000 for a B-25. But later, prices dropped to between $1,500 and $2,000.

In the 1970s, when the airplanes began to be scarce, prices rose again. The civilian B-25s were mostly operated by companies all over the U.S.A. Civil B-25s were used for many purposes. After all military equipment had been removed, some were used almost directly without modification. Others were completely rebuilt for special purposes. Sometimes the bomb bay was being faired over or plush interior accommodations were added. Some aircraft even had wingtip tanks.

They were used as personal transports, freight transports, agricultural sprayers and even as fire fighters. As aerial agricultural pesticide sprayers they were fitted with underwing or undertail booms for dispensing pesticides. The pesticide tanks were installed in the fuselage and wings as well as in the bomb bay. The U.S. Forest Service bought a substantial number of surplus B-25s, installed huge water tanks in the main fuselage and sent them out to waterbomb forest fires.

In the post-war years, about 70 companies spread across the U.S.A. flew the B-25 on air tanker and agricultural spraying duties. Several B-25s ended up being employed by the film industry, where in particular Tallmantz Aviation at Santa Ana, California, has played a large role. In the course of time, several of the civilian U.S. B-25s were sold to other countries. Especially in Latin American countries, various B-25s flew in civilian colours. However, there is less known and little information available about Latin American B-25s and their assignments and missions.

The civilian B-25s were mostly the later B-25J models and, therefore, in general overall natural aluminium finished. They were provided with civil registrations and sometimes the name of the company or organisation. Some, however, were completely repainted and we see examples with the most colourful designs. In civilian service, tail codes and tail art took on a whole new meaning with operators, be they air tanker or executive conversions, using the fin to display their own unique design that usually represented the company the aircraft flew for. Civil B-25s are still flying or have flown in nearly twenty different countries. In the next chapters the civil B-25s are further described for each country. But as mentioned before, this book by no means pretends to be complete. The subject is by far too complex and detailed to be described in full here. A general view of companies and services is given. Not every aircraft is described in detail and a choice has been made. In particular, the many U.S. airplanes and companies are not all described. Another problem is the airplanes of some other countries. Their civilian B-25s are not all known. Of many little is known, sometimes just rumours and sometimes nothing at all. So, these B-25s are very unclear and, unfortunately, there is no photographic material available. Despite these limitations, an attempt has been made to obtain a good overview of the civilian B-25s and, where necessary, the most colourful,  special, or remarkable airplanes are mentioned and illustrated. The volume also does not show the full history of the airplane, but it focuses mainly on her history and service in the particular country, organisation or company. Also, attention has been paid to the civilian B-25s in the various museums, film industry and the warbird circuit.
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For reasons of readability of the book it was decided to mention as much as possible the civil aircraft numbers. For a comparison of the civil aircraft numbers with the U.S. Army Air Forces block and serial numbers mentioned in this book, see Appendix 1 at the back of the book.





U.S.A.



The U.S.A. is the country that used most of the B-25 airplanes produced. This applies to both military and civil aviation. As previous mentioned, after the war many military surplus B-25s were sold to private companies. They were often used as firefighting airplane or for agricultural spraying. Also, several B-25 airplanes were used in the American film industry. And finally, many ended up in a museum. Fortunately, there is still a reasonable number left that is airworthy, and today still fly around as highly respected warbirds. Many of these airplanes and companies are described and explained in the next chapters and as much as possible in alphabetical order.

FIREFIGHTING AND AGRICULTURAL DUTIES

The United States Forest Service (USFS) is an agency within the U.S. Department of Agriculture. It has existed for more than one hundred years with the express purpose of managing public forests and grasslands. Starting in 1876, and undergoing a series of name changes, the USFS grew to protect and utilise millions of acres of forest on public land.

[image: image]

Federal forest management dates to 1876 when Congress created the office of Special Agent in the U.S. Department of Agriculture to assess the quality and conditions of forests in the United States.

In 1881, the Department expanded the office into the Division of Forestry. A decade later, Congress passed the Forest Reserve Act of 1891 authorising the President to designate public lands in the West into what were then called “forest reserves.” Responsibility for these reserves fell under the Department of the Interior until 1905 when President Theodore Roosevelt transferred their care to the Department of Agriculture’s new U.S. Forest Service.

Within the USFS, aviation is used for the rehabilitation of forests, search and rescue, law enforcement, personnel transport, aerial photography as well as fire prevention and suppression. The USFS, Fire and Aviation Management team lists this as their official stance on the use of aviation to combat fires. The primary mission of the Forest Service Aviation is to support the ground fire fighter through a variety of means including safe delivery of smokejumpers, propellers, air attack, fire fighter and cargo transport, surveillance, aerial reconnaissance and fire intelligence gathering, and aerial delivery of fire retardant and water.

Commercial aerial fire bombing began during the 1950s. The USFS had traditionally relied on contracting with private companies to provide large air tankers for fighting forest fires, the majority of which had been retired World War II and Korean War-era transports, bombers, and maritime patrol aircraft. By the end of the 1950s, various aircraft, mostly World War Two and Korean War surplus airframes, had found a new life as aerial fire fighter.

In the U.S.A., the airplanes and their methods used in aerial firefighting are generally called air tanker. In Canada, they also use the term water bomber. A considerable number of surplus B-25s found use with contractors who flew these aircraft for the USFS as firefighting aerial tankers. In the bomb bays huge water tanks or fire-retardant chemical tanks were installed. The B-25 Mitchells were used as fire tankers in the late 1950s and 1960s until banned by USFS, following a series of fatal crashes due to structural failure during the pitch-up after dropping their retardant load. The B-25 started being converted in 1959 and by 1960, for example there were sixteen B-25 tanker operators in the State of California. Most B-25s carried 1,000-gallon tanks either belly mounted or fitted internally in the bomb bay. Early success varied with each operator, however, in July of 1960 there were four fatal crashes within days of each other involving the B-25. Subsequently, the B-25 was banned from use in the State of California. Testing was conducted at Edwards Air Force Base in 1963 to determine the cause of certain flight control issues which resulted in the limited use of the B-25 elsewhere around the country and Canada.
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The overall natural aluminium finished N6123C was used as an agricultural sprayer. Here she is seen around 1963, at the time she was owned by Abe’s Aerial Service Inc. Note the large tank below the fuselage. (napoleon130.tripod.com)

ABE’S AERIAL SERVICE INC., SAFFORD, ARIZONA

Abraham (Abe) B. Sellards, Safford, Arizona operated an agricultural application business from Safford, Arizona from at least 1958. The airplanes of Abe’s Aerial Service included two B-25s, N6123C and N9117Z. He has spent many months and thousands of dollars converting the surplus B-25s with tanks and fast-action belly doors. In early 1963, Abe Sellards merged with air tanker firm Aircraft Specialties Inc. at Mesa-Falcon Field Arizona, under a new parent company named Aviation Specialties Inc. Further description under Aviation Specialties Inc.
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N7674 flew by Bob Sturges for some time with a camouflage scheme as “Dirty Gertie from Bizerte”. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)

AERO FLIGHT INC., TROUTDALE, OREGON

Aero Flight Inc. was an air tanker business founded by Robert M. Sturges. He also was proprietor of Columbia Airmotive Inc. at Troutdale Airport. Sturges’ passion was aviation and he did know a lot about the WWII B17 Flying Fortress bomber. He served as a technical representative for Boeing in England during World War Two. Sturges succeeded Glenn Otto as Mayor of Troutdale in 1972 and served until 1982. He designed liquid tanks for various ex-military aircraft, initially for agricultural spraying work. He also was involved in the very early firebombing  experimentation. Robert’s son Ray Sturges was also involved with Aero Flight Inc. Through his business Columbia Airmotive, Bob Sturges acquired a variety of aircraft. The fleet of Aero Flight Inc. included among a few other airplanes, three B-17s, three P-40s, two A-26s and one B-25. This last mentioned was N7674, purchased in January 1969. This was a B-25J-25, s/n 44-30421, and was flown in camouflage colours and named “Dirty Gertie from Bizerte”. In June 1978, the airplane was bought by Carl Scholl and Tony Ritzman of Historical Aircraft Preservation Group, Borrego Springs, California. The airplane was then parked at the Troutdale Airport. Scholl drove a replacement engine to Troutdale and got the bomber ferried back to Chino for restoration to airworthy condition. Around 1980, her life ended up in Colombia after a crash landing.

AERO INSECT CONTROL INC., RIO GRANDE, NEW JERSEY

Aero Insect Control Inc. was a pest control company spraying with over ten Boeing Stearmans and a Grumman TBM Avenger tanker test airplane. The company was located at Cape May County Airport, Rio Grande, New Jersey. By 1959, the principal was Maurice Curtis Young. In 1959, the company bought three B-25s.

N9076Z

One airplane was B-25J-25 with s/n 44-30772. She was stored at Davis Monthan in 1959 and bought by Maurice C. Young from Aero Insect Control Inc. She was registered as N9076Z. The company used her as tanker, and she flew as tanker #06C. In June 1964, she was sold to James L. Range, College Park, Georgia.

N9075Z

A second B-25 was 45-8896, a B-25J-35. After her service with the USAF, she was sold to Aero Insect Control Inc. in December 1960 and registered as N9075Z. In 1963, she was sold to Robert E. Messmer, Boca Raton, Florida.

N3514G

The third Mitchell from Aero Insect Control Inc. was a B-25J-30 with s/n 44-86786. Also stored at Davis Monthan and sold to Fogle Aircraft, Tucson, Arizona in July 1959. She was registered as N3514G. In November 1959, she was bought by Aero Insect Control. But already in June 1960, she was sold to Avionics Inc., Virginia Beach, Virginia. The airplane was out of service by 1970.
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One of the three B-25s from Aero Insect Control Inc. in the early 1960s. This is N9076Z, the company used her as a tanker and flew her as #06C. The former USAF number BD-772 is still vaguely visible. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)
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N3514G somewhere in the 1960s, in the weeds at Friendship Airport, now Baltimore-Washington International Airport. (J.G. Handelman)

AERO RETARDANT INC., FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

This tanker company was based at Fairbanks, Alaska in the early 1960s. By 1968, the company was owned by Don G. Gilbertson. He had been heading of this firefighting organisation since its beginning. He was raised in Fairbanks. He got his start in business as a truck driver for his dad and later he went to work for Alaska Freight Lines driving semi-trucks over the highway for four years while learning to fly. He then flew for Wien Airlines for 15 years and flew for Interior Airlines as chief pilot for a year and a half. By 1964, along with James Anderson, Gilbertson went into the firefighting business with a pair of World War II vintage airplanes,  B-25s and a Cessna 180. Two years later Gilbertson bought out his partner and then incorporated in 1968 as Aero Retardant Inc. In 1972, the corporation’s name was changed to Pacific Alaska Airlines. One of the most famous names in northern aviation, who was the forerunner of Pan American Airlines in Alaska. Aero Retardant Inc. had some DC-3s and DC-6s and two B-25s, s/n 44-86791 and s/n 44-86747.
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Just before she was exported to Australia, N8196H flew in a blue U.S. Navy scheme as “Tite Pussy” by Donald Gilbertson of Fairbanks, Alaska. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)

N8196H

The B-25 with s/n 44-86791, registered as N8196H, was sold to Aero Retardant in February 1963. In June 1977, Pacific Alaska Airlines purchased her. In August 1979, she was sold to Donald Gilbertson. She was used in the television production of “Young Joe, The Forgotten Kennedy”. In June 1982, he was sold to Aero Heritage Inc. of Melbourne, Australia.

N8163H

The other B-25 with s/n 44-86747 was registered as N8163H. Aero Retardant purchased her in April 1967. D. Gilbertson and James Anderson operated her as tanker #7. By February 1974, she was noted as derelict at the Fairbanks Airport in Alaska and in February 1977, she was sold to Noel Wien of Anchorage, Alaska.
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N8163H probably in the late 1970s, prior to restoration. Her free stylized figure tanker #7 is still on her vertical tail. (b-25history.org)

AERO SPRAY INC., VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON

Aero Spray Inc. was an agricultural spraying operator for the fruit orchards of the Yakima Valley. The company bought two B-25s from the USAF disposals and fitted them with 1,000-gallon liquid tanks for fire bombing. The company’s involvement in fire bombing seems to have ended in 1960 when both B-25 tankers were sold.

[image: image]

Ralph and Gini Richardson with their daughter in 1959 in front of N9866C. (Fam Richardson)
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N9865C stands on the field, apparently in reasonably new condition. The picture was probably taken in the late 1950s. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)

N9865C

The other Mitchell was s/n 44-28834, also a B-25J-15. This airplane was also purchased from the USAF in October 1958 and registered as N9865C. In May 1960, she was converted into a fire tanker. But already in October 1960, she was sold to Western Air Industries, Redding, California.

N9866C

One Mitchell was s/n 44-28833. After storage at Davis Monthan, she was purchased by Aero Spray in October 1958. She was registered as N9866C. In May 1959, she was converted to a fire bomber, fitted with a 1,000-gallon tank. The airplane was operated for the 1959 fire season by Richardson’s Airway. In 1950, Ralph and his wife Gini started Richardson’s Airway, which was a crop-dusting business and in 1951 they started Richardson Aviation, which was a flight school and fixed base operator. They flew from the Yakima Airport, Washington. From 1953 to 1994, Ralph Richardson operated an aerial crop spraying business. In September 1960, N9866C was sold to Red Dodge Inc., Anchorage, Alaska.

AERO UNION CORP., CHICO, CALIFORNIA

In 1960, Dale Newton and Dick Foy participated in their first fire season with the surplus B-25 s/n 44-28834.

Newton and Foy operated for that season under the name of Western Air Industries based at nearby Redding Airport, California. The following year they purchased their first two B-17 Flying Fortresses and they changed their name into Aero Union Corporation. During 1962, Aero Union moved its base to Chico Municipal Airport where it built up a major maintenance and engineering facility in the former U.S. Air Force hangars. Dale Newton was President; Dick Foy was Vice President and during the 1970-1980s another experienced tanker man Roy D. Reagan held a management position.

In the late 1960s, the company purchased a bulk of ten Fairchild C-119C Flying Boxcars from USAF disposals at Davis Monthan including a large stock of engines and spare parts stored in a hangar at Coolidge, Arizona.

In the 1970s, they bought a lot of Douglas C-54s and DC-6s. Aero Union Corp. became a large fire bomber operator and was a leader in introducing new aircraft types and improved retardant tank and delivery system designs. After years of controversies regarding the operation of the company and the safety of their planes, the USFS cancelled its contract in 2011 and the company was forced to shut down operations soon after. Aero Union Corp. also possessed a lot of warbirds like B-17s, Douglas A-26 Invaders and Grumman Avengers.

[image: image]

Colourful fire tanker N9865C of Western Air Industries later renamed Aero Union Corporation. (Collection Richard Stratton via Ron Olsen)

Although a large company, it still had only two B-25s in service, N3695G and the B-25 from Western Air Industries, N9865C.

N3695G

This B-25 was a B-25J-15 with s/n 44-28926. After storage at Davis Monthan, she was purchased by John Bowman of Aerial Services, Anaheim, California in August 1959. She was registered as N3695G and was not a tanker. In May 1960, she was sold to Dale Newton. But in November 1961, this airplane was already sold to Marson Equipment & Salvage Co., Tucson, Arizona as part of the deal to purchase the two B-17s.

N9865C

The B-25J-15 with s/n 44-28834 was sold to Aero Spray Inc., Vancouver, Washington from the USAF storage in October 1958 and registered as N9865C. In May 1960, she was converted into fire tanker and in October 1960, she was sold to Western Air Industries, Redding, California. She flew with this company, later Aero Union, until 1963. She was overall aluminium finished with black engine nacelles. She flew as tanker number 30 with red/orange bordered black figures. In February 1963, she was sold to Clayton V. Curtis, Boise, Idaho where she was already sold a month later to E.D. Weiner at Los Angeles.
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Tanker #36 of Angel’s Aerial Service of Pico-Rivera. This B-25 with registration N3512G was fitted with a large metal belly retardant tank. (napoleon130.tripod.com)

ANGEL’S AERIAL SERVICE, PICO-RIVERA, CALIFORNIA

One B-25 flew only for four months with a small firm called Angel’s Aerial Service. This firm was located at Pico-Rivera California. This B-25J-25 had the USAAF s/n 44-30456. She was sold in July 1959 to Skyways System of Miami, Florida, and her registration of N3512G was reserved. The same month, she was sold to Hamilton Aircraft in Tucson, Arizona. By December of that same year, she was sold to Angel’s Aerial Service of Pico-Rivera, California. She was modified by the addition of a borate tank in December 1959. She was sold in March 1960 to R. H. Hickish of Pico-Rivera, California. Thereafter, she had several owners and today she is a flying warbird in Soviet colours.
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This picture was taken at Falcon Field, Mesa around September 1968. She is parked in the hot sun at Mesa and was numbered 34C by Aviation Specialties Inc. The colours are already somewhat weathered, and this was the beginning of a long-term storage at the field. (Neil Aird)

AVIATION SPECIALTIES INC., MESA, ARIZONA

The company Aircraft Specialties Inc. was founded around 1960 by Richard E. Packard as a tanker operator based at Mesa-Falcon Field, Arizona. In 1963, the company merged with Abe’s Aerial Service of Safford. The new company was set up under the name of Aviation Specialties Inc. under the joint management of Richard Packard and Abe Sellards. They continued their spraying and fire-bombing operations. Their airplanes included the two B-25s of Abe’s Aerial Service. During 1976, the spraying fleet was deployed on large-scale contracts for budworm forest spraying in Maine and Georgia. By 1977, some sections of the business were conducted under the name of associated company Globe Air Inc. Effective by April 1981, a business reorganisation resulted in all operations being transferred to Globe Air Inc. Sellards and Packard continued  to operate the business until 1985 when the company was closed down. The airplanes were sold by an auction at Falcon Field in October 1985. The company had a lot of airplanes. During the 1960s large stocks of military disposals were acquired and rebuilt at Mesa as civil conversions. Among the airplanes were many helicopters, B-17s, PV-2 Harpoons, Douglas C54s, Lockheed Constellations and the two B-25s N6123C and N9117Z from Abe’s Aerial Service Inc.

N6123C

One of the B-25s of Abe’s Aerial Service Inc. was a B-25J-35, s/n 44-86893, and was registered in the U.S. as N6123C. Abe’s Aerial Service was the aircraft’s first civil owner. She was sold to Abe’s in October 1958. In May 1959, she was fitted with tanks for agricultural spraying for her new job as a crop duster. In November 1965, she was sold to Aviation Specialties Inc., Mesa, Arizona and flew with number 34C. In 1969, she was withdrawn from use and stored derelict at Mesa until 1976. She was purchased by John Stokes of CenTex Aviation in San Marcos, Texas and flown to Chino, California for storage. In May 1977, she was purchased by Kansas City Warbirds of Kansas City, Missouri. Nowadays, she is part of the fleet of historic aircraft of the “The Flying Bulls” in Austria.

N9117Z

The other B-25 of Abe’s Aerial Service was registered as N9117Z. This was a B-25J-20 with s/n 44-29199. After storage at Davis Monthan, she was purchased by Abe’s Aerial Service in January 1960. In April 1960, she was also converted into an air tanker and sprayer and flew as tanker #35C. In November 1965, she was sold to Aviation Specialties Inc., Mesa, Arizona. Like the other B-25 N6123C she was sold to John Stokes of CenTex Aviation in 1975. The airplane is currently operated by the National Museum of World War Two Aviation, Colorado Springs, Colorado and is flown as “In The Mood”.
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Number 35C was overall aluminium finished with a white fuselage top and had like #34C also red accents and red engine nacelles. She is here parked at Falcon Field in 1972/1973. (Jay Sherlock)

BIEGERT BROTHERS INC., LINCOLN, NEBRASKA / PHOENIX, ARIZONA

A company that had three B-25s for a short time was Biegert Brothers Inc. These were N3155G, N3337G and N9877C. The brothers Max L. and John Biegert established an agricultural dusting and spraying business in 1947. They operated under the names Biegert Bros. and Biegert Bros. Aerial Spraying, operating from Lincoln, Nebraska. In April 1953, the brothers moved into heavy spraying aircraft when they acquired a derelict B-17F. They rebuilt the airplane to airworthy condition as a sprayer, installing seven chemical tanks in the cabin as well as two additional underwing chemical tanks in fuel drop tanks from a USAF Lockheed F-94 Starfire jet fighter. The B-17 started operating on a two-year contract for Central Aircraft Corp., Yakima, Washington for large scale mosquito spraying across the U.S.A. In 1956, a second B-17 was acquired and converted into a sprayer. By 1959, the company moved to Phoenix Arizona. Circa 1974, a new corporation was set up under the name of Biegert Aviation.
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Biegert Brothers Inc. had three Mitchells for a very short time. This is N3155G after Biegert had sold her to Ontario Flight Service, Ontario, California. Here she is seen in her last days with Ontario Flight Service. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)

N3155G

This was a B-25J-25 with s/n 44-30832. After storage at Davis Monthan, the airplane was sold to Aviation Rental Service, St. Paul, Minnesota in October 1958 and registered as  N3155G. Already in January 1959, the B-25 was purchased by Max Biegert from Phoenix. Just three months later, Biegert sold her to Ontario Flight Service, Ontario, California where she was used for mapping and survey work. She was modified by installation of radar in her tail, additional seating and windows, a cargo floor, and an aerial mapping camera.
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#44-29145 still in service with the USAAF. Given the new nose, this photo may have been taken shortly after the nose modification. Biegert bought the airplane in September 1961 and sold her already a month later to Crowl Dusters. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)

N3337G

This was a B-25J-30 with s/n 44-86891. The airplane was purchased from the USAF disposal sale by Max Biegert in April 1959. She was registered as N3337G. In December 1959 she was sold to L.K. Roser, Phoenix, Arizona and converted into an air tanker.

N9877C

The third B-25 of Biegert Brothers was a B-25J-20 with s/n 44-29145. She was in service with the USAAF after factory modification into an 8-gun B-25J. In 1944, she was initially assigned to the 3rd Army Air Service Command Replacement Pool where she was prepared for combat assignment. In November 1944, she was assigned to the 340th Bomb Group, 489th Bomb Squadron.

She was not flown on any combat missions but was used for unit evaluations of the gun nose modification. After the war, like N3155G mentioned earlier, this airplane was purchased from Aviation Rental Service, St. Paul. She was purchased in September 1961 and registered as N9877C. Biegert sold the airplane a month later to Crowl Dusters, Phoenix, Arizona.

BLUE MOUNTAIN AIR SERVICE / HILLCREST AIRCRAFT CO. INC., LA GRANDE, OREGON

Blue Mountain Air Service was an agricultural spraying company with many Boeing Stearman biplanes and some other airplanes. Also, between 1958 and 1962, it tanked and operated a number of USAF surplus B-25s for fire bombing. Blue Mountain Air Service was founded in the early 1950s by Eldon Down, manager of the La Grande Airport. In 1962, the company was taken over by Gerald D. “Jerry” Wilson and renamed Hillcrest Aircraft Company. Wilson founded Wilson Aviation Industries Inc. at Orofino, Oregon in 1956 and now has been providing specialty aviation services to its customers for more than 60 years. At its beginning, Hillcrest owned and operated four Stearman biplanes for crop dusting. In the late 1950s, Hillcrest expanded its operations  to include firefighting, using World War II aircraft that included B-25s, B-26s, Grumman TBMs and one B-24. Wilson established Hillcrest Aircraft Company in 1962 when he took over Blue Mountain Air Service Inc. The 1962 USFS ban on B-25 tankers because of structural failures during retardant drops no doubt influenced the merger of Blue Mountain Air Service into Jerry Wilson’s new Hillcrest Aircraft Co., which would expand both agricultural and fire-bombing operations. An associated company was La Grand Air Inc., Oregon to which several aircraft were registered in the 1960s. After Hillcrest Aircraft moved its main operating base to Lewiston, Oregon, La Grande Air reformed as La Grande Air Service as a fixed base operator at La Grande Airport and in 1976 began fire bombing operations with a Douglas DC-7. Nowadays, Hillcrest’s corporate headquarters are located in Lewiston, Idaho with a satellite base in Orofino, Idaho and specialised as rotary wing operator using the latest Bell helicopters.

Nine B-25 were owned by Blue Mountain Air Service and Hillcrest Aircraft Company respectively. These had the civil registration numbers N2887G, N2888G, N3503G, N3521G, N5239V, N8194H, N9642C, N9856C and N9857C. Seven of these B-25s were purchased from the USAF storage at Davis Monthan directly or via Ace Smelting Inc. Phoenix, Arizona.

N2887G

This was a B-25J-30 s/n 44-86716. This airplane was purchased from the USAF disposals at Davis Monthan in October 1958. She was registered as N2887G. In May 1959, she was converted into a fire tanker and fitted with a 1,000-gallon tank. She was sold to Idaho Aircraft Inc. at Boise, Idaho in March 1961.

N2888G

B-25J-30 s/n 44-86872 has almost the same history with Blue Mountain. Purchased in October 1958 from the USAF disposals and registered as N2888G. In March 1961, she was also sold to Idaho Aircraft Inc.

N3503G

B-25J-25, s/n 44-30085, was purchased by Blue Mountain in July 1959 from USAF disposals sales at Davis Monthan via Ace Smelting Inc. She was registered as N3503G. She was converted into a fire tanker in July 1958 and fitted with a 1,000-gallon tank. Unfortunately, on 22 July, 1960 the airplane crashed and was destroyed while fire bombing near Baker, Oregon.

N3521G

In August 1959, B-25J-30 with s/n 44-86853 was purchased by Earl “Red” Dodge, Anchorage, Alaska from USAF storage. She was registered as N3521G. In December of that year, the airplane was purchased by Blue Mountain. She was converted into a fire tanker with a 1,000-gallon tank. In July 1962, she was transferred to Hillcrest Aircraft Co. In May 1963, she was converted for pesticide spraying with wing leading-edge spray bars and in July 1963, she was converted back for State agency firefighting operations. On 6 May, 1967 she was destroyed by fire on the ground after an emergency landing at Red Bluff, California.
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This is the fuselage of N2888G at Robins AFB, Georgia in 1988. After this B-25 was sold to Idaho Aircraft Inc. respectively Dennis G. Smilanich, Boise, Idaho she was reported derelict and stripped at Boise. The fuselage was transported to Robins to be rebuilt for static display. (Michael Baldock)
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One of the little-known pictures of a B-25 in Blue Mountain/Hillcrest colours. In December 1959, N3521G was purchased by Blue Mountain and in July 1962 she was transferred to Hillcrest Aircraft Co. The airplane was destroyed by fire on the ground after an emergency landing at Red Bluff, California on 6 May, 1967. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)

N5239V

After open storage at Davis Monthan, the B-25J-25, s/n 44-30079, was sold to Mack Ballard, Riverside in September 1957 and registered as N5239V. She was converted into a fire tanker with a 1,000-gallon tank in July 1958. In January 1959, she was purchased by Blue Mountain and already sold again three months later to Ballard & associates, Riverside, California.

N8194H

B-25J-30, s/n 44-86749, was purchased by Blue Mountain in July 1959 from USAF disposals sales at Davis Monthan via Ace Smelting Inc. She was registered as N8194H. In July 1962, she was transferred to Hillcrest Aircraft Company, La Grande, Oregon. In February 1963, the airplane was sold to H.M. Trussell, Houston, Texas.

N9642C

This airplane was purchased by Blue Mountain by disposals from the Davis Monthan storage in June 1959. This was a B-25J-20 with s/n 44-29725. The B-25 was struck-off the United States Civil Register of Aircraft in September 1959.

N9856C

This was a B-25J-10 s/n 43-28204. She was bought in September 1958 from the USAF and then registered as N9856C. In May 1959, a 1,000-gallon retardant tank was added, and she was used as a fire bomber. Together with N2887G and N2888G she was sold to Idaho Aircraft Inc. in March 1961 where she flew as a tanker.

N9857C

The ninth B-25, s/n 43-28059, a J-5 model, was stored at Davis Monthan in 1957 and purchased by Blue Mountain in September 1958. She was registered as N9857C. She was converted into an air tanker in April 1959 and fitted with a 1,000-gallon tank. In December 1959, she was sold to Earl “Red” Dodge, Anchorage, Alaska where she flew as tanker #4.
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Blue Mountain Air Service sold N9857C in December 1959 to Earl “Red” Dodge, Anchorage, Alaska where she flew as tanker #4. Here she is seen with the colours and nose art of Red Dodge. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)
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N5256V sitting at Grass Valley, California after she was withdrawn from use by Cal-Nat Airways in 1968. She was stripped of her engines. (Gordon Reid)
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N9455Z in the 1960s stored at Grass Valley. She still has the red paint and tanker number 82 of her previous owner Les Bowman/Mantz. (Randall Grahek)

CAL-NAT AIRWAYS, GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

Cal-Nat Airways was a Grass Valley firm that supplied pilots and borate tanker planes for forest firefighting. Cal-Nat Airways Inc. was founded in 1959 by Robert James Stevenson at Grass Valley, California. In 1958, pilot Stevenson and his Cal-Nat Airways began a 10-year association with the state and federal firefighting services and with Nevada County. Stevenson supplied planes, pilots, and airport management expertise on contract. He had purchased several World War II surplus Navy aircraft. Among them were  Grumman F7F Tigercats, TBM Avengers and one Northrop P-61 Black Widow night fighter. Cal-Nat Airways quickly became a major USFS fire tanker player through the 1960s with a large and varied fleet including four B-25 Mitchells. In 1968, Bob Stevenson sold Cal-Nat Airways to Sis-Q Flying Service Inc. which continued flying the vintage WWII aircraft well into the 1970s. Sis-Q Flying Service was owned and operated by Robert Davis, a pioneer in the development of aerial firefighting aircraft.

The four B-25s were N5256V, N9455Z, N3515G and N2887G. The first three were all purchased from Les Bowman, Long Beach, California in December 1964. By 1968, all three were withdrawn from use, stripped, and stored at Grass Valley.

In 1970, N5256V was sold to Ralph M. Ponte at Grass Valley, N9455Z was sold to Sis-Q Flying Service and N3515G was reported for sale by U.S. Civil Register in 1966. Probably she was scrapped. The fourth B-25 from Cal-Nat Airways was N2887G, a B-25J-30 with s/n 44-86716. She was purchased from Loening Air at Boise, Idaho in April 1967. Just eight months later in December 1968, she was sold to DuPree Air Activities, Aguirre, Puerto Rico where she was broken up on a dump in 1982.
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N3515G at Grass Valley was reported for sale in 1966 and probably scrapped. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)

CHRISTLER AND AVERY AVIATION CO., GREYBULL, WYOMING

A major aerial spraying and firefighting company with four B-25s was Christler and Avery Aviation Co. at Greybull, Wyoming. Mel Christler and Morris Avery started Christler and Avery Aviation after World War II, offering aerial spraying services.

In 1949 they formed Christler and Avery Aviation in Greybull, Wyoming purchasing a surplus Douglas B-18 bomber and converting it into an agricultural sprayer. It was also retrofitted to haul ore from a uranium mine in the Big Horn Mountains.

In 1958, the company expanded its capabilities with the purchase of a Bell 47 helicopter. They used the helicopter in numerous challenging applications, such as mountain construction and the setting of power poles in rough terrain. Late in 1958, the company purchased four World War II-era PB4Y-2 Privateers from the U.S. Coast Guard. The large four-engine bombers were retrofitted for aerial firefighting, making Christler and Avery Aviation one of the early companies to contract with the U.S. Forest Service to use large aircraft to fight forest fires. They also purchased four USAF surplus B-25 Mitchells for spraying and fire bombing. In 1961, Mel Christler left Greybull and Morris Avery purchased his share in the business and the company was reformed in August 1961 under the name Avery Aviation Inc., Greybull. Avery Aviation continued the same operations of fire bombing, pest spraying and fire ant baiting contracts, but increased the helicopter fleet for spraying and general charter. Aerial firefighting continued to be a major part of the company’s business, but it also provided nonstandard aerial services, cloud seeding, mosquito and sagebrush spraying, and dropping dynamite on the Big Horn River to break up a massive ice jam.
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When Morris Avery was suffering health problems, Privateer tanker pilot Gene Powers recruited experienced helicopter instructor Dan Hawkins from Texas to join the company to look after the rotary wing division. After the death of Avery in 1965, his wife, Reba, continued to operate the company with the assistance of employees Gene Powers and Dan Hawkins. She sold the company to them in 1969, and it continued to operate for decades as Hawkins & Powers. Hawkins and Powers Aviation’s firebombing operations commenced with the Privateers taken over from Avery Aviation.

In the 1970s, the company purchased more airplanes and in the 1980s, they got access to more heavy tankers. Hawkins and Powers Aviation Inc. ceased business and closed in 2005 after the grounding of its PB4Y Privateer and C-130A Hercules fire bomber fleet due to tragic wing structural failures during fire attacks that summer. The flight operation site now serves as Museum of Flight and Aerial Firefighting where numerous aircraft remain on display but no B-25.

Both companies Christler and Avery Aviation and Avery Aviation Inc. at Greybull had four B-25Js in service. They were all J-25 models and with the civil registration numbers N2849G, N3699G, N8195H and N9582Z.

N2849G

This was a B-25J-25, s/n 44-30077, stored at Davis Monthan in 1958. In 1960, she was sold to John M. Young, Beverly Hills, California and registered as N2849G. After having been owned for a short time by Dennis C. Moore, Boulder, Colorado, the airplane was sold to Christler and Avery Aviation at Greybull in September 1960. She was converted for agricultural spraying in March 1961. In August 1961, she was transferred to Avery Aviation Inc. In 1968, the Mitchell was sold to Filmways Inc., Hollywood, California and flew in the movie “Catch-22”.

N3699G

In 1959, Fogle Aircraft, Tucson, Arizona was the first civil owner of the B-25J-25 with s/n 44-30801 from the storage at Davis Monthan. She was registered as N3699G. In January 1960, she was sold to Christler & Avery Aviation and transferred to Avery Aviation in August 1961. She flew as a sprayer and stayed with the company until 1968 when she also was sold to Filmways Inc. for use in the movie “Catch-22”.
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B-25 N2849G at Greybull in July 1966 with fire tanker belly retardant dump chute. (Geoff Goodall/Norm Avery)
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N2849G on the ramp at Orange County Airport in late December 1968. She was purchased by Filmways in that year and she is here ready to leave for filming “Catch-22” in Mexico. She has already been painted in her basic film colours. (Phillips via AAHS)

N8195H

The B-25 N8195H had s/n 44-30748. After the storage at Davis Monthan, she was sold to Ace Smelting Inc., Phoenix, Arizona, and the registration N3447G was reserved but was never used. She was purchased by Alson-Niblock Flying Inc., Elkhart, Indianapolis in May 1959 and registered as N8195H. In December 1959, she was sold to Christler and Avery Aviation and fitted with agricultural hopper and spray bars that were installed in January 1960. Like the other two  Mitchells, she was transferred to Avery Aviation in August 1961 and sold to Filmways Inc. for the movie “Catch-22”.
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N3699G at Greybull in 1965, with fire and bait spreader installed under the fuselage. (Milo Peltzer)
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N8195H derelict at Greybull in 1965. She was converted into a sprayer or duster and fitted with agricultural hopper and spray bars. (Milo Peltzer)

N9582Z

The fourth B-25 of the company was N9582Z, a B-25J-25 with s/n 44-30607. This airplane was sold from USAF storage to National Metals, Phoenix, Arizona in January 1960. She was registered as N9582Z. Christler and Avery Aviation bought the ship in September 1960. She was fitted with agricultural hopper and spray bars in February 1961 and they were removed in November of the same year. The airplane was transferred to Avery Aviation in August 1961. Finally, she left the company when she was sold to Desert Aviation Service, Phoenix, Arizona in September 1963.
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1968, N8195H shown here in the camouflage paint scheme for the film “Catch-22” is ready for departure to Mexico. (Michael O’ Leary)

CISCO AIRCRAFT, LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA

CISCO Aircraft Inc. was an early heavy aircraft tanker operator, providing agricultural and chemical spraying and fire-bombing services. CISCO stood for California Insecticide Service Company and was based in Lancaster, California. Owner was Zack C. Monroe. The company had a large number of Grumman TBM Avenger tankers and they were painted with large letters “CISCO” on the fuselage sides. It also had two B-25 tankers. The company ceased its operations by 1964.

[image: image]

Tanker #66, N3446G, photographed a few months before she crashed on 22 July, 1960 in the San Gabriel Mountains. (Milo Peltzer)

[image: image]

N5256V sitting at Grass Valley, California after she was withdrawn from use by Cal-Nat Airways in 1968. This ship was red with a white fuselage top and light grey bottom. On the rear fuselage she has still remnants of the name CISCO. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis)

N3446G

One B-25 was N3446G, a B-25J-30 with s/n 44-31466. She was purchased from John Bowman of Aerial Services at Anaheim, California in May 1959. She flew as tanker #66. On 22 July, 1960, this tanker impacted the earth during a water bombing run in Mill Canyon in the San Gabriel Mountains on the Magic Mountain Fire. The crew of three, James Armstrong, Charles Franco and John Bowman did not survive the crash. What remains at the site is a section of a wing, part of the stabilo, all three landing gear struts and both engines. Most of the rest of the aircraft melted away during the post-crash fire or was removed.

N5256V

The other B-25 of CISCO was N5256V. This ship was purchased from Les Bowman at Long Beach in February 1962. She was fitted with agricultural spray bars in June. In November 1963, the ship was repurchased by Les Bowman and later sold to Cal-Nat Airways.

COLCO AVIATION INC., ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Colco Aviation Inc. was a tanker operator which provided fire bombing as well as a range of Alaskan services such as dropping sand on frozen rivers. From 1963, the company was stationed at Anchorage and moved to Fairbanks in 1969. Despite the USFS ban on B-25 fire bombers from 1962, the B-25 continued to be used in Alaska operating for State authorities. Colco Aviation had four B-25s: N9444Z, N9936Z, N9937Z and N88972.

N9444Z

The B-25J-25 with s/n 44-29943 was purchased by Colco from Kenneth Patterson, Tucson, Arizona in May 1961. The airplane was registered as N9444Z in 1959 when she was bought by National Metals, Phoenix. Early 1970s, she was retired and stripped for parts. By 1976, she was derelict at the airport fire service at Fairbanks.

[image: image]

N9444Z was sold as surplus in February 1959 and went through several owners. She ended up with Colco Aviation at Fairbanks, as seen in this picture from 1980. In later years, she was stored in the desert by Aero Trader. (Barry Greenfield)

N9936Z

This B-25J-25 s/n 44-30756, was stored at Davis Monthan in December 1958. In July 1959, she was purchased by National Metals, Phoenix and registered as N9936Z. She was sold to Paul B. Hanson, Pacific Palisades, California in March 1961 and then to Colco Aviation Inc. at Anchorage in May 1961. There she flew as tanker #3. By 1975, she was retired, stripped and derelict at Fairbanks. In January 1981, she went to the Alaskan Historical Aircraft Society, Anchorage.

N9937Z

A similar history applies to N9937Z. This B-25J-1, s/n 43-3910, was also purchased from Paul Hanson in May 1961. She also was converted into a tanker and had #2. Unfortunately, on 27 June, 1967, during a retardant drop on a fire that was in the Livengood/Rampart area of northern Alaska, the B-25 air tanker crashed due to a late pull up. Two crew members were killed.

N88972

A fourth B-25 of Colco was N88972, a B-25D-30. After she had flown for some years in Canada with a Canadian civil registration, she was back in the U.S.A. and was registered as N88972. She was purchased by North Star Aviation Corp. at Fairbanks in December 1966. A river sanding/fire retardant tank was installed in August 1967. In April 1969, the ship was sold to Colco Aviation. By 1977, she was retired as a fire bomber and was stored at Fairbanks. In May 1980, the ship was sold to Noel Merrill Wien, Anchorage. Later in the 1980s, the airplane went to The Fighter Collection at Duxford in the U.K. and flew as “Grumpy”.
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The overall natural aluminium finished N9936Z was tanker number 3 of Colco Aviation Inc., here photographed at Fairbanks in September 1968. The engine nacelles were black with a blue cowling ring. (Neil Aird)

[image: image]
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N9937Z at Merrill Field, Alaska in 1962. At right, in September 1966, and now numbered 2 on her vertical tails. This airplane crashed on 27 June, 1967, at Rampart. (Collection Wim Nijenhuis, Neil Aird)
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N88972 stored at Fairbanks in 1979. She still has the company name of her previous owner North Star Aviation on her nose.
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Two years later at Fairbanks in September 1981, then owned by Merrill Wien. (Geoff Goodall)

CROWL DUSTERS, PHOENIX, ARIZONA

Crowl Dusters Inc.
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